
  

Summer Reading Challenge 2013 and Arts Award Discover 

“We felt that the booklet was an excellent tool for delivering Arts Award Discover” 

“House and the Mouse was a great extension to the summer reading challenge for 
younger but keen readers. This is specially a bonus for younger children” 

Quotes from the Summer Reading Challenge2103 Arts Award Evaluation survey 

1. Background 
Arts Award provides children and young people with a framework to discover, be inspired by, 
and engage with the arts.  It has four levels (Explore, Bronze, Silver, and Gold) and an 
introductory level, Discover, which is open to children from the age of five.  The areas of the arts 
it covers is broad, ranging from the visual and performance arts, through to activities in 
museums and libraries. 

In early 2013 discussions took place between the Arts Council England funded Bridge 
organisations, Trinity College (who manage Arts Award on behalf of the Arts Council) and The 
Reading Agency looking at if and how Arts Award could be effectively used in libraries taking part 
in the Summer Reading Challenge 2013.  It was felt by linking the Arts Award Discover level to 
the activities carried out by libraries in the Summer Reading Challenge there would be a benefit 
for libraries in engaging and rewarding their Summer Reading Challenge participants and that it 
would help develop relationships between libraries and the Bridge organisations. 

2. Funding 
It was agree that the 10 regional Bridge organisations would contribute £700 each (total £7000) 
to fund a pilot project in integrated Arts Award Discover into the Summer Reading Challenge 
notebook activities.  In kind support was provided by The Reading Agency through the Summer 
Reading Challenge Director, Anne Sarrag, and by Trinity College though Caroline Bray, Arts 
Award Museums, Heritage and Libraries Project Manager.  

In addition to this Sarah Mears, from Essex Libraries provided invaluable support and expertise 
to the project Steering Group throughout the project. 

3. Activities 
The Summer Reading Challenge theme for 2013 was Creepy House, and the supporting 
notebook was titled Mouse in the House.  The Mouse in the House notebook was based upon 
ideas from Illustrator Chris Riddell and contained a number of illustrations that he and 
Macmillan publishers kindly contributed. 

The notebook was designed to guide children through a learning experience and to encourage 
them to participate in the Summer Reading Challenge and explore new literature and take part 
in discovering and participating in new arts forms.  These included exploring the library and 
other cultural organisations for new artists authors, encouraging that to try illustrating 
characters from the notebook, introducing characters from Chris Riddell’s Goth Girl to new 
readers in an short extract from this work, and to help children to think about how the arts and 
cultural inspiration surrounds them, in the library, whilst taking part in the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and beyond. 
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With help from the Bridge organisations, Trinity College, Chris Riddell, and Paddy McNulty the 
notebook was specifically designed so that children could use it as a ‘stand alone’ activity and as 
an evidence log for libraries who had committed to registering children as taking part in Arts 
Award Discover. 

Libraries were encouraged to use the notebook as a way of engaging with Arts Award Discover 
and to help facilitate this Trinity College set a special discounted rate for any Arts Award 
Discover participants from the Summer Reading Challenge. 

By the end of the Summer Reading Challenge 20131: 

 61 volunteers participating in the Summer Reading Challenge engaged with Arts Award. 
9 achieved the Bronze Award 

 27 Library Services are either Arts Award Centres or Supporters 

 40 Library Services linked the Summer Reading Challenge 2013 to Arts Award 

 A total of 1028 children engaged with Arts Award through Summer Reading Challenge 
2013. 610 gained the Discover Award 

 65 Library Services used the ‘Mouse and the House” notebook 

 27 of these 65 Library Services used it to deliver Arts Award Discover 

4. Impact 

“The theme and illustrations for the Summer Reading Challenge were anyway particularly 
popular this year, but the Arts Award Discover added an extra dimension for children who 

wanted to do more than just read.” 

Quote from the Summer Reading Challenge 2013 Arts Award evaluation 

In order to gain more insight into the impact of incorporating Arts Award Discover into the 
Summer Reading Challenge 2013 a separate short evaluation was sent to library services who 
delivered Arts Award Discover.  From this survey we got 33 responses. 

Overall there was a positive response to incorporating Arts Award into the Summer Reading 
Challenge 2013.  The evaluation identified: 

 Half of the respondents stated that that using Arts Award Discover encouraged children 
to spend longer in the library and that it was an effective way of enhancing children’s 
engagement the Summer Reading Challenge. 

 Four fifths of library services have a greater understanding of Arts Award after 
participating in the Summer Reading Challenge 2013. 

 All library services that responded are considering or will become Arts Award 
Supporters. 

 Three quarters of library services believe that it is beneficial to incorporate Arts Award 
into the Summer Reading Challenge 

In addition to being asked about the impact of using Arts Award with the Summer Reading 
Challenge within their library services evaluation participants were asked for suggestions on how 
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 Data from the Summer Reading Challenge 2013 evaluation questionnaires 
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Arts Award could be delivered in order to engage library services more effectively in the future.  
Suggestions were: 

 It could help build links with other Arts Award providers 

 Arts Award would work well if delivered with schools in partnership with libraries 

 Summer Reading Challenge volunteers could be used in the library service to deliver Arts 
Award 

 Arts Award could delivered in libraries outside of the regular Summer Reading Challenge 
period 

 Ideas for future partnerships with other Arts Award providers and schools would be 
beneficial, especially if this could provide evidence and justification for continued 
funding and support in the current political and economic climate. 

4. Challenges 
There were two major challenges identified in the evaluation: 

 Staff time, resources, and budget to deliver Arts Award 

 The timing of the promotion of the Arts Award element to the Summer Reading 
Challenge 2013. 

Both of these challenges were identified by the Steering Committee whilst planning and 
managing the Arts Award pilot throughout the Summer Reading Challenge 2013. 

Staff time, resources, and budget are always going to a difficult issue for any external agencies 
and projects to effectively address in such a large national based project.  The pilot has identified 
the benefits to libraries as outlined in the impacts above and hope that library services can 
identify that there is value in engaging Arts Award as it helps children’s engagement with the 
library and with literacy in the longer term. 

Trinity College also acknowledge that funding is a challenge for library services and addressed 
this by lowering their fee for Arts Award Discover participants to £1 in 2013.  

A major challenge was the incorporation and promotion of Arts Award with the Summer Reading 
Challenge in 2013.  This was caused by the relatively late start of the Arts Award element of the 
Summer Reading Challenge and this lead to a knock on effect where by many services did not 
receive suitable information until late in the Summer term. 

This has been addressed by better forward planning for incorporating Arts Award in the Summer 
Reading Challenge 2014.  Planning considerations began discussion in the autumn of 2013 for 
the roll out of any Arts Award elements in the Summer Reading Challenge 2014.  

5. Conclusion 
Arts Award Discover is a useful and beneficial tool to adding value to children’s experience of the 
Summer Reading Challenge.  It prolongs children’s engagement with the library through the 
Summer Reading Challenge and can be used by library services and other cultural partners as a 
starting point for children to discover new cultural organisations and art forms. 

Library services could use Arts Award to further engage and partner with schools who are 
already to committed to Arts Award either by becoming Arts Award Supporters, or if they have 
trained advisors, Arts Award Centres.  If libraries are able – through budget and resources – to 
train members of staff as advisors they can use this as leverage to engage with a range of 
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cultural and arts organisations, potentially adding value to existing activities or identifying new 
activities for children and young people. 

There is scope for other levels of Arts Award to be deployed within the library sector and the 
Summer Reading Challenge, such as Bronze Awards for teenage/young people library volunteers.  
This would bring an added and tangible benefit to such groups. 

If Arts Award is to continue to be developed with the Summer Reading Challenge longer term 
planning will be essential to ensure that library services are prepared to use it.  This is being 
addressed with the Summer Reading Challenge 2014 preparations. 

Challenges around budgets and resources are an on-going concern for library services and are 
difficult for external organisations to effectively address.  By close working between The Reading 
Agency, the Bridge organisations, and Trinity College there may be scope to partially address 
these it will be by highlighting the beneficial outcomes to children involved in Arts Award that 
will really be effective.  If library services using Arts Award can develop new links and improved 
numbers/satisfaction rating these will be the strongest indicators of the benefit of Arts Award to 
children and then ultimately library services and partners. 

 


