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Reading for pleasure is a globally recognised indicator in a huge range of social issues from poverty to 
mental health, yet in the UK 35% of people don’t regularly read.  
 
World Book Night is an annual celebration of reading and books, which seeks to address this, bringing 
together a powerful collaboration of national partners – publishers, printers, distributors, libraries, 
booksellers, private donors, trust and foundations.  It sees a huge range of passionate volunteers give 
hundreds of thousands of books away in their communities, to share their love of reading with people who, 
for whatever reason, don’t read for pleasure or own books.  
 
World Book Night is celebrated on April 23 and is run by The Reading Agency.  As well as book-gifting, the 
encouragement to love reading is spread through hundreds of events that take place to celebrate World 
Book Night, from small community gatherings to author readings in flagship libraries.  
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World Book Night in libraries 

How being a Collection Point works 

How to register as a Collection Point 
 
All library authorities have been invited to nominate their libraries as collection points by amending the 
details supplied last year, or by supplying new details. Libraries have been sent a spreadsheet with their 
details and asked to complete it and return it to worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk by Wednesday 30 
January 2013.  
 
Library authorities will be told which of their libraries have been selected by March 21.  Libraries that are 
selected as collection points will then be given a list of the book ‘Givers’ who have chosen them.    

What do Collection Points have to do? 
 
As a World Book Night Collection Point all you have to do is: 

 Accept deliveries of boxes of World Book Night books in early April – **please make sure the staff 
in your libraries know these deliveries are coming on April 9-10, as if the deliveries are rejected 
they cannot be redelivered** 

 Support Community Book Givers by making available the stickers and bookplates we send you for 
branding their books (more information below) 

 Store the books safely, unopened, until your local volunteer Givers come to collect them 

 Hand them over cheerily to the volunteers, hopefully developing or continuing a great relationship 
with them 

 
There are a range of benefits that link directly to library objectives, which include: 

 An opportunity to connect with World Book Night Givers, who are your local passionate readers, 
and encourage the use of libraries as a safe and welcoming community space 

 Increasing footfall into libraries, as Givers visit to collect their books, and many give out books in or 
near libraries 

 Creating a general buzz and enthusiasm around books, those on the World Book Night list and 
books in general, which encourages customers into libraries and improves reader choice 

 Supporting local reader development, which could see more local people starting to read more 
regularly. This can clearly be of genuine benefit to your library and community 

 

Collection point FAQs 
Q. How many boxes will be delivered? 
A. Each Giver gets a single box of books, so it will depend on how many Givers there are in your area. In the 
past the average has been 5 boxes per library, but we have a reduced quantity of books this year and larger 
numbers of books going direct to institutions, so we anticipate this may be a little lower.  We will send out 
a list with the numbers of Givers for each collection point on March 21. 
 
Q. When will they be picked up? 
A. Once all the deliveries have gone out, we alert Givers that their books are now ready to collect.  Some 
Givers will visit straightaway to collect them; others will leave it until the last minute. You can make direct 
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contact with your Givers yourself if need to, using the contact details we will provide you with in the Giver 
lists. Our system doesn’t allow us to know if there have been any delivery issues, so in a small amount of 
cases Givers may come in to collect books that haven’t yet arrived. This happens with less than 1% of 
deliveries, although we understand that doesn’t make it any less frustrating for anyone involved.  
 
Q. Can library staff take part in World Book Night? 
A. Anyone can apply to be a World Book Night Edition Book Giver, including library staff, and the library 
may be the destination you choose to give out the books.  Libraries can also apply as an Institutional Giver.  
However, World Book Night books are to be given to individuals so cannot be used to add to library stock.  
Applications to be a World Book Night Edition Book Giver are now closed, but you can still apply to be a 
Community Book Giver (more information below). 

About being a Giver and encouraging your customers to apply 
This year there are two ways of taking part in World Book Night and as a librarian we’d love you to sign up 
to take part and encourage all your friends and colleagues to join in as well. Anyone can take part and you 
can apply to be a World Book Night Edition Book Giver and sign up as a Community Book Giver as well.  
 
World Book Night Edition Book Givers  – our ‘traditional’ way of participating, these Givers can be either 
individuals or applying on behalf of institutions. They choose which book from our list they’d like to give 
and apply telling us where, to whom and why they want to give the books away. If they’re successful they 
receive 18 copies (more for institutions) delivered to their local participating bookshop or library. 
Applications closed on January 23. 
 
World Book Night Community Book Givers  – a new way of taking part in World Book Night. Community 
Book Givers can choose their own book or books to give and it can be any book they want. They must 
supply the book themselves, either bought specially, new or second-hand, or taken from their shelves. We 
want as many people as possible to take part and give books to celebrate reading on World Book Night. 
Community Book Givers can register on our site and visit their local library or bookshop to collect stickers 
and book plates to brand their chosen books. Registration is open until World Book Night itself and anyone 
can be a Community Book Giver. 

Community Book Giving and libraries 
We want as many people as possible to get involved in Community Book Giving, and libraries have an 
important role to play.  You should have now received some Community Book Giving materials; A3 posters, 
stickers and bookplates to personally inscribe. 
 
As we continue to promote Community Book Giving, you should find customers start visiting in order to 
pick up their stickers and bookplates (and with bookshops, hopefully to buy their book too), this is a great 
opportunity to engage with passionate readers.  Please put the posters up in your busy traffic areas, and 
outward facing if possible to reach non-customers.  The stickers and bookplates should be easily available 
to give out to anyone who asks. 
 
Community Book Giving is a great way to encourage much wider participation in World Book Night. As long 
as someone can provide at least one book to give away, they can take part.  This could provide an 
additional route to engage with your local community, and encourage your local keen readers.  It is also a 
great way to get conversations started about the joys of reading, both in branch and with your virtual 
library customers.  We will be promoting Community Book Giving in the lead up to World Book Night, so it 
should also hopefully encourage more people into libraries to collect their bookplates and stickers.  

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/be-a-community-book-giver
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Why not? 

 Use Community Book Giving to get a conversation started about what books you and your users 
would want to give and receive – you could make a display from the recommendations 

 Encourage all library staff and broader council colleagues who love reading to sign up and give a 
book to someone who doesn’t currently read for pleasure 

 Encourage your library users to think about what book they’d give, who they’d share it with and 
get them to sign up 

 Persuade key local influencers, high profile community figures, authors or celebrities to take part 
by sharing their favourite books 
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Displays  
A poster about Community Book Giving will be available to download from the World Book Night website 
closer to the event.  Please place the posters in your high-traffic areas, and also facing out from windows so 
you can reach non-library users. 

 
Promoting World Book Night: 

 Create a dedicated World Book Night display using books from the list of 20 titles. Make sure that 
the display is prominently positioned in your library. Consider making use of foyers as well as 
creating a display in council or other partners’ premises 

 Use a display board for readers’ favourite books, comments/reviews and to showcase news 
articles, author features, librarian’s choice, and any controversies!  Make sure you also include the 
World Book Night website – worldbooknight.org 

 Keep things fresh. We will alert you to news as the initiative progresses that you can use to refresh 
your display boards 

 Display books in multiples and ‘face-out’. Again, you will need to keep an eye on refreshing the 
display. Use shelving and tables. Consider putting reservation cards on the display for books not 
immediately available 

 Designate and timetable members of staff to refresh the displays at intervals every day to ensure 
that they look suitably full and active. 

           

Events 
 
The Reading Agency will be organising and supporting a variety of events on and around World Book Night. 
There will be two flagship national events featuring World Book Night Authors. These will be happening at 
the South Bank Centre in London and the Library of Birmingham. We will also be supporting other 
regional flagship events at libraries spread across the UK. These events will act as a focus point for World 
Book Night activity in their area and we will be working with these libraries to generate publicity and to 
arrange authors to participate in these events.   
 
We would encourage all libraries to hold their own events on or around World Book Night.  These events 
can take many forms, from large-scale events with authors and special guests, to smaller events involving 
reading groups, a coffee afternoon open to all customers, or late opening on World Book Night itself.  We 
would love to hear about any events you hold in libraries for World Book Night, so please share your 
experiences with us by completing this short evaluation form. 

  

http://www.worldbooknight.org/
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The World Book Night 20 Books 
 

1 Rivers of London by Ben Aaronovitch 
 2 After the Funeral by Agatha Christie 

 3 Getting Rid of Matthew by Jane Fallon  

4 The Humans by Matt Haig 

 5 Tales of the City by Armistead Maupin 
 6 Geezer Girls by Dreda Say Mitchell 

 7 Whatever it Takes by Adele Parks 

 8 Black Hills by Nora Roberts 

 9 Gorky Park by Martin Cruz Smith 
 10 Confessions of a GP by Dr Benjamin Daniels Biography 

11 The Boy with the Topknot by Sathnam Sanghera Biography 

12 59 Seconds by Richard Wiseman Non-Fiction 

13 Four Warned by Jeffrey Archer Quick Read 

14 Hello Mum by Bernardine Evaristo Quick Read 

15 The Perfect Murder by Peter James Quick Read 

16 Today Everything Changes by Andy McNab Quick Read 

17 The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne Young Adult 

18 Short Stories by Roald Dahl Young Adult 

19 Theodore Boone by John Grisham Young Adult 

20 CHERUB: The Recruit by Robert Muchamore Young Adult 

Online & Social Media 
Share your World Book Night experiences with us: 

 Visit the dedicated World Book Night website – worldbooknight.org  

 Engage with World Book Night on social media:  
o Facebook: facebook.com/worldbooknight  
o Twitter: @WorldBookNight #WorldBookNight 

 If possible, bookmark the website and ensure that staff are familiar with it 

 Place the web address on a display board so that it is visible to library visitors 
 Use your own intranet to make colleagues aware of the initiative 

 Put a link on your library website 
 If you have the facilities to record readers talking about their favourite book, please do so, and 

email a link to worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk. We will publish the videos on the World 
Book Night and/or Reading Agency websites.  

 If you have access to a digital camera, please send images of your displays, and World Book Night 
events to worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk 

 

http://www.worldbooknight.org/
http://www.facebook.com/worldbooknight
http://www.twitter.com/worldbooknight
mailto:worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk
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Key Dates 
 
Deadline for applications to be World Book Night 

Edition Givers 

Thursday 23 January 2014 

Deadline for libraries to register as collection points Thursday 30 January 2014 

Successful Givers informed and asked to nominate 

collection points 

Sunday 23 February 2014 

Deadline for Givers to nominate collection points Tuesday 4 March 2014 

Libraries and bookshops informed of approximate Giver 

quantities 

Friday 21 March 2014 

Final Giver numbers, titles, names & contacts supplied to 

collection points 

Friday 28 March 2014 

Books delivery starts to libraries/bookshops and 

Givers alerted that books are ready for collection 

Wednesday 9 and Thursday 10 April 

World Book Night 

 

Wednesday 23 April 2014 
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Library Staff Awareness 
 
Frontline library staff play an essential role in promoting World Book Night and making it a success.  
To help ensure staff are confident in promoting it, you may want to consider running a staff briefing 
session, or sending out a briefing pack or newsletter to staff, outlining the following:   
 
 

 Provide background to the initiative and details of how World Book Night will be run.  
 Encourage staff to tell readers about World Book Night,  particularly about Community Book Giving, 

to talk about the books from the list that they have read, and to suggest readers apply to be Givers. 
 Ask your staff to help readers who do not have digital access to make their online application at the 

library – last year 25% of World Book Night Givers didn’t have digital access at home. 

 Suggest staff bookmark the World Book Night website.   
 Show a selection of the 20 books to staff so they become familiar with the books being given away 

on World Book Night. 
 Encourage staff to make displays of the books so users who are not book Givers can borrow the 

books from the library. 

 Brainstorm ideas about the opportunities this initiative offers you: how are you going to recruit 
people to be Community Book Givers? Are there particular groups of users you want to target? Are 
you going to try and engage young people?  Are you going to do a themed event on World Book 
Night, or in the lead-up to 23 April?  

 Introduce a World Book Night comments book, or display board, for readers’ reviews.  
 Suggest starting a staff blog: if you’re running World Book Night events across a number of libraries 

you may want to set up a blog to keep other staff informed. This could also be a place where staff 
and/or readers post their reviews of the books, or reactions of the recipients of the books! Blogs 
are easy to set-up (www.wordpress.com and www.blogger.com are two well-known free blog sites) 
and you can make them ‘private’ by entering the details of those who can access it.  

 Suggest you all read one or some of the books or feature them in your reading group – they’re all 
brilliant books designed to appeal to a really wide range of people so why not give them a go!  

 

  

http://www.wordpress.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
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Evaluation 
 
Libraries play such a crucial role in making World Book Night a success.  We want to make sure that your 
involvement in World Book Night is as straightforward as possible, so you can get on with the important 
things, like promoting the joy of reading!  To help us ensure that the processes involved are working 

smoothly, it would help us to know a bit more about your experiences. 

Here is a short evaluation form that allows you to tell us more about your experiences as a library authority 

involved in World Book Night.  Your feedback will help us make decisions going forward into 2015. 

Evaluation Form  

If you have any further queries in the lead-up to World Book Night, you can contact us any time at: 

worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk   

mailto:worldbooknight@readingagency.org.uk

