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About this pack 

This Chatterbooks pack celebrates the publication of Dame Jacqueline Wilson’s 100th book Opal 
Plumstead – coming out in October 2014. It’s a historical novel set in 1914, with a feisty Jacqueline 
Wilson heroine who has to leave school and work in a factory.  Opal learns to make her way, meets 
with suffragettes – and falls in love.  Jacqueline Wilson has written four other historical novels, 
featuring another brave and bright girl, Hetty Feather, who was abandoned as a baby and taken to 
the Foundling Hospital. 

In this pack you’ll find lots of information about these books, and about Jacqueline. 
There are links to Jacqueline’s website www.jacqueline.wilson.co.uk  and to activity ideas produced 
by Random House to support a recent ‘virtually live’ session with Jacqueline. 

And there are more great activities for your group to enjoy, plus ideas for discussion topics, details 
of more books by Jacqueline, and suggestions for more books to read, linked to the themes in this 
book.    The pack is brought to you by The Reading Agency and their publisher partnership 
Children’s Reading Partners  
 

Chatterbooks [ www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks] is the UK’s largest network of children’s 
reading groups - for children and young paople aged 4 to 14 years. It is coordinated by The Reading 
Agency and its patron is author Dame Jacqueline Wilson. Chatterbooks groups run in libraries and 
schools, supporting and inspiring children’s literacy development by encouraging them to have a 
really good time reading and talking about books. 
CHATTERBOOKS WEEK 11–18 OCTOBER 2014 is a celebration of the Chatterbooks network and the 
fun that goes on in Chatterbooks sessions. It’s a chance for schools, libraries and individuals across 
the UK to introduce children to the pleasure of reading and sharing books by taking part in 
Chatterbooks activity, or setting up a Chatterbooks group.  
Find out more, and let us know what you are doing, on our website. 
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more 
through programmes for adults, young people and Children – including the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and Chatterbooks. See www.readingagency.org.uk   
Children’s Reading Partners is a national partnership of children’s publishers and libraries working 
together to bring reading promotions and author events to as many children and young people as 
possible. 
 

Chatterbooks Jacqueline Wilson pack: Contents 
3 About Jacqueline Wilson and her historical books 
7 Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions  
15 Word search answers 
16 Random House activity sheets 
 
 
For help in planning your Chatterbooks meeting, have a look at these Top Tips for a Successful 
Session 

 
 
 

http://www.jacqueline.wilson.co.uk/
http://www.readinggroups.org/chatterbooks
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/celebrate-chatterbooks-week-11---18-october.html
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/chatterbooks-resources/chatterbooks-resources.html
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Jacqueline Wilson 
 

Jacqueline Wilson is a hugely popular author 
who served as Children’s Laureate from 
2005-7. She has been awarded a number of 
prestigious awards, including the British 
Children’s Book of the Year and the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Award (for The Illustrated 
Mum), the Smarties Prize and the Children’s 
Book Award (for Double Act, for which she 
was also highly commended for the Carnegie 
Medal). In 2002 Jacqueline was given an OBE 
for services to literacy in schools and in 2008 
she was appointed a Dame.  

She was the author most borrowed from British libraries in the last decade. Her 
books have sold 35 million copies in the UK alone and include such favourites as The 
Story of Tracy Beaker, The Suitcase Kid, The Cat Mummy, and Girls in Love.  
 
Many of her books are illustrated by Nick Sharratt, whose drawings match 
Jacqueline’s characters perfectly. Have a look at this video where Jacqueline and Nick 
talk about working together.  
 
Jacqueline is also the Reading Agency Ambassador for Chatterbooks – known and 
loved by the members of this children’s reading group network.  Here’s what she says 
about Chatterbooks: 
“Running a Chatterbooks reading club is a fantastic way to introduce children to new 
books and authors, and for them to have fun with lots of creative activities.  It gives 
children confidence in choosing books, and talking in a group.  I would love to have 
joined Chatterbooks when I was a child!” 
 
 
Visit Jacqueline’s website www.jacqueline.wilson.co.uk  
There’s a whole Jacqueline Wilson town to explore! You can generate your own 
special username, customise your online bedroom, test your knowledge of 
Jacqueline’s books with fun quizzes and puzzles, and upload book reviews.  
There’s lots of fun stuff to discover, including competitions, book trailers, and 
Jacqueline’s scrapbook. And if you love writing, visit the special storytelling area! 
Plus, you can hear the latest news from Jacqueline in her monthly diary, find out 
whether she’s doing events near you, read her fan-mail replies, and chat to other 
fans on the message boards. 

http://wn.com/nick_sharratt
http://www.jacqueline.wilson.co.uk/
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        Opal Plumstead      Random House 
 
        978-057531094  hbk      978-0857531100 pbk 

 

 

 

 

Opal Plumstead might be plain, but she has always been fiercely intelligent. Yet her 
scholarship and dreams of university are snatched away when her father is sent to 
prison, and fourteen-year-old Opal must start work at the Fairy Glen sweet factory to 
support her family.   
Opal struggles to get along with the other workers, who think her snobby and stuck-
up. But Opal idolises Mrs Roberts, the factory's beautiful, dignified owner, who 
introduces Opal to the legendary Mrs Pankhurst and her fellow Suffragettes.  
And when Opal meets Morgan - Mrs Roberts' handsome son, and the heir to Fairy 
Glen - she believes she has found her soul-mate. But the First World War is about to 
begin, and will change Opal's life for ever. 

 

A taste… On Monday morning I walked to the Fairy Glen factory, so frightened I could 
barely put one foot in front of the other. As I got near I became part of a milling 
throng of jostling girls, burly men walking three or four abreast, and larky boys 
dashing about, laughing and joking. I felt like a hopeless alien in a foreign country. 
When I got to the tall factory gates, I stopped in my tracks, grasping the railings, not 
sure I could go through with it. 
Then the factory clock struck eight. There was a last surge of workers, and I got swept 
along with them, across the yard and in through a dark doorway. They rushed off 
purposefully in different directions. I stood dithering, not having a clue where to go or 
what to do. It was far worse than my first day at school. I had to struggle not to 
dissolve into tears like a five-year-old. 
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Hetty Feather Random House   978-0440868354   pbk 

 
It’s London, 1876. Hetty Feather is just a tiny baby when her mother leaves her 
at the Foundling Hospital. The Hospital cares for abandoned children - but 
Hetty must first live with a foster family until she is big enough to go to school.  
Life in the countryside is sometimes hard, but with her foster brothers, Jem 
and Gideon, Hetty helps in the fields and plays vivid imaginary games. Together 

they sneak off to visit the travelling circus – Tanglefield’s Travelling Circus - and Hetty is mesmerised 
by the show, especially the stunning Madame Adeline and her performing horses.  
But then Hetty has to return to the Foundling Hospital to begin her education. The new life of awful 
uniforms and terrible food is a struggle for her, and she desperately misses her beloved Jem. But 
now she has the chance to find her real mother. Could she really be Madame Adeline? Or will Hetty 
find the truth is even more surprising?  

A taste… I lay on my back feeling so wretchedly lonely in my narrow bed…I lay trembling hour after 
hour. I felt so small in this huge room of spiteful girls. I seemed to grow smaller and smaller as I lay 
there. I clutched myself in fear that I was actually shrinking. I did not seem myself any more. I 
gripped my elbows tightly and gritted my teeth. I had to hang on to myself. I was not going to 
become just another foundling girl in hideous apparel. I might have to wear the dress, cap, apron 
and tippet, I might have to obey all their dreadful rules, but inside my head I still had to stay Hetty 
Feather.  

     Sapphire Battersea     Random House    978-0440869276  pbk 

Hetty Feather is a Foundling Hospital girl and was given her name when she 
was left there as a baby. When she is reunited with her mother, she hopes her 
beautiful new name, Sapphire Battersea, will also mean a new life! But things 
don't always go as planned... 
  
Follow the twists and turns of Hetty's adventure as she goes out to work as a 
maid for a wealthy man. She longs to be reunited with her childhood 
sweetheart Jem - but also finds a new sweetheart, Bertie the butcher's boy, 

who whisks her away from her chores to experience the delights of the funfair!  

But Hetty's life may also take a darker path. Can she cope with the trials ahead? 

A taste… ‘I don’t want any followers’, I said, but found I was a little cheered all the same. I still had 
miles of stone flags to scrub, and my cut finger was throbbing more sorely than ever, but it didn’t 
seem such a terrible task any more. When I was done at long last, Mrs Briskett fried me a slice of 
yesterday’s currant cake in butter, dusted it with sugar and served it to me on a plate. It tasted truly 
delicious. 
I was set to more work straight afterwards, running up and down stairs tending the fires and 
fetching hot water. Then Mrs Briskett got it into her head that her saucepans weren’t quite clean, 
and I had to boil them all for half an hour on the range , then attack the enamel pans with a rag and 
Monkey Brand. It nearly broke my heart when she dirtied them all again cooking Mr Buchanan’s 
dinner. 
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   Emerald Star     Random House       978-0440869856   pbk 

Since leaving the Foundling Hospital, Hetty has seen her fair share of drama, 
excitement, tragedy and loss. After the death of her beloved mama, she sets 
off to find a real home at last - starting with the search for her father. 

But Hetty is no longer a simple country girl, and begins to fear she'll never truly 
belong anywhere. And even when she is reunited with her beloved childhood 
sweetheart Jem, Hetty still longs for adventure - especially when an enchanting 
figure from her past makes an unexpected reappearance.  

 
Could a more exciting future lie ahead for Hetty? 

A taste…   I breathed in my father’s strange smell of sea and wool and fish, and wept against his 
chest. He held me tightly. I think he was crying too. The sun suddenly came out between black 
clouds and the gulls screamed over the grey shoals of fish. I felt dazzled, deafened, unable to think 
clearly at all. I simply clung to my father as if I would never let him go. I had found him at last. My 
heart was beating so fast I felt faint, as if Mama herself were stirring within me… 
 

      Diamond       Random House       978-0440869863   pbk 

Diamond wasn't always a star. Born to penniless parents who longed for a 
strong, healthy son, she was a delicate daughter- and a bitter disappointment. 
Discovering an extraordinary gift for acrobatics, Diamond uses her talent to 
earn a few pennies, but brings shame on her family. When a mysterious, 
cruel-eyed stranger spots her performing, Diamond is sold - and is taken to 
become an acrobat at Tanglefield's Travelling Circus.  
The crowds adore Diamond, but life behind the velvet curtains is far from 
glamorous. Her wicked master forces Diamond to attempt ever more daring 

tricks, until she is terrified to step into the ring. But there are true friends to be found: the gentle 
Mister Marvel; the kindly Madame Adeline; and the glorious Emerald Star, Tanglefield's brand-new 
ringmaster – who is, of course, our heroine Hetty Feather! 
 
When life at the circus becomes too dangerous to bear any longer, what will the future hold for 
Diamond? And will her beloved Emerald be a part of it? 

A taste…  We settled down into a steady rhythm of setting up, practising, performing, taking down, 
travelling to the next village – and the next and the next and the next. I lost the tight feeling in my 
stomach, the squeeze of fear that made me tremble. I was still wary of Mister, but Hetty made sure 
she was nearby when we practised and he did not beat me in front of her… I was still anxious every 
time I scrambled up my silver brothers to make the human column, but it was becoming second 
nature now, almost as simple as running up a flight of stairs. Every single day I played with 
Hetty…(we) ran wild races and balanced on the sea lions’ rubber balls and stole the clowns’ penny 
farthing. At these times Hetty forgot she was practically grown up and gloried in being bold and 
boisterous… 
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Ideas for your Chatterbooks sessions 
 
Things to talk about 
Get together a collection of Jacqueline Wilson books, including Opal Plumstead, and 
the Hetty Feather adventures. 
Add in titles by other authors about orphan children, Victorian times, circuses, and 
World War 1 (see special WWI Chatterbooks pack), so that you’ve got lots to refer to, 
and plenty of reading for your group to share. 
 
Getting the discussion going 
In the Chatterbooks Handbook there’s a useful page on this, with suggestions for 
Booktalk type questions and prompts to open up a discussion that is facilitated but 
not dominated by the group leader. The questions encourage children to have a valid 
point of view. They feel empowered and confident to widen their reading horizons, 
whilst comfortable in the knowledge that it’s OK not to like everything about a book. 
There’s no right or wrong answer and people will have different opinions. 
 
Here are a few of the questions you could use when getting your group talking about 
the Jacqueline Wilson books they have read. 

 Was there anything you liked about this book?  

 Was there anything you disliked about this book?  

 What especially caught your attention? Did it grip you right from the start? 

 Did you skip parts? Which ones?  

 How could the book have been better?

 Which character did you like best and why? 
 

Collect on a flip chart the titles of everyone’s favourite Jacqueline Wilson 
books.   Ask each person to say one thing about the book they have picked as 
their favourite. 

 

Early memories 
In the first Hetty Feather book she says ‘Everyone says you can’t remember back to 
babyhood…However I’m absolutely certain they are all wrong on this point. I can 
remember.’ 
In your group talk about how far back each of you can remember – what’s the first 
thing you can recall as a baby or a toddler?  Tell each other about these early 
memories! 
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Orphans 
You’ll see in the ‘further reading’ list at the end of this pack that in lots of stories the 
main characters are orphans, including some extremely well-known ones like Harry 
Potter, Sophie in The BFG, and Dickens’ Pip, Oliver Twist, and David Copperfield 
 
Why do people think this is? How does it make for a good story? Is it about having to 
be more independent or grown up?   
See if you can think of more orphans in fiction, or children who have been 
abandoned or lost their parents and are maybe on a quest to find them. 
 
Circuses – and animals in circuses. 
When Tanglefield’s Travelling Circus comes to her village Hetty Feather is entranced:  
I wanted to go to the circus and see Elijah the performing elephant and all the other animals I’d 
heard grunting and growling inside the wagons. Maybe there were lions or tigers, wild wolves, even 
a white unicorn with a silver horn. I wanted to see Flora dancing on the tightrope, I wanted to see 
the comical clown, and oh oh oh, I so wanted to see Madame Adeline, the flame-haired lady in pink 
spangles. 

 
Has anyone in your group been to a circus? What was it like? What did they think 
about it?  Were there animals performing? 
These days the circus puts its emphasis on human rather than animal performance – 
eg. Cirque du Soleil – but lots of circuses still have animal performers, despite some 
disturbing findings.  For example, a Netherlands investigation found that 71% of the 
observed animals had medical problems, and since 1990 there had been over 123 
cases of attacks by lions in circuses. 
Talk about this in your group – and what about other performing animals, such as 
dolphins?   
How are the Tanglefield’s Circus animals treated in Hetty Feather and Diamond? 
NB. A ban prohibiting the use of wild animals in circuses in Britain will come into effect in 2015. 
 
Having the vote 
Opal Plumstead , encouraged by her employer Mrs Roberts, goes to women’s 
suffrage meetings, where the suffragette leader Mrs Pankhurst speaks  about 
women’s rights – and the right to vote.  
‘The law needed to be changed. The only way this could be achieved was to give the vote to all adult 
Englishwomen. Then they could vote for decent, right-thinking men to represent them in Parliament. 
Indeed they could vote for women to become Members of Parliament. One day there might even be 
a woman prime minister leading the country.’ 
 

Talk about having the right to vote – what does this mean today? How can adults use 
their vote?  Are there ways in which children and young people can vote for and have 
their say in things? 
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Activity ideas 
 
WARM UPS 
Wordsearch – can you find these Jacqueline Wilson titles and characters?   
 
TRACY BEAKER SAPPHIRE  SLEEPOVERS  LILY ALONE 
 
OPAL   BEST FRIENDS BAD GIRLS  VICKY ANGEL 
 
DOUBLE ACT CLIFFHANGER CAT MUMMY GLUBBSLYME 
 
Q T R A C Y B E A K E R Y I P L 
C B M Q L M N W C V Z A S F S G 
V A S L I L Y A L O N E W L D F 
I R U A F L K R J G D A R C B M 
C E R P F T T Y U O P I L J G D 
K A Z O H C A S F Q G T U S L G 
Y G D A A A G J C D M W K D L Y 
A P K H N E C V A Z C B N N M Q 
N T U O G L U B B S L Y M E C B 
G B C Z E B X C D H L V N I U M 
E R W P R U O S A P P H I R E H 
L P U Y R O E W Q A S D F F R W 
L R Y I K D P J K H F S G T V N 
X C A T M U M M Y K N B V Q L P 
U T E Q B C S R E V O P E E L S 
Z C B M L J G D A Q E T U B P W 
 
Look for the words across, down, diagonally, upside-down, and from right to left. 
The answers are at the end of this pack 
 
 
Names 

 Four of the heroines in these stories are named after gemstones: Sapphire, 
Emerald, Diamond and Opal. Can you think of more jewels/gemstones which 
are popular names? 

 Emerald Star is Hetty Feather’s stage name – if you had to choose a stage 
name for yourself, what would it be? 

 In Opal Plumstead  the two sisters are called Opal and Cassandra – what do 
you think of these names? Why do you think their parents chose these names? 
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Housework then and now!    
In Sapphire Battersea at the beginning of Chapter 6 there is an illustration of some of 
Hetty’s household tasks and tools. 
Make three columns on a flip chart sheet.  

 In the left column list all the tasks you can find, which Hetty has to do.   

 In the middle column write down what tools etc she needs for each task.   

 In the third column put a cross against any tasks which aren’t done any more 

 Against the remaining tasks note down any tools/machines which now make 
that task easier 

                                              
 
 
LONGER ACTIVITIES  
 

Story planning and writing tips: have a go at storyboarding 
 
Here are some writing tips from Jacqueline Wilson: 

 Try writing a story plan, where you decide exactly what’s going to happen, in 
the right order. Sometimes following a story plan makes things a bit easier.  
It will help you make sure you don’t repeat bits of the story, too! 

 

 If you can’t think of a good idea for a story, try writing your life story, like Tracy 
Beaker and Hetty Feather. It’s good practice and lots of fun scribbling down 
your favourite memories! 

 
In pairs or groups or individually have a go at creating a storyboard for 

 Opal Plumstead or any Hetty Feather story 

 Any other Jacqueline Wilson book 

 Your own life story! 
 
Decide on the key events to plot in your storyboard – you can use the template 
below for your sketches and notes. 
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Template for Storyboard 
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Make a circus style poster for your favourite book 
 
Look at the back covers of the Hetty Feather books and talk about how  they are all 
designed like circus posters, getting your attention with words like  
ROLL UP, ROLL UP!  
and TANGLEFIELD’S TRAVELLING CIRCUS is proud to present… 
Have a go at designing a circus style poster like this for your favourite book. 
Tip – Before you start designing, decide on the main characters and story events that 
you want to highlight. 
 

Keepsakes left with foundlings 
 
When children like Hetty Feather were left at the Foundling Hospital in London a 
distinguishing token was pinned by the mother to her baby’s clothes – these tokens 
were often everyday objects such as a coin or a button, trinkets, pieces of cotton or 
ribbon, or verses written on scraps of paper. 
As foundling babies were given new names (just as Hetty Feather was originally 
Sapphire Battersea), these tokens helped to ensure the child’s identification should a 
parent ever return to claim their child. 
Many of these tokens are on display at the Foundling Museum - they tell poignant 
stories. 
Here are some pictures of keepsake tokens that might have been left with a child - 
ask your group to think up some stories around them. 
 

- Who might have left this with their baby? 
- Why do you think they had to give up their child?  What’s their story? 
- What is their baby like? 
- Why did they choose this token? 
- Do you think they might come back to claim their child? 

 

  

  
 

http://www.foundlingmuseum.org.uk/collections/the-foundling-hospital-collection/
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Character fact file 
Have a go at creating fact files for some of the characters in Jacqueline Wilson’s 
stories – eg. Hetty, Jem, Diamond, Opal, Cassandra. 
You could do this in pairs or in groups, collecting together everything you’ve each got 
from the story about the different characters.       Here’s an example: 
 
OPAL PLUMSTEAD  is…   clever; thinks she’s plain; imaginative; prickly ; sharp-
tongued.  She’s 15 years old. 
Born: London 
Mum: Lou 
Dad: Ernest 
Looks: lank hair - has plaits; a flat chest; wears glasses 
Style: school uniform – and then her sister’s clothes made-over 
Loves: reading, writing, drawing – and Morgan Roberts 
Prize possessions: books, art reproductions, a paint box 
Dreams: of going to university 
 
FACT FILE TEMPLATE 
 

…………………………….  is……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Age: 

Born: 

 

Mum: 

Dad: 

 

Looks: 

 

Style: 

 

Loves: 

 

Prize possessions: 

 

Dreams: 
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Plus!!   There are some great activity sheets from Random House 
at the end of this pack 
 
 
              

More reading – on the themes in Opal Plumstead and the Hetty Feather books 
 
AUTHOR TITLE PUBLISHER ISBN 

Orphans & foundlings    

Frances Hodgson Burnett A Little Princess Puffin Classics 978-0141341712 

Roald Dahl The BFG Puffin 978-0141346427 

Charles Dickens Great Expectations 
David Copperfield 
Oliver Twist 

Collins 
Wordsworth 
Wordsworth 

978-0007350872 
978-1853260247 
978-1853260124 

Jamila Gavin Coram Boy Egmont 978-1405212823 

Eva Ibbotson Journey to the River Sea Macmillan 978-1447265689 

L M Montgomery Anne of Green Gables Vintage Children’s  
Classics 

978-0099582649 

J K Rowling The Harry Potter books Bloomsbury  

Katherine Rundell Rooftoppers Faber 978-0571280599 

Lemony Snicket The Bad Beginning (A Series 
of Unfortunate Events 

Egmont 978-1405266062 

Joanna Spyri Heidi Puffin 978-0141322568 

Jean Ure Ice Lolly HarperCollins 978-0007281732 

Robert Westall The Kingdom by the Sea HarperCollins 978-0007301416 

Jacqueline Wilson Dustbin Baby Corgi 978-0552556118 

    

The Circus    

Zizou Corder Lion Boy Puffin 978-0141317267 

A F Harrold Fizzlebert Stump: the boy 
who ran away from the circus  
(and joined the library)  

Bloomsbury 978-1408830031 

Tamara Macfarlane Amazing Esme and the  
Sweetshop Circus 

Hodder 978-0340999943 

Noel Streatfeild Circus Shoes 
(The Circus is Coming) 

Jane Nissen Books 978-1903252253 

    

Suffragettes    

Carol Drinkwater Suffragette (My Story) Scholastic 978-1407120720 

    

WW1 Check out our WWI pack   
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Wordsearch Answers 
 
Q T R A C Y B E A K E R Y I P L 
C B M Q L M N W C V Z A S F S G 
V A S L I L Y A L O N E W L D F 
I R U A F L K R J G D A R C B M 
C E R P F T T Y U O P I L J G D 
K A Z O H C A S F Q G T U S L G 
Y G D A A A G J C D M W K D L Y 
A P K H N E C V A Z C B N N M Q 
N T U O G L U B B S L Y M E C B 
G B C Z E B X C D H L V N I U M 
E R W P R U O S A P P H I R E H 
L P U Y R O E W Q A S D F F R W 
L R Y I K D P J K H F S G T V N 
X C A T M U M M Y K N B V Q L P 
U T E Q B C S R E V O P E E L S 
Z C B M L J G D A Q E T U B P W 
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