
The Guardian; life changing career change 

When I was chosen to go 
to London for the reading 
activist’s workshop at the 
Guardian offices, I was 
belated. I was extremely 
excited, yet unsure as I 
had no interest in doing 
anything writing related in 
the future; because my 
heart is set on nursing. 
Yet when I arrived in 
London, I was 
overwhelmed and very 
giddy during the walk to 
the offices. When me and 
Sarah, the other summer 
reading challenge 
volunteer from 
Northumberland arrived; 
it was so busy, everyone 
had a place to go.  
We were taken into the 
Education Centre by a 
woman who works in the 
Guardian doing courses. 
She taught us what the 
basic roles within the 
Guardian are, how the 
newspaper is brought to 
life and the different 
places in which this is 
done. It was completely 
astonishing, how the 
newspaper is brought 
together within a day and 
the work of people all 
over the world.  
“Around 1,600 people 
work for the Guardian, all 
around the world”. Whilst 
at the Guardian we were 
shown how to write an 
article and the key 
information needed in an 
article to make it 
effective. We then got 
given a laptop to use in 
pairs; to then make and 
design a front cover of a 
newspaper with the 
current news of that day. 
We used the Guardian 
program, which showed 
us the layout; we did this 
gradually and chose our 

own articles which were 
shared between me and 
Sarah to write.  
After we wrote these we 
swapped groups and 
became editors, in which 
we checked the other 
group’s articles for 
spelling and punctuation 
errors. After this we 
created headlines for our 
articles and included 
images to add. After this 
we decided on the name 
of our newspaper, which 
we named ‘The Reporter’, 
and chose a reasonable 
price. 
After we had completed 
our article; we were given 
the opportunity to have a 
tour of the Guardian 
offices. This involved 
seeing a press 
conference being took 
place on the floor above, 
visiting the research suite 
and seeing the different 
floors in which different 
roles of the newspaper 
worked on. It was brilliant, 
to see everyone in action; 
busy bringing the 
newspaper which we flick 
through every day. Yet, 
mostly take for granted; 
although many people 
spend their livelihood 
bringing it together.  
Finally we had the 
chance to meet the sub 
editor of the children’s 
section of the Guardian 
website. Personally she 
was a true inspiration to 
me, and gave me some 
excellent hints and tips to 
have a future in a writing 
career. She gave me her 
email and gave me 
information to possibly do 
a placement within the 
Guardian.  
Since coming home from 
London it has completely 

changed my career 
prospects; I have recently 
been considering a 
change, to start 
journalism or writing.  
Maybe one day, I will be 
an aspiring sub editor or 
journalist who is an 
inspiration to another 
teen visiting from 
Northumberland; who is a 
reading activist, 
volunteering for the 
summer reading 
challenge.  
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