
Volunteering Essentials Website: A how-to guide  
 

About the volunteering essentials website 

 

The volunteering essentials website is a website for young volunteers aged 13 to 24 to share their 

experience, gets skills advocacy and get involved in competitions. This website will be replaced later in 2015 

by the new Reading Hack website. 

What is the volunteering website for? 

Young people can create a profile and log their experiences online for access to exclusive offers and 

competitions. They get:  

 

- An online badge for skills in communication, teamwork, organisation and social reporting 
- A letter of recommendation for use in a CV, job application or educational applications 
- An Ideas Bank to share activity ideas with other volunteers and get ideas for activities to; do in 

quiet times, run with children,  do with other volunteers or alongside an accreditation.  
- Get access to exclusive news and competitions  

 
Setting up a Profile 

To get the full benefit of the website, including being able to contribute ideas, volunteers will need to set 

up a profile:  

- Go to sign up on the right hand side of the home page.  
- Fill in the profile form with the relevant information including a username and password 
- Create an avatar  
- You’re logged into the website and ready to go! 

 
Adding Tasks and Getting Skills 

Once a volunteer has created a profile, 

they can add details about the volunteering 

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/ReadingHack
http://readingagency.org.uk/young-people/004-get-involved/readingactivists-project/
http://readinghack.readingagency.org.uk/what-are-skills/communication
http://readinghack.readingagency.org.uk/what-are-skills/teamwork
http://readinghack.readingagency.org.uk/what-are-skills/organisation-and-workplace
http://readinghack.readingagency.org.uk/what-are-skills/social-reporting
http://readingagency.org.uk/readinghack/ideas
file://tra03/shared/Projects%20&%20Partnerships/Summer%20Reading%20Challenge%20volunteering%20project/SRC%20Volunteering%202015/Resources%20for%20libraries/readingagency.org.uk/readinghack/sign_up/


 

 

tasks they’ve completed and the time it’s taken, in order to get their skills online.   

For example, they may have spent four hours listening to children read and two hours helping to plan a 

children’s book display.  They can log these tasks online to get their skills badge and downloadable letter. 

Add at least two tasks to get a skill! 

- Login  
- Go to ‘Add a Task’ 
- Write about the task you’ve completed and how long it took to complete 
- Get your skills badges! The relevant skills badge will automatically appear on your profile once 

you’ve logged two tasks under a skill.  
 

Skill Letter and Certificate 

Once a volunteer has gained at least two skills online, they can download a letter of recommendation, 

outlining their experience and achievements.  

- Go to ‘View Skill Letter’ in your profile once you’ve got your badges; it will include details of the 
library authority you’ve worked in, what skills you got an what tasks you completed.  

 

Blog and competitions  

The blog is the space where volunteers can read about what other volunteers are up to around the UK, get 

advice about how to articulate their experience, what to do after the summer, and get involved with 

exclusive competitions  and opportunities.  

 

If you have any queries about the volunteering essentials website or volunteering in general, please contact 
Nici West. 

http://readingagency.org.uk/readinghack/what-are-skills
http://readingagency.org.uk/readinghack/blog/5
mailto:nici.west@readingagency.org.uk?subject=Reading%20Hack%20Enquiry

