
My Guardian Work Experience by Sarah Thompson 

On Tuesday, 29th July, I and a fellow ‘Reading Activist’ Leonie Parker attended a work experience 

day at the Guardian Newspaper Headquarters, London. We gained a multitude of valuable 

knowledge about the journalism industry.  

We journeyed to London via a three hour rail trip from Newcastle Central Station; it was a peaceful 

train ride that Leonie and I spent getting to know each other better, whilst also preparing our notes 

for the exciting day ahead. 

Upon arriving at the Guardian on London’s York Way, we were met by fellow reading Activists (none 

of whom had travelled as far as Leonie and I had) and some representatives of the Reading Agency. 

We were ushered towards a special part of the newspaper’s headquarters called the ‘Education 

Centre’ and were introduced to Margaret who would be running the work experience.  

We began our day by learning about the basics of journalism, such as genres of new stories and the 

different methods by which newspapers source a story. Over the course of the eye-opening work 

experience day, we each created a mock newspaper front page, reporting on the day’s top stories 

such as ‘the Commonwealth Games’ and ‘Doctor Who arena tour’. Also, we edited photos for our 

pages and were taught about how a newspaper is distributed throughout the UK, both of which 

allowed for a deeper understanding of every different aspect that goes into creating the guardian. 

Of course, our work-experience was not all typing and reporting. We were given a brief tour of the 

headquarters and were allowed to look across at the important midday meeting, in which senior 

journalists and editors of the newspaper were deciding which articles and features to update the 

newspaper’s influential website, Guardian.com is the world’s third most widely-read news website, 

so it was an essential meeting. We all wondered what was being said in the meeting and just what it 

would be like to be a famous journalist. 

My personal highlight of the day was meeting Emily Drabble, who oversees the Guardian’s very own 

online Children’s Book Club. As a library volunteer and keen reader of teenage fiction, I myself 

enjoyed talking to her about books and, in particular, was very interested to join the Book Club as a 

reviewer. 

Everyone who took part seemed to thoroughly enjoy the work-experience opportunity and it 

seemed we made quite an impression at the guardian as we were told we’re all  ‘excellent 

journalistic writers’ as well as ‘a talented group’ .  

My day at the Guardian was definitely not one to be forgotten-I can’t wait to turn eighteen so I can 

apply for an internship! 


