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FOREWORD 

 

At The Reading Agency, a national charity, our mission is to inspire more people to read 

more, encourage them to share their enjoyment of reading and celebrate the difference that 

reading makes to all our lives. Our programmes support and keep people reading at all 

stages of their reading journey.  

We were delighted to welcome the Quick Reads initiative to The Reading Agency in 2015. 

Quick Reads is a core part of our adult reading offer along with Reading Ahead (formerly Six 

Book Challenge) and World Book Night and complements our ambitions to support more 

adults to become confident and enthusiastic readers.  

With an estimated 1 in 6 adults in the UK struggling to read1, there is still a great need for 

support for adults at the start of their reading journey. Quick Reads books are specifically 

designed for emergent adult readers and, as this report demonstrates, practitioners feel that 

Quick Reads continues to have an outstanding impact on attitudes towards reading and 

reading for pleasure, levels of confidence, adult literacy and further engagement in learning.  

It is fantastic to hear once again how much Quick Reads are valued by practitioners and 

encouraging to see the very real impact that the books have on emergent readers and 

reading for pleasure. The feedback and insights we can draw from our evaluation will 

continue to shape and influence both the titles and authors we commission, and the activity 

we undertake. 

Sue Wilkinson MBE 

Chief Executive 

The Reading Agency 

                                                
1 OECD (2013) OECD Survey of Adult Skills First Results: Country Note England and Northern Ireland. Brussels: 

OECD Publishing. http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/Country 20note 20- 20United 20Kingdom.pdf 

http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/Country%20note%20-%20United%20Kingdom.pdf
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Quick Reads provides specially-commissioned short books by bestselling writers, designed 

specifically to engage adult readers. Written to literacy guidelines and vetted by literacy experts, 

Quick Reads titles are designed to be accessible to adults whose reading is at Entry Level 3 or 

Level 1 of the Adult Literacy Curriculum. 

Learning and Work Institute strives for a fair society in which lifelong learning, support and work 

help people realise their ambitions and potential throughout life. We do this by researching what 

works, influencing policy and implementing new ways to improve people’s experiences of learning 

and employment.  

The Reading Agency commissioned Learning and Work Institute to conduct an independent 

evaluation of Quick Reads in 2015/16, using an online survey of practitioners to gather information 

about how the books and resources are being used to support emerging readers.  

This report highlights the impact of the Quick Reads campaign and resources on adult learners 

and readers. The report is based on an online survey of 149 practitioners who use Quick Reads as 

a tool for learning, which was undertaken between November 2015 and January 2016.  

The evaluation found that Quick Reads books and resources remain a key tool for supporting 

literacy and encouraging reading for pleasure. The Quick Reads campaign and books have 

become firmly established as a resource for practitioners with the vast majority of practitioners 

surveyed (83%) using the books and resources for over 3 years. Our evaluation found that using 

Quick Reads books as part of The Reading Agency’s Reading Ahead programme remains popular, 

building confidence and encouraging learners to read more frequently.  

Further findings illustrate the continued positive impact of Quick Reads on adults’ attitudes towards 

reading, levels of confidence, literacy and engagement in learning:  

 95% of respondents said that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ attitudes 
towards reading for pleasure; 

 95% said that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ confidence to read; 

 91% of respondents said that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ literacy 
skills; 

 86% of respondents reported that using Quick Reads increases learners’ personal 
confidence. 

 87% of respondents estimated that at least half of their Quick Reads learners go on to read 
other Quick Reads titles; 

 58% said that at least half of their learners enrol on other courses after reading Quick 
Reads; 

 

In summary, this report finds that Quick Reads are still being used year-on-year to support literacy 

in a variety of settings by a range of practitioners, reaching new audiences Practitioners and users 

of Quick Reads place a high value on the books and resources. The report finds that practitioners 

feel that Quick Reads continue to have a positive impact on engaging and supporting adults with 

literacy and reading.  Respondents also observed additional benefits such as learner progression, 

improved confidence and developing positive attitudes to learning.  Finally, the report identifies that 

using Quick Reads as part of Reading Ahead is a popular and useful way to help encourage and 

grow adults’ confidence in reading. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

In the UK, an estimated 1 in 6 adults2 struggle with reading and writing3, with some groups even 

less likely to have the literacy skills needed to participate in, and contribute fully to, society. For 

example, data shows that out of the prisoners whose literacy level was known, 52 per cent had 

English language skills below Level 14. To address this challenge, there is a need for a wide range 

of opportunities for adults to engage with literacy learning and reading. 

Quick Reads was founded on World Book Day in 2006 by Baroness Gail Rebuck and began as a 

publishing industry initiative to support adult literacy. Quick Reads provide stimulating and 

engaging stories with adult themes and content which are written by leading authors across a 

range of genres. They are written to literacy guidelines, to reduce barriers to reading for the less 

confident.  

There have been over 100 titles published since 2006, with over 4.5 million copies distributed, and 

over 4.3 million library loans. Quick Reads are now an established tool for engaging new adult 

readers and are central to improving adult literacy. They can be used not only by formal education 

providers, such as colleges and prisons, but also in libraries, workplaces and community settings. 

The Reading Agency works collaboratively and creatively in partnership with other notable literary 

and literacy organisations to ensure that Quick Reads books and resources reach a wide 

audience.  

Learning and Work Institute (L&W) is an independent policy and research organisation dedicated 

to promoting lifelong learning, full employment and inclusion. Working with partners, we transform 

people’s experiences of learning and employment. What we do benefits individuals, families, 

communities and the wider economy. L&W brings together over 90 years of combined history and 

heritage from the ‘National Institute of Adult Continuing Education’ and the ‘Centre for Economic & 

Social Inclusion’. 

 

Learning and Work Institute has undertaken an evaluation of Quick Reads to assess how Quick 

Reads books and resources are being used to build adult readers’ confidence in their literacy skills.  

This report is based on an online survey, carried out between November 2015 and January 2016, 

of 149 practitioners who use Quick Reads as a tool for learning. The survey aimed to collect 

information on how the books and resources are being used, and to capture evidence of their 

impact on readers’ skills, confidence and attitudes towards reading and learning in adults.  

As with previous evaluations of Quick Reads, this year’s survey shows that the campaign 

continues to reach a wide audience, connecting with adult learners and young people in a range of 

different contexts. Findings show that practitioners feel that the Quick Reads campaign has had a 

positive impact on readers’ attitudes and behaviour towards reading. Practitioners report that Quick 

Reads books support adults to improve their literacy skills and confidence.  

                                                
2
 OECD (2013) OECD Survey of Adult Skills First Results: Country Note England and Northern Ireland. Brussels: OECD 

Publishing. http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/Country 20note 20- 20United 20Kingdom.pdf 
3
 Considered as Level 1 or below (see OECD survey of Adults Skills) 

4
 Skills Funding Agency (2015) OLASS English and maths assessments: participation 2014/15, excel data report. 

4
 Skills Funding Agency (2015) OLASS English and maths assessments: participation 2014/15, excel data report. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-education-and-training 

http://www.oecd.org/site/piaac/Country%20note%20-%20United%20Kingdom.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/fe-data-library-education-and-training
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Over the last decade, the audience for Quick Reads books has grown, with more practitioners and 

reading campaigns including the books in their projects each year. The books are highly valued by 

practitioners, with calls for more titles year on year. 

2. METHODOLOGY  
 

In November 2015, Learning and Work Institute and The Reading Agency circulated an online 

survey to practitioners who use Quick Reads as a tool for learning or promoting reading. The 

survey ran until the 8th January 2016 and received 149 responses.  

The evaluation focuses on the views of practitioners, asking them to assess the impact of Quick 

Reads on their learners or readers. Learners and readers themselves did not complete a survey, 

for logistical and cost reasons. The findings are therefore indicative of the impacts of Quick Reads, 

from the perspective of practitioners.   

Throughout this report percentages are rounded to the nearest whole number. Owing to this, some 

categories in the following tables may sum to slightly more than or less than 100%. 

 

3. FINDINGS  
 

The headline findings are positive about the role Quick Reads has in supporting adults to engage 

in reading and read more widely. The findings also show that Quick Reads play an important role 

in improving attitudes and confidence in reading and learning. 

 95% of respondents also felt that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ 

attitudes towards reading for pleasure; 

 95% said that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ confidence to read; 

 91% of respondents said that Quick Reads were effective in improving learners’ literacy 

skills; 

 86% of respondents reported that using Quick Reads increases learners’ personal 

confidence 

 87% of respondents estimated that at least half of their Quick Reads learners go on to 

read other Quick Reads titles; 

 58% said that at least half of their learners enrol on other courses after reading Quick 
Reads. 

 

3.1 Who is using Quick Reads? 

Quick Reads are being used year-on-year by practitioners working in a wide range of settings to 

support literacy development. Around one in five survey respondents are based in FE colleges, 13 

per cent in workplace-based learning providers and 12 per cent in community learning groups (see 

Figure 1). Other popular settings/contexts including Unions (7%), libraries (7%) and prisons (6%). 
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Figure 1: Type of organisation in which respondents are based 

 

Base: all respondents = 149 

The majority of survey respondents (83%) have been using Quick Reads for at least three years, 
with half (50%) having used them for over five years. Six per cent of respondents have started 
using Quick Reads within the last 12 months (see Figure 2). 
 

Figure 2: Length of time respondents have used Quick Reads 

 

Base: all respondents = 149 

Over half of respondents (57%) use Quick Reads with multiple groups of learners. As in previous 

years, over half (53%) of respondents work with groups of between 2-10 learners, with just under a 

third (32%) only using Quick Reads with individuals.   
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3.2  Ways to use Quick Reads 

Quick Reads are successfully used with people of all ages, including children and young people as 

well as adults.  The majority (81%) of respondents work with adults between the ages of 25-54, 

while around one-third (30%) work with those under 25. Almost one fifth (19%) of respondents use 

Quick Reads with learners over the age of 55.  

The majority of respondents use Quick Reads with a range of ages, with just under a third (31%) 

working with only one age group. Eleven per cent work exclusively with 16-24 year olds. Seven per 

cent work only with 25-34 year olds. Small percentages of respondents work exclusively with the 

other age groups (see Table 1). 

Table 1: Proportion of respondents working with different age groups (%) 

Age group 
 

Respondents working with more 
than one age group 

Respondents working with 
only one age group 

Under 16 7 3 

16-24 24 11 

25- 34 28 7 

35-44 26 3 

45-54 28 4 

55+ 19 3 

Mixed group 50 40 

Base: 65 respondents who used Reading Ahead with their readers 

Note: respondents could select more than one answer 

Quick Reads are used in a range of ways for a variety of purposes. Fifty eight per cent of 

respondents use Quick Reads with groups of adult learners to improve literacy (see Figure 3). 

Thirty six per cent use them for one-to-one support, and thirty five per cent use them for a drop in 

or book swap. Six per cent of respondents said they used Quick Reads with learners in prisons. 

Learning and Work Institute’s wider work shows that Quick Reads books are used widely 

throughout the secure estate. 

Figure 3: Ways in which Quick Reads are being used 

 

Base: all respondents = 149 

Note: respondents could select more than one answer 
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One survey respondent is using the books with a group of aphasia sufferers, and another as part of 

a campaign to promote reading on public transport. Five of the respondents are using Quick Reads 

in NHS settings.  

“We use a book-swap in an outpatient haemo-dialysis unit which I have made welcome to 

all.  It's not exclusively for the benefit of patients; it's for the benefit of all hospital 

staff/ambulance service/visitors. All I ask is that they return, swap or donate a book. 

Reading improves concentration, de-stresses and allows an escape from a clinical 

environment which is very difficult for all of us in our own personal ways. Reading also 

encourages conversation, you can either discuss the weather or preferably what book you 

are reading at the moment, I know what most people would rather discuss...Also, if 

someone doesn't feel like talking, they can immerse themselves in a good book without 

seeming anti-social! Books are brilliant! Quick Reads are great for all, they aren't lengthy, 

they are enjoyable short stories which require very little commitment for those who aren't 

'big' readers.” 

Quick Reads titles are available in digital formats, such as e-books, and a large number of titles are 

also available to loan through public library e-book lending skills. Only five per cent of respondents 

have used the digital format of Quick Reads with learners. Previous evaluations have also 

indicated a lack of awareness of the availability of Quick Reads as e-books. All new titles, 

promotional materials and stocklists carry e-book messaging, to try to address this issue.  

3.3 2015 titles, resources and promotional materials 

Just over half of respondents (55%) were using copies of the most recent 2015 Quick Reads titles, 

with others using titles from previous years. Forty eight respondents used the Reading Agency’s 

promotional materials to support the 2015 titles.  

Feedback on the promotional materials5 is very positive. Of those who used the promotional 

materials, the majority (44 out of 48) found they were quite useful or very useful for engaging 

learners with Quick Reads books. The majority used the promotional materials to attract readers to 

the Quick Reads books. Two used the materials with Reading Ahead. Four respondents felt the 

resources were tailored more towards women than men, and they would have preferred more 

varied resources.   

“They provided a useful focus at events to promote reading and the initiative as a whole. 

We also use the resources at events where we promote the benefits of trades union led 

workplace learning.” 

“Using the promotional materials allowed students to select titles to read and provided 

discussion material and anticipation of looking forward to reading each book.” 

“The promotional materials were used to creating eye-catching displays as a way to 

promote the books around the prison.” 

“There should be more varied material to grab different people. The majority of women 

enjoy reading, it is men who we wanted to capture the imagination with.” 

                                                
5 Promotional materials for Quick Reads include posters, display units and bookmarks. 
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As with the 2014 survey, around a third of respondents used the Quick Reads learning resources 

which accompanied the 2015 book titles (28 out of the 82 who used the 2015 titles). All the 

respondents who used the resources found them very useful or quite useful in enabling staff to use 

Quick Reads books effectively with their learners. Respondents used the resources to develop 

courses, encourage discussions within reading groups, and to engage new readers. 

“They encourage the students to delve deeper into the stories, e.g. searching for 

information and discussing issues within the stories.” 

“I used some of these along with some of my own.  Also some of the Quick Reads learning 

resources gave me good ideas to model/shape my own ideas to suit my group.” 

 “I have used them to good effect and I am hoping that they will give support workers a 

good starting point and confidence to deliver a group or discuss the books, especially if 

they are able to start a reading book club.” 

Teaching and learning resources remain popular with website users, with those based on ‘Dead 
Man Talking’, by Roddy Doyle (see Figure 4), being the most popular.   
 
Figure 4: Learning resources downloaded from 1 Jan 2015 to 8 Jan 2016 for 2015 editions 

 

Note: data from Google analytics  
 

Learning resources based on a range of 2014 titles, most notably ‘A Cruel Fate’ by Lindsey Davis, 

remained popular in 2015 (see Figure 5).  

Figure 5: Learning resources downloaded from 1 Jan 2015 to 8 Jan 2016 for 2014 editions 
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3.4 Reading Ahead 

Reading Ahead (formerly known as the Six Book Challenge) encourages less confident readers to 

read, record, rate and review six reads in a diary in order to get a certificate. The ‘reads’ are not 

restricted to Quick Reads books and can also include newspapers, magazines and websites as 

long as participants are challenging themselves. They are invited to enter a national prize draw 

once they have completed their reading diary. The programme reached 48,000 people in 2015 

through public libraries, colleges, adult learning, prisons and workplaces. 

In 2015, just over two fifths (44%) of respondents used Quick Reads as part of Reading Ahead. 

Over three quarters of respondents who used Reading Ahead with their learners (50 out of 65) 

reported that this approach improved their learners’ confidence in reading (see Figure 6). Similarly, 

just under three quarters of respondents (47 out of 65) said that Reading Ahead encouraged their 

learners to read more frequently.  

Figure 6: Perceived Impact of Reading Ahead on Learners 

 

Base: 65 respondents who used Reading Ahead with their readers 

Note: respondents could select more than one answer 

 

Over three quarters of respondents (51 out of 65) reported that their learners enjoyed most or all of 

Reading Ahead. The programme was seen as a good way of encouraging further reading.  

“We have used them for a long time for the Six Book Challenge [Reading Ahead] and as 

they look like 'real books' and are well-written they have proved very attractive.” 

“Prisoners who complete the Reading Ahead are offered a Quick Read title as a prize for 

completing (amongst other gifts). For some, it will be a challenge to complete this read due 

to their literacy level but with support from other library initiatives ... the books provide the 

opportunity to improve literacy skills and make them a more confident reader.” 

“Students who undertook the Six Book Challenge [Reading Ahead] were proud of 
themselves for reading and went on to read further.” 
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4. IMPACT OF QUICK READS 
 

Quick Reads books are specifically designed for adults to help encourage reading and improve 

reading confidence. Building confidence in reading is essential for encouraging and supporting 

achievement and success in other areas of learning and reading for pleasure is associated with 

literacy skills6. 

Responses to the survey demonstrate that practitioners feel very positive about the impacts of 

Quick Reads. The findings show the positive impact of Quick Reads on learners’ confidence. 

Ninety five per cent of respondents found Quick Reads to be quite or very effective in improving 

the confidence of their learners and readers in reading (see Figure 7).  

Figure 7: Perceived effectiveness of Quick Reads in improving learners’ confidence to read 

 
Base: all respondents = 149 

 

Practitioners believe that Quick Reads have a positive impact on the development of learners’ 

literacy skills (see Figure 8): 91 per cent reported that they are very or quite effective at improving 

their learners’ literacy skills.  

  

                                                
6 Clark and Rumbold, 2006, Reading for Pleasure: A research overview. National Literacy Trust: UK.  
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Figure 8: Perceived effectiveness of Quick Reads in improving learners’ literacy skills 

 

Base: all respondents = 149 

 

 

Practitioners believe that Quick Reads improved learners’ attitudes towards reading for pleasure 
(see Figure 9): 95 per cent of respondents said they were quite or very effective at improving their 
learners’ attitudes to reading for pleasure  

 

Figure 9: Effectiveness of Quick Reads in improving learners’ attitudes towards reading for 

pleasure 

  

Base: all respondents = 149 
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As well as the impacts on reading behaviours, Quick Reads can encourage progression into further 

learning: almost a third (30%) or respondents said that all or more than half of their learners went 

on to enrol in other courses. 

Table 2: Proportion of learners estimated to progress onto other activities after reading 

Quick Reads (%) 

Activity 
 

All More than 
half 

About half Less than 
half 

None 

Go on to read other Quick 
Reads titles 

10 50 26 11 3 

Go on to read other books 5 37 40 17 1 

Enrol on other courses 3 27 28 28 15 

Go on to read books by the 
same author 

1 20 34 37 9 

Base: all respondents = 149 

 

Quick Reads have further benefits for learners and their families. Eighty six per cent of 

respondents reported that using Quick Reads increases learners’ personal confidence (see Figure 

11). Sixty nine per cent reported that learners improved their communication skills and fifty seven 

per cent found that using Quick Reads with learners raised aspirations. 

“The main change is the increase in confidence. Many learners have never read a book and 

when they finally complete one on their own, they are thrilled and can't wait to read the next 

one. Finally, there is a book they can read and understand!” 

“We run adult apprenticeships in the workplace and quick reads has allowed service users to 

gain confidence and progress on to an apprenticeship programme” 

 

Figure 11: Respondents’ perceived benefits of using Quick Reads 

 

Base: respondents who identified additional changes = 113 

Note: respondents could select more than one answer 
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Demonstrating the benefits of using Quick Reads to encourage reading, one practitioner gave this 

example: 

“One of my group wrote this after her first session:  

My last reading of a book was when I was 15 years old at school (1976). 

 I was given a short story book The Little One - Lynda La Plante.  I was not keen at 

first, but one Saturday morning I thought I would give it a go, and I could not stop 

reading I read the whole book, I wanted to read some more of her books.  So on 

Monday I went to the library and got 3 more books.  I'm so keen now to reading 

books.  I have joined the book club and now reading Danny Wallace and the Centre 

of the Universe.” (sic) 

Respondents reported that improvement in learners’ communication skills made them more 

confident to socialise with their peers and tutors. Respondents using Quick Reads with ESOL 

learners particularly found that the books helped their learners to improve their communication 

skills and literacy levels. 

“The students in my Group are a mixed Group of ESOL and Native speakers. Some of the 

language can be challenging for ESOL students but the stories are still interesting enough 

to hold everyone's attention.” 

“They have been used in our learner centre ESOL classes, also for general reading i.e. 

(book club), and for one to one learning. The ESOL learners have gone from not speaking 

English to achieving level 1 and level 2 literacy grades.” 
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5. EVALUATING QUICK READS AS A RESOURCE 
 

Quick Reads are very highly valued as a resource for supporting reading for pleasure and 

engaging adults in reading.  

5.1 What’s really good about Quick Reads? 

Quick Reads books are highly valued by practitioners. They reported that the books are accessible 

in length, format and language. They found that Quick Reads provide a well written book by 

leading authors, which are not daunting for unconfident readers, and are attractive to adults.   

“Good authors who are creating good books but that are accessible to those who could not 

or would not read a larger book.” 

“The ease of reading these books, the font size, the paper, the text and that they are 

cracking stories by leading authors” 

“Great pocket sized stories with punch; a wide variety of stories and an ideal length to read 
over several sessions with a book group.” 
 

Many respondents valued Quick Reads for being written specifically for adults with low literacy, 

without being edited versions of other books. As a result, adult learners do not feel embarrassed 

about reading Quick Reads books and will happily talk about what they have read with other 

learners, tutors or their peers. Many respondents valued the diverse genres of the books, which 

meant there was always a choice for their readers.  

“Because Quick Reads are 'normal' books, the readers don't feel any different to any other 

reader.  Before Quick Reads it was really hard to find titles with the range to suit every taste 

and by well known authors.  So reading becomes normalised, which is really important.” 

 “They are a non-threatening tool for adults who find reading difficult. They are aimed at 

adults and benefit by clearly not being children’s' books.” 

“Quick Reads led to more conversations in the workplace about reading.  The books are 

housed in the cafeteria area - and conversations evolve over breaks.  General chat about 

different titles, plots, authors and recommendations for future reading.” 

Respondents also valued the cost-effective of the books, looking attractive in their display unit, and 

being easy to use within wider literacy and reading programmes. 

5.2 Suggestions for improvement 

Practitioners requested that more titles be released each year, with a wider range of genres 

available. Four respondents felt that it would be beneficial to include more non-fiction books and 

particularly biographies, and one requested the inclusion of poetry.  

“In addition to the excellent selection available, I would like to see some autobiographies by 

everyday people with a story to tell. Something to resonate with the readers.” 

“Produce a cookery book which has a lot of writing about the country or theme with a 

couple of recipes by Rick Stein or Nigella Lawson which would encourage non-novel 

readers to read.” 

“A wider range of subject matter and writers from different backgrounds and ethnicities.” 
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Although respondents were generally pleased with the range of titles available as Quick Reads, a 

number requested that more books aimed specifically at younger men, teenagers, readers from 

ethnic minority backgrounds and learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities are published. 

Around one in ten also felt that their learners would benefit from a set of books at a lower literacy 

level.  

“A lot of the quick reads we get seem to be aimed at men or are romance books.  A lot of 

my learners are not into violence, football and blokey things but that doesn't mean they 

want lovey dovey romances.” (sic) 

“Some learners are still put off by the size of the book. Could there be some even shorter 

books please?”  

“It might be good if some titles were created for beginner readers, but with the same 

interest level.  Some learners still struggle with the text of Quick Reads.”  

“Quick Reads can still be too challenging for some of our learners with literacy issues but 

some of the basic books (e.g. Gatehouse) are too simple so there appears to be a gap.” 

 

Some respondents felt that Quick Reads could be enhanced further for accessibility purposes, 

suggesting that books should printed on different colours or formatted for learners with disabilities 

or learning difficulties. Though Quick Reads are available in e-book format, with some e-readers 

able to change the background colour and format to support readers with learning difficulties, 

practitioners would need to invest in e-readers or other electronic devices before accessing Quick 

Reads books in this way.  

There is potential for further development and expansion in relation to Quick Reads as e-books. 

One respondent from a prison highlighted that they were looking to expand their library into e-

books, and were looking to incorporate Quick Reads into this offer.  

 “Eventually, our prison hopes to be expanding with e-books. It would be interesting to see 

if the Quick Reads franchise could be someway involved with this.” 

A small number of respondents found that the content of some of the books was too adult for some 

of their younger learners, with suggestions for the removal of inappropriate language and for 

publishing a small number of titles specifically for young adults. One respondent mentioned that it 

would be useful to be able to receive the books before the start of term so that they could be 

incorporated into lesson plans.  

“Perhaps some slightly easier reads aimed at teenagers rather than adults.” 

“The books need to come in before term begins so suitable books can be read and then put 

into the scheme of works and lesson plans at the planning stage.  At the moment they are 

mostly used as an add on.” (sic) 
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6. CONCLUSION  
 

With an estimated 1 in 6 adults in the UK struggling with reading and writing, there is a continued 

need for resources specifically designed to improve adult literacy. Quick Reads remains a highly 

valued tool for improving literacy in adults, and introducing new people to the joys of reading.  

Our evaluation found that Quick Reads are used in many different settings and learning contexts, 

with both individuals and groups of learners. Libraries remain an important source of Quick Reads 

books for many practitioners.  

Quick Reads have a positive impact on learners’ confidence in reading, improving literacy skills 

and increasing the frequency of reading. Further benefits of Quick Reads have included improving 

personal confidence, improving communication skills and raising aspirations.  

The format of the Quick Reads books is highly valued and appreciated by adults of all ages. The 

use of well known authors to write high quality, well presented, short books, appeals to adults as 

they do not feel patronised or embarrassed by what they are reading.   

The scarcity of appropriate reading materials for adults with lower levels of literacy means that 

interest in Quick Reads is continuing to develop.  Practitioners who responded to this evaluation 

emphasised that there is a need for similar books, which are appropriate and relevant for adults, 

designed to bridge the gap between Entry Level 3 and the current Level 1 offered by Quick Reads. 

The popularity of Quick Reads and their wide and varied use demonstrates their importance for 

different organisations. In particular, their use in NHS wards and waiting rooms, and their use in 

the workplace, show the breadth of opportunities available for Quick Reads to grow.  

A decade on from their first introduction, the importance of Quick Reads as a resource continues to 

develop. The call for more titles and a wider range of books to be made available emphasises the 

demand for high quality, short and engaging books for adults with low levels of literacy.  


