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Overview  
Organised by The Reading Agency and the UK public library network since 1999, the Summer Reading 

Challenge is the UK’s biggest annual reading promotion for children aged four to 11.  

The Challenge injects creativity, drawing children into their local libraries and inspiring them to read 

for pleasure. It combines free access to books with fun social activities and a creative online element. 

Throughout the Challenge, library staff and teenage volunteers support the children, helping them to 

discover new authors and explore a wide range of different types of books. 

The theme for 2014 was Mythical Maze, illustrated by Sarah McIntyre. 

2014 Results 

Total Participation  

In total 839,622 children participated in the Summer Reading Challenge: 

 794,801 children across  the UK participated at their local library (44% were boys) 

 14,621 under 4’s in the UK took part in the Challenge, using the specially produced Summer 

Reading Challenge Early Years material (6,711 in 2013) 

 Internationally, the Summer Reading Challenge  reached  30,200 children who participated 

though the British Council (12,200)  and in Eire/ Republic of Ireland (18,000) 

UK Local Library Participation   

Overall UK participation in the Summer Reading Challenge was up 2.2 %.  Of the 794,801 children 

who participated at their local library: 

 463,601 children (58%) completed the Challenge by reading six books (43% were boys) 

 81,908 children joined the library as new members during the Challenge this summer 

“This challenge has definitely made a difference to my girls’ reading. They can’t wait to 
get to the library every few days. They wouldn’t have picked up a book this holiday if it 

wasn’t for the challenge! Now I think they will carry on even after it’s ended. So thank you 
very much. At last my children are enjoying books!” Parent  
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 801 children used the Summer Reading Challenge to achieve  Arts Award Discover1 across  

37 authorities in England (this figure will increase as children finish their Arts Award in the 

autumn term) 

 Based on the data supplied by 84% of participating authorities, we estimate that there were 

more than 18,000,000 children’s library issues in UK libraries over the summer. 

 8,126 volunteers aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge.  

2014 Results in Wales  

 Overall participation in Wales was down 0.3% (national average up 2.2%) 

 42,091 children registered to take part at their local library (14% of the 4 to 12 year old child 

population in Wales).   Of these children 44% were boys. 

 25338 children (60%) completed the Challenge by reading six books (national average 

58%). 

 A further 2,317 under 4-year-olds took part in the Challenge, using the specially produced Early 

Years material. 

 At least 4,418  children joined the library as new members during the Challenge this summer 

 Based on the data supplied by 17 out of the 22 participating authorities, we estimate that 

there were 835,182 children’s library issues in Wales over the summer. 

 16 visually impaired children took part using VI resources supplied by RNIB. 

 Over 27 young people aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge through volunteering. 

Value for money and sustainability  
By buying into the scheme public libraries benefit hugely from economies of scale. It costs less than 

£1 per child to take part in the challenge and its effectiveness and demonstrable value for money 

means that, despite tough times, most Welsh authorities are confident they can secure the running 

of the Challenge for 2015 and beyond.  In light of substantial budget cuts and staffing restructures, 

the sustainability of the Challenge in the future will inevitably depend on doing more with less, and 

being a bit more creative about the use of the budget. Many authorities are already thinking about 

changes to the way they operate the Challenge in their counties, and that kind of forward thinking is 

to be applauded.  

  

                                                           

1
 www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover  

http://www.artsaward.org.uk/srcdiscover
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How the Summer Reading Challenge works  

 

For more information about the Summer Reading Challenge, please visit our website: 

www.readingagency.org.uk/children alternatively, you can visit our year-round children’s 

website by going to www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk   

Reading for pleasure 
The Summer Reading Challenge, delivered by libraries, is the UK’s leading reading for pleasure 

programme for primary aged children. The Challenge harnesses the power of reading for pleasure to 

improve children’s life chances.  Reading for pleasure is a more important determinant of children’s 

educational success than their family’s socio-economic status2. Reading for pleasure is the only out-

of-school activity demonstrably linked to securing managerial or professional jobs3  The Challenge 

also motivates children to read more independently and often, and inspires boys to read outside the 

classroom (only 1 in 4 boys read outside class every day).   

“I think it was really good and I can’t wait until next year”. Nina aged 13, Denbighshire 

“Joshua really enjoyed taking part in the Mythical Maze and read a lot more over the summer 
holidays as a result. The challenge is a great incentive to get children – particularly boys- reading 
more” Mum of 10 year old child, Anglesey 

“Reading for pleasure is more important for children’s cognitive development than their parents’ level 
of education.” Institute of Education Research 2013  

                                                           

2
 OECD 2002; Oxford University 2011 

3  
University of Oxford, 2011  

http://www.readingagency.org.uk/children
http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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School readiness and successful learners   
Many libraries encouraged the under 4s to take part in the Challenge too, either by using the 

specially produced Early Years materials provided by The Reading Agency or simply by being flexible 

enough to accept anyone, of any age that wanted to take part. By welcoming any reader, under 4 or 

over 11 years old, they encouraged the whole family to take part, and contribute towards developing 

lifelong readers. It is well known that parents and carers who regularly share books with their young 

children help boost their child’s speech and language development, which in turn sets their children 

up for the best start in their school lives. As well as ensuring school readiness, the Challenge is also 

encouraging children who are already in school to continue reading over the long summer break. 

UKLA research4 showed that taking part in the Challenge helps prevent the summer dip in literacy 

skills, which is particularly damaging for disadvantaged children.  

“The reading challenge is such a great idea and all for free. It was so worth our while joining the 
library during the holidays to keep the kids reading” Mum of 5 year old girl and 8 year old boy, 
Anglesey 

“Samuel loved Mythical Maze Summer Reading Challenge! We think it is great as it keeps him 
reading throughout the summer and it’s so rewarding to him!” Parent  

 “As a parent and teacher I’ve seen children encouraged to read through this. Challenge visits from 

library to schools vital in summer term. Thanks.” Parent of 5 and 7 year olds and teacher, 

Denbighshire 

 “Children do not learn to read in isolation of the other skills of speaking, listening and writing.  

Learning to read should be fun for all children and it should not be rushed as ‘learning to read’ is 

special and unique to all children.” Language, Literacy and Communication Skills, Welsh Assembly 

Government, 2008  

Health, well-being and confidence  
The Challenge brings families together through reading, as well as offering a rich variety of free 

creative events. These free events offer children, together with their families, the opportunity to 

build their social and interactive skills as well as their confidence levels. The Challenge’s combination 

of fun, freedom, and creativity impacts significantly on children’s reading levels, range, motivation 

and confidence. Increasingly, the Challenge is being used by libraries and schools to target children 

most in need of support with reading.  

“We’ve done the challenge this summer and last summer. It’s really improved their reading 

confidence and they are so motivated to get the stickers each time. Getting the medal on the finishing 

day is also an exciting bonus for them! We’ll be doing it again next year! Thanks.” Parent of 6 year old 

twins, Denbighshire 

 “My daughter has a speech and language disorder and I decided to complete the reading scheme 

with her. This experience has been amazing for her. The confidence she has shown in speaking to the 

adults about the stories has been such a joy to watch.  Her understanding of the scheme we thought 

                                                           

4
 Summer Reading Challenge Impact Research Report, UKLA, 2009 
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would be a problem but she has enjoyed choosing her own books weekly and then gaining the 

rewards. Thank you to all the staff” Parent  

 
“Through reading, people access the ideas, information, and experiences that help them to 
understand themselves, their world and to learn and work effectively” National Literacy and 
Numeracy Framework, Welsh Assembly Government 2013 

Community Engagement through Volunteers  
Many authorities are seeing the benefits of using volunteers to strengthen their workforce and to 

improve the interaction with the children taking part in the Challenge. In 2014 over 8,000 volunteers 

aged 12 to 24 supported the Challenge across  the UK; and in Wales 6  authorities used 27 

volunteers, with the double benefits of acting as positive role models for children and building their 

own confidence, love of reading, well-being and pre-employment skills.   

Across the UK, of the young volunteers that completed our post volunteering survey, 89% said that 

they felt confident speaking to adults and 90% said they felt confident speaking to children since they 

have volunteered. 86% said they have gained new skills and experience, with 75% stating they have 

gained new skills in communication and 77% stating they have gained new skills in working with 

children 

 “Doing the challenge has really built my confidence as a person and has also given me plenty of new 

opportunities.”  Summer Reading Challenge volunteer, North Yorkshire libraries 

“I don’t know what we would have done without the volunteers. They have been great” Head of 

Children’s Services, Kingston Libraries 

Community Engagement through Partnership Working  
The Summer Reading Challenge gives libraries the opportunity to work and partner up with other 
organisations within their local area. Many of the collaborations we hear about involve libraries 
working with groups who target some of the most vulnerable children and families, and this is where 
the Challenge and libraries have the potential to make the biggest difference. In 2014 Welsh libraries 
worked with a range of organisations and partners, including family learning groups, Communities’ 
First groups, Tŵf, and local play schemes, and went out to community and school events to promote 
the Challenge and wider library services.  We hope the 2015 Challenge will give libraries the 
opportunity to extend their reach further so that together we’re putting our resources where they 
are really needed.   

Summer Reading Challenge 2015 
We are delighted to be working with Guinness World Records™ (GWR) on next year’s Summer 
Reading Challenge. GWR’s mission is around inspiring, celebrating achievement and personal best, 
which reflects the ethos of The Reading Agency and of the Summer Reading Challenge. GWR has a 
wealth of material and content, which will translate perfectly for the core Summer Reading Challenge 
and display materials. With a strong appeal to boys, the theme will also help encourage information 
skills, engage reluctant readers, inspire wider reading and provide a platform for community 
engagement with both local and national PR opportunities. 


