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World Book Day 2014! 
  
About this pack 

In this World Book Day Chatterbooks pack you’ll find a selection of books for your Chatterbooks 
groups to read and discuss – plus further book suggestions, useful website addresses, and activity 
and discussion ideas. 
The pack starts with some activity ideas which would work for all age groups, around their favourite 
books. 
It then features all the special World Book Day £1 books – for younger children through to teenage. 
For each book there is some general information, activity and discussion ideas, web links, and 
suggestions for further reading.  
 
The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership Children’s 
Reading Partners  
 
Chatterbooks [www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is a reading group programme for children 
aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading Agency and its patron is author Dame 
Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and schools, supporting and inspiring 
children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a really good time reading and talking 
about books. 
 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk   
 
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
 
World Book Day is the biggest celebration of its kind, anywhere. Millions of book vouchers are 
given out, there are great free books for kids, excitement everywhere (on blogs, in newspapers, on 
TV and in schools, libraries and, of course, bookshops), and people coming together (including lots 
and lots of young readers) in a big, loud, happy celebration of reading!  
 
Contents 
 
3 Four great World Book Day activities around your favourite books 
 
4 The ten £1 World Book Day Books: activity, discussion and further reading ideas 

 
For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session 

 

 

http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
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Four great World Book Day Activities around your favourite 
books! 

 

Make a Scrapbook  all about your group’s favourite book – and share it with 
the world! 

Get your group to choose a book they want to tell other groups 
about (all over the world) – you may need a vote on it! 
Then together create a 'scrapbook' about it.  
Decide what pages you want: eg. title page, the storyline, pages for 
different characters, the setting/s for the book, the author/s; what 
you like best about the book; what you don’t like so much about 
the book; why everyone should read it!  What design and 
decoration will you have? 

Decide who’s going to do which pages – and on with your scrapbook! 

You could create it as a power point – or as a real scrapbook which you then photograph to make a 
slide show.  Then why not share the photos with everyone on social media? You could upload your 
slide show to SlideShare, or post photos to Flickr or Pinterest. 

                        

Acting out a scene from your favourite book 
Ask your group to choose a scene from a favourite book to act out.  
Decide who’s going to be which character – and it may help if together you storyboard the main 
things that happen in the scene. 
With picture books you could make masks for the different characters.  
And why not video the performance to show to friends, family or other Chatterbooks groups? 
 

Create a quiz 
Split the group in two and ask the groups to think of questions for a book quiz.  
These could be general facts about reading, about favourite books, or about the World Book Day 
books. Write the questions and answers on cards and choose one person in each ‘team’ to be the 
‘quiz master’ – taking it in turns quizzing each other.  
They could also try out the quiz on friends and family – or run it as a competition in the library 
  

Guess the book/book charades    
Put in a box or bag a collection of books which you know your group has enjoyed.  
Get one of the group to pick one of the books out without showing the others. That person has to 
tell the group as many things about the book apart from the title and author they can remember in 
60 seconds - eg the characters, key things in the story etc. The group has to guess which book it is. 
Another way to play is to act out a charade about the book – the group could do this in teams, or 
individually in ‘Give Us A Clue’ miming style 

Make sure too that you have a good look at the World Book Day website as there are lots of 
ideas, games and fun things to do – check out the ‘cool stuff and games’!    
http://www.worldbookday.com/cool-stuff-games/  

http://www.slideshare.net/readingagency
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thereadingagency/
http://www.pinterest.com/readingagency/chatterbooks/
http://www.worldbookday.com/cool-stuff-games/
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 The £1 World Book Day Books: Activity and discussion ideas – 
and more books to read! 

 

David Melling     Hello, Hugless Douglas!     Hodder  

Hugless Douglas, the big bear with the big heart, is a funny and loveable 
brown bear who does what all children do. Meet him and all of his 
cuddly, crazy, bouncy animal friends this World Book Day! From waking 
up, to playtime, story time and then bedtime, every day begins and ends 
with a BIG hug! With added extra hug gallery you can choose your 
favourite too! 

About the author: David Melling became a freelance illustrator in 1986 
drawing for magazines and advertising agencies. In 1993 he illustrated his first children’s book.  
He first wrote and illustrated his own picture book The Kiss That Missed, in 2002, which was 
shortlisted for the Kate Greenaway award.  To date he has illustrated over 60 books, writing and 
illustrating around 15 of them.  He lives near Oxford.  See www.davidmelling.co.uk  

 
For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**See the ‘Hugs Gallery’ in Hello.Hugless Douglas. Can your group think of some more ‘Hugs’?            
eg a ‘Pet Hug’ ? 
 

** Hugless Douglas is good friend with the Funny Bunnies – can you think of ways you can be a 
good friend? 

 
**Get together a collection of picture books for small children that are comforting – eg. Guess 
How Much I Love You (McBratney), Can’t You Sleep Little Bear? (Waddell).  Talk about these 
books and ask your group which books helped to make them feel good when they were little. 

 
**Have a look at more books by David Melling – which are your favourites? 
 

**Go to the Hugh Douglas website to learn how to draw Douglas and make a Douglas mobile, 
plus more activities and games!     

More by David Melling Hugless Douglas and the Big Sleep Hodder 978-1444901498 

 The Kiss that Missed Hodder 978-0340999851 

 The Scallywags Hodder 978-0340884065 

If you like  
Hugless Douglas, try… 

   

Oliver Jeffers Up and Down HarperCollins 978-0007263851 

Sam McBratney Guess How Much I Love You Walker 978-1406319262 

Melanie Watt Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend Catnip 978-1905117659 

http://www.davidmelling.co.uk/
http://www.huglessdouglas.co.uk/fun-stuff.html
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Emily Gravett    Little Book Day Parade      Macmillan 
 
All the characters from your favourite Emily Gravett books are dressing up for 
World Book Day. They’re going as characters from their favourite books. Can 
you help them get ready? Matilda is going as the Cheshire Cat – but her cat 
needs a mad hat. And can you draw a long Rapunzel wig for one of the three 
little pigs? Join in the drawing and colouring activities with a host of favourite 
book characters and bring some creative fun to your World Book Day!     
 

About the author: Emily Gravett is a graduate of Brighton University and the winner of the 2004 
Macmillan Prize for Illustration. A traveller in her youth, Emily has now settled in Brighton with her 
partner, their young daughter – and two pet rats. Her first picture book, the inimitable WOLVES 
won the Kate Greenaway Medal 2005 and the Nestlé Children's Book Prize Bronze Award.  

 
For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

 
**Talk with your group about which book characters they would like to dress up as, and why.   
 
**In Emily Gravett’s Little Book Day Parade she suggests a simple dressing-up item for each 
character – eg. a mad hat for the Cheshire Cat.   
Get your group to think which simple things would make good dressing-up items for the 
characters they have chosen – eg – wand and wizard’s hat for Harry Potter!   

**See http://www.emilygravett.com/  for more activities and games 

 
 

More by Emily Gravett Again! Macmillan 978-0330544030 

 Little Mouse’s Big Book of Fears Macmillan 978-0230016194 

 Little Mouse’s Big Book of Beasts Macmillan 978-0230745384 

    

If you like Emily’s books, try…    

Anthony Browne Into the Forest Walker 978-1844285594 

Jon Klassen I Want My Hat Back Walker 978-1406338539 

Levi Pinfold Black Dog Templar 978-1848777484 

 

http://www.emilygravett.com/
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Jim Smith       Barry Loser: I Am Not Nit a Loser    Egmont 
‘Probably the most exciting millisecond in the history of my whole entire life on 
earth amen was the other day after school when my mum called me into the 
kitchen.’               
Barry is auditioning to be in an advert for nit shampoo! But when it all goes 
horribly wrong, Barry has a change of heart. It’s time to stand up for all insects 
and GIVE A BUG A HUG!   Join Barry in his quest to save the creepy crawlies in 
this nutty, nitty World Book Day adventure. 
 

About the author:  Barry Loser on Jim Smith: Jim Smith is the keelest kids' book smellchecker in the 
whole wide world amen. He graduated from art school with first class honours (the best you can 
get) and went on to create the branding for Puccino's coffee shops. Jim also does the Waldo 
Pancake range of cards and gift items, which is the keelest thing like that that exists.  Visit 
www.barryloser.com or www.jellypiecentral.co.uk/books/barry-loser/ 
 
Stop Press!  
 I am Still not a Loser has just been chosen as the Winner of this year’s Roald Dahl Funny Prize! 
 
For your Chatterbooks sessions: 
 
** Is there a situation when you have changed things for the better or fought for something you 
believe in?   Talk about this in your group – the things that you think haven’t worked out right for 
you – talk about ways you can turn them round, just as Barry decides that saving insects is better 
than killing them with nit shampoo!   
 
** Get your group to make up an advert for a deodorant or soap – think about what special 
perfume or effect it might have; how might you persuade people they really must buy it? 
Create your advert as a page in a magazine – or as a storyboard script for a short TV film 
 
See http://www.barryloser.com/keel-stuff/  
 
 
 
More by Jim Smith I am not a Loser Jelly Pie 978-1405260312 

 I am Still Not a Loser  Jelly Pie  9781405260329 

 I am so over being a Loser Jelly Pie 978-1405260336 

 I am Sort of a Loser  Jelly Pie  9781405268011 

If you like Jim’s books try….    

Jeff Kinney Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Hard Luck Puffin 978-0141350677 

Jonathan Meres May Require Batteries  
(The World of Norm) 

Orchard 978-1408326145 

Liz Pichon The Brilliant World of Tom Gates Scholastic 978-1407120690 

 

              

http://www.barryloser.com/
http://www.jellypiecentral.co.uk/books/barry-loser/
http://www.barryloser.com/keel-stuff/
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 Jill Murphy     Fun with the Worst Witch        Puffin 
Help Mildred Hubble and her best friend Maud crack spells, cook up 
potions and solve wizard word games. But watch out because terrifying 
Miss Hardbroom is never far away with a Crossword or two…!    Packed 
with puzzles and magical mayhem, this tricky little book will keep even 
the Worst Witch out of trouble! 
‘Such fun! I got so distracted my cauldron boiled over’ – Miss Cackle, 
Headmistress    ‘If Mildred spent longer practising her flying and less time 

on silly games she might not be the worst witch any more…’ – Miss Hardbroom, Form Mistress     
‘Puuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrr’ – Tabby   
 
About the author:  Jill Murphy was born in London in 1949. From a very early age she was drawing 
and writing stories. She went on to study at Chelsea, Croydon and Camberwell Schools of Art. Jill 
worked in a children's home and as a nanny, before becoming a freelance writer and illustrator. 
 

For your Chatterbooks session:  

 

**Read together The Worst Witch – or the latest book in the series, The Worst Witch and the 

Wishing Star – and talk about Mildred Hubble and how she is always getting her spells wrong.  

 

**Play this game and see if you can help Mildred make sense of her spells: 

Make anagrams of book titles and characters. Cut them out and put them into a cauldron (this 
could be a box painted black). Each child takes a turn to pick out an anagram and work out 
what the book title or character is. 

 
 **Many of the pictures in the Worst Witch books are silhouettes. Talk about what a silhouette is 
and look at examples.  Then create your own using black paper, or felt tip/drawing an outline and 
filling in – eg. of a cat, a broomstick, each other’s profiles  

                                             
 
 
More by Jill Murphy 

The Worst Witch Puffin 978-0141349596 

 The Worst Witch and the Wishing Star Puffin (hbk) 978-0141383996 

If you like Jill’s books try….    

Debi Gliori Witch Baby and Me Corgi 978-0552556767 

Astrid Lindgren Pippi Longstocking OUP 978-0192782410 

Ursula Williams Gobbolino the Witch’s Cat Puffin 978-0140302394 
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Lauren St John     The Midnight Picnic: a Laura Marlin mystery    
Orion 
When a prize-winning essay earns Laura Marlin an invitation to a midnight picnic 
on mysterious Bodmin Moor she can hardly wait, especially since her best friend, 
Tariq, and husky, Skye, get to come too.   But Bodmin is a place steeped in 
legend and as the fog descends it becomes hard to separate myth from reality. 
When a freak accident leaves the children alone, Laura has to use all her powers 
of deduction to outwit an enemy who may not even exist. 
 

About the author: Lauren St John was born in Gatooma, Rhodesia, now Kadoma, Zimbabwe. Aged 
11 she and her family moved to Rainbow's End farm in Gadzema, which later became the subject of 
her memoir. After studying journalism, she relocated to England, where she was golf correspondent 
for the SUNDAY TIMES. 
She is the author of several books on sports and music, as well as the award-winning children's 
series The White Giraffe, the Blue Peter Award winning Laura Marlin series, and the bestselling One 
Dollar Horse trilogy. Her first adult novel, The Obituary Writer was published in 2013. 

For your Chatterbooks sessions:  

**Find out more about the Beast of Bodmin – and other legendary creatures such as Black Dogs, 
Dragons, and Yeti.   For more about such creatures see our Chatterbooks pack ‘Lost Worlds’.  

  

**What would make your group’s ideal picnic outing?   
Make lists of everyone’s ideas – where? what food and drink? what 
activities? -  and then vote for the perfect picnic trip!  

 
**Foggy fun – collect as many words as possible describing fog, and being in the fog – then using 
these words write a group poem, or individual poems or  stories 

 

More by Lauren St John Dead Man’s Cove Orion  978-1444001488 

 The White Giraffe Orion 978-1842555637 

 The One Dollar Horse Orion 978-1444006360 

If you like Lauren’s books try….    

Lauren Child Look into My Eyes - Ruby Redfort  HarperCollins 978-0007334070 

Sarah Lean The Forever Whale HarperCollins 978-0007512225 

Gill Lewis Moon Bear OUP 978-0192793539 

 

http://readinggroups.org/chatterbooks/lost-worlds-chatterpack.html
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Terry Deary & Martin Brown  Terrible Trenches  
Scholastic 
It’s history with the nasty bits left in! One hundred years since the 
start of the First World War, discover what life was like in the 
trenches from both sides of the barbed wire in Horrible Histories: 
Terrible Trenches. From foul food to coping with legions of lice – 
discover how your own wee could save your life, which animals wore 

gas masks and why Big Bertha terrified the Brits.   
 

About the authors: Terry lives in County Durham, in the North-east of England. He has been a 
theatre-director, museum manager, and drama teacher and, for 35 years, an author of fiction and 

non-fiction, and TV, theatre, and radio scripts. The TV series of Horrible Histories® has won several 

Children's BAFTA awards. In 2011 he won the Sheffield Children's Book award for his novel Put Out 
the Light - a book that was nominated for the Carnegie Medal in 2012. 
Martin is an Australian cartoonist and illustrator, who now lives in Dorset. He worked on 
Scholastic’s Coping With series, and from there moved on to Horrible Histories. He has recently 
illustrated the reissue of Philip Pullman’s New Cut Gang.   

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**Have a look at our Chatterbooks World War 1 pack for lots of activity and discussion ideas. 

**Based on the Horrible Histories series of books by Terry Deary, Martin Brown’s illustrations 
were adapted to create this bespoke animation.      

**And see the Horrible Histories website 

More by Terry Deary The Bomber Balloon (World War I Tales) A & C Black 978-
1408191651 

 Frightful First World War (Horrible 
Histories) 

Scholastic 978-
1407138916 

    

For more WW1 books 
try…. 

   

Mick Manning Charlie’s War - Illustrated Franklin 
Watts 

978-
1445110332 

Sarah Ridley Brothers at War Franklin 
Watts 

978-
1445124056 

Tony Robinson Weird World of Wonders: World War I Macmillan 978-
1447227717 

http://readingagency.org.uk/children/003-tips/wwi-chatterbooks-activity-pack.html
http://northoverbrown.com/56646/502068/our-work/terrible-trenches
http://www.horrible-histories.co.uk/
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James Patterson  Middle School: How I Got Lost in London  
Young Arrow 
As school trips go, this one is pretty awesome…   When I was told we were 
going to London to study Living History, I thought they were joking. But here I 
am! Rafe Khatchadorian – global jetsetter!   Now all I need to do is find a way of 
avoiding the school bully, getting Jeanne Galletta to talk to me, and try not to 
get lost in London.    But things are never that simple. So fasten your seatbelts 
and hold on tight, because this could be a very bumpy flight… 
 

About the author: James Patterson is the best-selling thriller writer in the world today and in total, 
James’s books have sold over 275 million copies worldwide.   He is the creator of the top-selling 
detective series Alex Cross – whose adventures have been adapted for the big screen three times. 
James’s novels have won several awards including the Edgar, the BCA Mystery Guild's Thriller of the 
Year, and the Reader's Digest Reader's Choice Award. In January, 2010, The New York Times 
Magazine hailed him as having ‘transformed book publishing’.   
James started writing for young adults in 2005 as a way to get his son Jack to read more and since 
then his series for kids - which include Maximum Ride, Daniel X, Witch & Wizard, I Funny and 
Middle School - have skyrocketed, with more than 220 weeks on the bestseller lists. In 2010, he was 
voted Children’s Choice Book Awards ‘Author of the Year’, by more than 15,000 children and teen 
readers.   From his James Patterson Pageturner Awards (which reward groups and individuals for 
creative and effective ways of spreading the joy of reading) to his website ReadKiddoRead.com 
(which helps adults find books that kids are sure to love) to his founding partnership of Booktrust’s 
Children’s Reading Fund in the UK, James Patterson is a lifelong champion of books and reading.   
Discover more about James Patterson’s books:  www.jamespatterson.co.uk 

For your Chatterbooks session:   
**Have a look at the points made about book covers in this blog.  
Make a collection of books with different kinds of covers – include books which your group may 
not have read - and then get a discussion going in your group about what sort of covers make you 
want to read a book, and what puts you off. 
Eg. Do some colour combinations work better than others?  Will a dog – or other animal - on the 
cover attract attention?  What else attracts attention?   Does a long title put you off?   
What does your group think of the cover of Middle School ?  Does it make you want to read the 
book?  Does it give you a good idea of what the story is about?   
**See http://middleschoolbook.com  

More by James Patterson I Even Funnier (I Funny series) Young Arrow 978-0099567448 

 Middle School: Get Me Out of Here! Young Arrow 978-0099567547 

    

If you like James’s books try….    

Ros Asquith Letters from an Alien Schoolboy Piccadilly 978-1848120945 

Anthony McGowan The Donut Diaries Corgi 978-0552564373 

Andy Stanton Sterling and the Canary Barrington Stoke 978-1781122716 

http://readkiddoread.com/
http://www.jamespatterson.co.uk/
http://blog.readkiddoread.com/judge-the-cover-buy-the-book/
http://middleschoolbook.com/
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Sarah Lean     Jack Pepper    HarperCollins 
Someone special will never be forgotten…  
When Ruby and Sid read a poster about a missing dog called Jack Pepper they 
remember an adventure they had, and a little dog they once met. Could the 
two possibly be connected? 
 

About the author:  Sarah Lean lives in England with her husband, son, and dog. 
She has worked as a page planner for a newspaper, a stencil maker, a gardener, and a primary 
school teacher, among various other things. She is also the author of A Hundred Horses.   See 
www.sarahlean.co.uk  

For your Chatterbooks sessions: 

**For Ruby the swing is a place to sit and think – what are your favourite places to think? And 
your favourite places to read? 

**When your group has read Jack Pepper you could introduce and talk about other books which 
are about children’s feelings about a younger/baby brother or sister – eg. The Lion in the 
Meadow (Mahy), Skellig (Almond), Superfudge (Blume), Beezus and Ramona (Cleary) 

** “You wouldn’t forget that dog”, says Sid when he sees the poster of Jack Pepper at the 

beginning of the story.                                                                                                                 

Animals are unique. Like humans, they have different personalities and character traits. Can you 

think of an animal like that? Perhaps you have a pet (or have had one in the past) that you could 

write about. 

On a piece of paper, ask children to write about that animal. Include the name, a description, 
character traits and likes/dislikes. They can draw a picture of the animal. Put all the pieces of 
paper in a box and mix them up. Then, take turns in picking out an animal, and see if you can 
match it to the person who wrote about it.  
 

More by Sarah Lean A Dog Called Homeless HarperCollins 978-0007455034 

 A Horse for Angel HarperCollins 978-0007455058 

 The Forever Whale HarperCollins 978-0007512225 

If you like Sarah’s books try….    

Sam Angus Soldier Dog Macmillan 978-1447220053 

Fleur Hitchcock Dear Scarlett Nosy Crow 978-0857631503 

Helen Peters The Secret Hen House Theatre Nosy Crow 978-0857630650 

 

http://www.sarahlean.co.uk/
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Robert Muchamore    Rock War: the Audition    Hodder 
A dramatic addition to Robert Muchamore’s new series, Rock War, this 
introduces new characters, a never-before-seen band, and a behind-the-scenes 
look at the Rock War auditions. This is a perfect way in to the series, and a must 
for Rock War fans.   
Two kids, one band, one crucial audition. But will they risk their friendship for 
the sake of musical stardom? 
 
About the author:  Robert Muchamore spent thirteen years working as a private 

investigator. He loves Arsenal and watching people fall down holes. He hates swimming and getting 
chased by cows. His CHERUB series has now become a number one bestseller in several countries. 
Visit www.rockwar.com or www.facebook.com/rockwarbooks 

For your Chatterbooks/reading group sessions: 

**Song lyrics: Write out the lyrics to some songs on a piece of paper, leaving blanks for some of 

the words. Now, listen to the songs, on CD/ youtube, and either in pairs or as a group, try and fill 

in the blanks. Sing along to the songs. 

**How does music make you feel?  Choose three or four different songs or pieces of music to 

listen to. Play them to the group and ask them to write down how the music makes them feel or 

describe what they see when they listen. They could draw a picture if they find that easier. But 

ask them not to put their name on their work or the name of the music they were listening to.                                                                                                                                            

Next, pin all the pieces of paper up and ask the group to try and guess which piece of writing or 

picture goes with which song. Check if they were right - but it doesn’t matter if they weren’t!  

Use the activity as a way to encourage a discussion.  

**Invent a new band of your own. Ask the group: If you were to start a new band what would it 

be called? How many musicians would it have and what instruments would they play? What sort 

of ‘sound’ would the band have? Design a band logo. Write some song lyrics.   

 

**Having a go at writing your own novel?  For some very practical tips see 

www.muchamore.com/tips.htm  

   

More by Robert Muchamore Rock War 1 Hodder 978-1444914535 

 CHERUB: Black Friday Hodder 978-0340999240 

 Scorched Earth- Henderson’s Boys Hodder 978-1444902334 

If you like Robert’s books try….    

Charlie Higson The Fallen Penguin 978-0141336145 

Anthony Horowitz Russian Roulette Walker 978-1406310504 

Rick Riordan The House of Hades Puffin 978-0141339184 

http://p5tre.emv3.com/LP/irsxvTmvPl8
https://www.facebook.com/rockwarbooks
http://www.muchamore.com/tips.htm
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Maureen Johnson      The Boy in the Smoke     Hot Key Books 
On a cold night, Stephen Dene went to the Eton boathouse to perform a 
desperate act. But someone stopped him along the way, sending his life in a 
new and decidedly strange direction–leading him to London, to two new 
friends, and to a world of shadows and mystery.  From New York Times 
bestselling author of The Name of the Star, The Boy in the Smoke is a thrilling 
prequel to The Shades of London series.   
 
About the author:  Maureen Johnson went to New York City to study writing 

and drama at Columbia University. Along the way, she served up hamburgers in the company of 
mad scientists and talking skeletons in New York, worked in a bar in Piccadilly Circus, nervously 
worked alongside five tigers in Las Vegas, and once got mixed up with the entire cast of a major 
West End musical. She is the author of The Key to the Golden Firebird and The Bermudez Triangle. 
You can visit Maureen online at www.maureenjohnsonbooks.com  

For your Chatterbooks/reading group session: 

**Shades of London acts as a supernatural police force protecting London from ghosts and 
helping them pass into the afterlife – discuss in your group if you believe in ghosts or the 
supernatural.   Ask if anyone would be willing to share any experiences they have had that make 
them believe they are real/not real. 

**As a group discuss the idea of secret police forces – does anyone think they exist around the 
world and whether there are things that the government isn’t telling us? 

**Compare The Boy in the Smoke to other books or TV shows that might be similar to it – for 
instance, Sherlock or Dr Who.  What similarities does it share? What do you like about this genre? 

More by Maureen Johnson Suite Scarlett Hot Key Books 978-1471402029 

 The Name of the Star –  
Shades of London 

HarperCollins 978-0007432271 

 The Key to the Golden Firebird Hot Key Books 978-1471401763 

If you like Maureen’s books try….    

Jenny Downham You Against Me David Fickling Books 978-1849920483 

Chris Higgins He’s After Me Hodder 978-0340997017 

Julie Mayhew Red Ink Hot Key 978-1471400759 

 

http://www.maureenjohnsonbooks.com/

