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Overview  
Organised by The Reading Agency and the UK public library network since 1999, the Summer Reading 

Challenge is the UK’s biggest annual reading promotion for children aged four to 11. The Challenge 

injects creativity, drawing children into their local libraries and inspiring them to read for pleasure. It 

combines free access to books with fun social activities and a creative online element. Throughout 

the Challenge, library staff and teenage volunteers support the children, helping them to discover 

new authors and explore a wide range of different types of books. 

The Summer Reading Challenge theme for 2014 was Mythical Maze, illustrated by Sarah McIntyre. 

2014 Results  

Total Participation  

In total 839,622 children participated in the Summer Reading Challenge: 

 794,801 children across  the UK participated at their local library (44% were boys) 

 14,621 under 4’s in the UK took part in the Challenge, using the specially produced Summer 

Reading Challenge Early Years material (6,711 in 2013) 

 Internationally, the Summer Reading Challenge  reached  30,200 children who participated 

though the British Council (12,200)  and in Eire/ Republic of Ireland (18,000) 

 The theme for 2014 was Mythical Maze, illustrated by Sarah McIntyre. 

UK Local Library Participation   

Overall UK participation in the Summer Reading Challenge was up 2.2 %.  Of the 794,801 children 

who participated at their local library: 

 463,601 children (58%) completed the Challenge by reading six books (43% were boys) 

 81,908 children joined the library as new members during the Challenge this summer 

“This challenge has definitely made a difference to my girls’ reading. They can’t wait to 
get to the library every few days. They wouldn’t have picked up a book this holiday if it 

wasn’t for the challenge! Now I think they will carry on even after it’s ended. So thank you 
very much. At last my children are enjoying books!” Parent from Suffolk   

 



 

Page 2 of 6, November 2014 

 801 children used the Summer Reading Challenge to achieve  Arts Award Discover1 across  37 

authorities in England (this figure will increase as children finish their Arts Award in the autumn 

term) 

 Based on the data supplied by 84% of participating authorities, we estimate that there were 

more than 18,000,000 children’s library issues in UK libraries over the summer. 

 8,126 volunteers aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge.  

2014 Results - West Midlands 

 Overall participation in the Summer Reading Challenge was up 0.4%  (national average up 

2.2%). 

 54,158 children in the West Midlands participated in the Summer Reading Challenge at their 

local library (9% of the region’s 4 to 12 year old child population).  Of these children, 43% were 

boys. 

 32,186 children (60%) completed the Challenge by reading six books (national average 

58%). 

 A further 1,372  under 4-year-olds took part in the Challenge, using the specially produced Early 

Years material. 

 At least 3,287  children joined the library as new members during the Challenge this summer 

 There were 1,201,075 children’s library issues in the West Midlands over the summer. 

 7 visually impaired children took part using VI resources supplied by RNIB. 

 699 young people aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge through volunteering. 

 15 children used the Summer Reading Challenge for Arts Award Discover in the West 

Midlands (this figure will increase as children finish their Arts Award in the autumn term) 

Value for money and sustainability  
By buying into the scheme public libraries benefit hugely from economies of scale. It costs less than 

£1 per child to take part in the challenge and its effectiveness and demonstrable value for money 

means that, despite tough times, the Challenge will continue in 2015 and for many years beyond.  

  

                                                           

1
 www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover  

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover
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How the Summer Reading Challenge works  

 

For more information about the Summer Reading Challenge, please visit our website: 

www.readingagency.org.uk/children alternatively, you can visit our year-round children’s 

website by going to www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk   

Reading for pleasure 
The Summer Reading Challenge, delivered by libraries, is the UK’s leading reading for pleasure 

programme for primary aged children. The Challenge harnesses the power of reading for pleasure to 

improve children’s life chances.  Reading for pleasure is a more important determinant of children’s 

educational success than their family’s socio-economic status2. Reading for pleasure is the only out-

of-school activity demonstrably linked to securing managerial or professional jobs3 . The Challenge 

also motivates children to read more independently and often, and inspires boys to read outside the 

classroom (only 1 in 4 boys read outside class every day).   

“I think the reading scheme was cool because it got me back into reading.” Boy participant aged 9 
 
 “This year’s Mythical maze has really been enjoyed by both my children, in particular my younger 

son. Last year he would not read one book, this year he has completed 10 and has been delighted to 

receive his stickers, bookmark etc.” Parent  

“Reading for pleasure is more important for children’s cognitive development than their parents’ level 
of education.” Institute of Education Research 2013  

                                                           

2
 OECD 2002; Oxford University 2011 

3  
University of Oxford, 2011  

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/children
http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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School readiness and successful learners   
1,372 under 4s were able to take part in this year’s Challenge using the specially produced Early 

Years materials. Parents and carers who regularly share books with their young children are helping 

their child’s speech and language development, which in turn sets their children up for the best start 

in their school lives.  As well as ensuring school readiness, the Challenge is also encouraging children 

who are already in school to continue reading over the long summer beak.  UKLA research4 showed 

that taking part in the Challenge helps prevent the summer dip in literacy skills, which is particularly 

damaging for disadvantaged children.  

“Samuel loved Mythical Maze Summer Reading Challenge! We think it is great as it keeps him 
reading throughout the summer and it’s so rewarding to him!” Parent from Stockport  

“Children who take part in the Summer Reading Challenge return to school enthused about 
reading, motivated and ready to learn ” Teacher 

“Reading widely... opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.” 
National Curriculum for English 2014 Key Stages 1 and 2 

“Pupils should also have opportunities to exercise choice in selecting books and be taught how 
to do so, with teachers making use of any library services and expertise to support this” 
National Curriculum for English 2014 

Health, well-being and confidence  
The Challenge brings families together through reading, as well as offering a rich variety of free 

creative events. These free events offer children, together with their families, the opportunity to 

build their social and interactive skills as well as their confidence levels.  The Challenge’s combination 

of fun, freedom, and creativity impacts significantly on children’s reading levels, range, motivation 

and confidence.  Increasingly, the Challenge is being used by libraries and schools to target children 

most in need of support with reading.  

 “The Mythical Maze meant that trips to the library became part of our planned summer 

holiday together as a family. We all enjoyed choosing and reading over 30 books!!!” Parent 

from Oban 

 “My daughter has a speech and language disorder and I decided to complete the reading 

scheme with her. This experience has been amazing for her. The confidence she has shown in 

speaking to the adults about the stories has been such a joy to watch.  Her understanding of 

the scheme we thought would be a problem but she has enjoyed choosing her own books 

weekly and then gaining the rewards. Thank you to all the staff” Parent from Thurrock  

“Through reading… pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, 

socially and spiritually.” National Curriculum for English 2014 

                                                           

4
 Summer Reading Challenge Impact Research Report, UKLA, 2009 
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Community Engagement through Volunteers  
Summer Reading Challenge volunteering supports the government’s major  

Step Up To Serve5 campaign, which aims to double the number of young people 

participating in social action by 2020. The 2014 Summer Reading Challenge 

volunteering was generously funded by the Social Action Fund, managed by The 

Social Investment Business, on behalf of the Cabinet Office.   

699 young people aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge through volunteering; with the double 

benefits of acting as positive role models for children and building their own confidence, love of 

reading, well-being and pre-employment skills. Of the young volunteers who completed our post 

volunteering survey, 90% said that they felt confident speaking to adults and 90% said they felt 

confident speaking to children since they have volunteered. 87% said they have gained new skills and 

experience, with 76% stating they have gained new skills in communication and 80% stating they 

have gained new skills in working with children.   

 “Doing the challenge has really built my confidence as a person and has also given me plenty of new 

opportunities.” Rob, Summer Reading Challenge volunteer, North Yorkshire libraries 

“I don’t know what we would have done without the volunteers. They have been great” Mike Treacy, 

Head of Children’s Services, Kingston Libraries 

Community Engagement through Partnership Working  
The Summer Reading Challenge gives libraries the opportunity to work and partner up with other 

organisations within their local area. Many of the collaborations we hear about involve libraries 

working with groups who target some of the most vulnerable children and families, and this is where 

the Challenge and libraries have the potential to make the biggest difference. In 2014 libraries 

worked with a range of organisations including; Prisons, family learning groups, foster carers, 

women’s refuges and food banks. We hope the 2015 Challenge will give libraries the opportunity to 

extend their reach further so that together we’re putting our resources where they are really 

needed.   

Summer Reading Challenge 2015 
We are delighted to be working with Guinness World Records™ (GWR) on next year’s Summer 

Reading Challenge.  GWR’s mission is around inspiring, celebrating achievement and personal best, 

which reflects the ethos of The Reading Agency and of the Summer Reading Challenge. GWR has a 

wealth of material and content, which will translate perfectly for the core Summer Reading Challenge 

and display materials. With a strong appeal to boys, the theme will also help encourage information 

skills, engage reluctant readers, inspire wider reading and provide a platform for community 

engagement with both local and national PR opportunities.

                                                           

5
 www.stepuptoserve.org.uk  

http://www.stepuptoserve.org.uk/


  

Summer Reading Challenge’s contribution to great art and culture for everyone 

Great art and culture for everyone is the Arts Council 10-year vision. 

 “Every child and young person has the opportunity to experience the richness of the arts, museums 
and libraries.”  Arts Council England, Great Art and Culture for Everyone, 2013 

The Summer Reading Challenge and Arts Council England’s Goal 5 

The Summer Reading Challenge not only involves children in visiting their library and reading widely, 

it is also a platform for quality cultural and artistic events and activities that can be accessed by all 

the family. This year’s Mythical Maze theme, illustrated by award-winning artist, Sarah McIntyre, 

inspired libraries to host a plethora of author visits, artist workshops, drama and story-telling 

productions and other cultural activities across all regions this summer. The accompanying Summer 

Reading Challenge website provided children and families with access to inspiring author interviews 

and creative writing competitions. 

Summer Reading Challenge and the Quality Principles for Working with Children and 

Young People 

The Summer Reading Challenge meets all of the Arts Council’s proposed Quality Principles for work 

by, with and for children and young people, both in terms of children’s participation in the core 

Challenge and the experience of the Reading Activist Volunteers. 

 Striving for excellence (e.g. high quality, affordable materials created and endorsed by top 

children’s authors and illustrators, provided by The Reading Agency, rated ‘outstanding’ by the 

Arts Council in delivering their goals) 

 Being authentic (e.g. genuine reading for pleasure activity, books chosen by children) 

 Being exciting, inspiring and engaging (e.g. an engaging theme, incentives, sense of challenge) 

 Actively involving children and young people (e.g. entirely and intrinsically inclusive of all 

children, actively seeking to remove any potential barriers to participation) 

 Providing a sense of personal progression (e.g. progressing through the challenge, rewards along 

the way, reading widely, gaining the certificate and medal) 

 Developing a sense of ownership and belonging (e.g. joining the library, visiting frequently, 

developing relationships with library staff and volunteers, taking part in celebration events) 

Arts Award and the Summer Reading Challenge 

This year, 801 children used the Summer Reading Challenge to achieve Arts Award Discover6 across 

37 authorities in England (this figure will increase as children finish their Arts Award in the autumn 

term. A specially designed booklet encouraged children to record and reflect upon their artistic and 

creative experiences related to The Summer Reading Challenge in order to gain the award. 

Arts Award is managed by Trinity College London in association with Arts Council England working 

with 10 regional Bridge organisations. 

                                                           

6
 www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover  

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover

