If your child has been offered the chance to do an Arts Award as part of the
Creepy House Summer Reading Challenge this summer, here’s some useful
information about the Arts Award framework and how your child will benefit.
What is Arts Award?
Arts Award offers unique nationally recognised qualifications that support children and
young people aged up to 25 to grow as artists and arts leaders, inspiring them to
connect to and take part in the arts and cultural world. Arts Award is available at
five levels, four of which (Explore, Bronze, Silver and Gold) are accredited.
Arts Award Discover is the introductory level. Through Arts Award Discover, children
discover the arts all around them, and find out how art in its many forms is part of their
everyday world. This is the level that children will achieve if they combine it with their
participation in the Creepy House Summer Reading Challenge (www.creepy-house.org.uk).

Who organises Arts Award?
Arts Award is managed by Trinity College London in association with Arts Council
England, working with 10 regional Bridge organisations. This summer, Arts Award is
working with The Reading Agency (the charity that organises the Summer Reading
Challenge with libraries) to pilot Arts Award Discover alongside the Challenge in libraries.

How does it fit with the Summer Reading Challenge?
Literature is an art form that is part of our daily lives. Words are around us all
the time: in novels, picture books, newspapers, TV series and advertising.
The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to use their library and
read at least six library books during the summer holidays. Libraries encourage children
to explore new authors and arts activities, and Arts Award Discover is a perfect fit, as it
encourages children and young people to try out creative activities, find out about artists
and writers behind books, stories and art works, record their discoveries in an arts log
and share what they’ve done with family and friends. Through Arts Award, children can
start on an exciting arts journey, using the activities that are part of Summer Reading
Challenge as a stepping stone to discovering other art forms.

What will my child have to do?
A special booklet has been designed by illustrator Chris Riddell
for the Creepy House Summer Reading Challenge
called ‘The House and the Mouse’. The booklet
includes suggestions and ideas for all sorts of
creative activities, and by doing all of these your
child will have completed Arts Award Discover.

What do I need to do?
Libraries have trained some of their staff as
Arts Award advisers, who support children and young people to achieve
Arts Award, and they will know exactly what needs to be done, but parents and carers
can get involved too! Look out for the arts all around you at home and when you’re
out and about.
If you go to an exhibition or performance, visit a museum or cinema, or go to a festival
talk about what you enjoyed, pick up flyers and take photos and keep them with the
booklet. Your child’s Arts Award work will be assessed by the library, based on the
information in their House and Mouse booklet and they don’t have to have any extras
to add - but if you were going on outings anyway why not add them in to make a
record of your creative summer holidays in 2013?
For more information about Arts Award see www.artsaward.org.uk

