
World Book Night Celebration Events Guide 

 
We’re delighted that you are planning an event to celebrate World Book Night. Your passion for sharing 

the joys of reading makes a real difference in thousands of people’s lives. Because everything changes 

when we read. 

 
Whether you’re bringing in an author, holding a quiz, or inviting your local community to join you in a book 

slam, events can be a great way to celebrate World Book Night. 23 April will see 250,000 free books given 

away by thousands of passionate readers to other members of the public across the UK and Ireland, as 

well as via institutions and charities. By holding an event, you will be passing on the buzz and excitement of 

reading to even more members of your community. 
 

Event Support 

If your planned event is open to others, you might want to download our  World Book Night 
invitation, which you can personalise and give out to anyone or share online before the event. 

 
You can download and print a  World Book Night poster to advertise your event, and you can download  

Community Book Giving bookplates and posters for the books you are giving away (and you can also 

collect them from many local libraries and bookshops). 

 
Why not live tweet your event as it happens using  #WorldBookNight, or share your pictures from the 
event on our  Facebook page. 

 
If you have any questions about your event, you might find the answers on the FAQ page of our  website 
or you can email us your questions:  worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk 
 

Quick and Fun Events 

You don’t need to hold a large-scale formal event to get involved with World Book Night; it could just be 

you and a few friends or colleagues. You might be giving away World Book Night editions, or any books at 

all if you are taking part in Community Giving. You might also simply be celebrating the joy of reading itself. 

If you need inspiration for books to give away on the night as a  Community Book Giver, you could try our  

Mood Boosting Books, which are ideal for someone who needs to be reminded what pleasure reading can 

bring. 

 
There are lots of ways you can celebrate World Book Night, you could: 
 

 Host a World Book Night quiz with books for prizes 


 Hold a coffee morning with book-themed cupcakes, or a pub evening on the theme of ‘A Beer and a 
Book’ 


 Suggest your Reading Group has a night where everyone invites a friend who doesn’t usually read 


 Invite a local author to visit and perform a book reading 


 Have a read-a-thon at your workplace, or encourage colleagues to give books en-masse 
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Larger Scale Events 

If you want to host an event in a library, bookshop, school, or anywhere else, we want to help make your event a 
success. First, there are some key questions to ask about your event: 
 

 Who is your target audience? How many people are you expecting to attend? 


 Will there be speakers? And, if so, who? 


 Will the event be chaired? Who by? 


 Is the event ticketed? 


 How will you promote the event? 


 What format will the event take: panel, debate, workshop, reading? How long will it be? 

 
For Author Events: 

 Who is the main contact for the author? 


 How will the author get to the event and who will meet and greet them and ensure they have 
everything they need? 

 Will anyone be selling the books? 

Promoting your World Book Night Event 

 Negotiate with your local newspaper to run a feature on World Book Night. Do you have a ‘good news story’ 
such as innovative ways of giving the books or an original event? You can download our  template press 
release, too. 


 Organise a slot on a local radio station which will feature stories from book-givers about how they are 

handing out the books. 
 Use local, regional and national events listings. Work up a PR plan. 
 Try to inform high-profile figures from the community, or local council members of events. 


 Use text or e-mailing lists. 
 Email the council employees/publicise on the intranet. 


 Publicise the event on the What’s On section of a local events website. 


 Put posters and flyers everywhere – in libraries, town halls, other council buildings, community centre, 

retail stores and the local bookshop. 
 Invite reading groups and local World Book Night Givers. 


 Work with a bookshop to promote the event and sell tickets. 


 Think about your target audience. Where can you reach them? How can you get their attention? 


 Find local groups and organisations who could be partners in building an audience. 



For Author Events: 
 Ask publishers for showcards and other PR support. 
 Offer the author to local radio and press for interview. 


 Ask publishers for reading groups sets of authors’ books/backlist. 
 Think of a local press story relevant to the author. 

 
 

And finally...have fun! 
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