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Introduction 
This short pack provides background to Quick Reads, information about the 2013 campaign, useful web 

links, and suggestions for how you might use and promote Quick Reads 2013. If you have any particular tips 

and suggestions for how to make the most of the Quick Reads titles, then please let us know (contact 

details can be found on page 9) and we will add these to the pack. 

About Quick Reads 2013  
Quick Reads are bite-sized books by big-name authors and celebrities.  They are perfect for engaging 

people with reading as they are short and use clear language but still have fast-paced, brilliant storylines.  

They are easy to read and there is a great range of titles to choose from.  

 

Quick Reads is also delighted to announce a new lower price of £1 a book for the 2013 campaign (down 

from £1.99 in previous years). Furthermore, Quick Reads has introduced a new and exciting campaign, 

“Start a New Chapter”, to inspire and inform readers as well as refreshing the brand to give the campaign a 

new look and feel.  Galaxy is once again sponsoring Quick Reads.  

 

Once again the Quick Reads titles are very varied, with something for everyone. The six 2013 titles are: 

 

 Today Everything Changes by Andy McNab (Corgi Books) 

 Love is Blind by Kathy Lette (Black Swan) 

 Wrong Time, Wrong Place by Simon Kernick (Arrow Books) 

 A Dreadful Murder by Minette Walters (Pan Macmillan) 

 A Sea Change by Veronica Henry (Orion Books) 

 Doctor Who, The Silurian Gift by Mike Tucker (BBC Books) 
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The 2013 titles 
 

Today Everything Changes by Andy McNab (Corgi Books) 

Abandoned as a baby, Andy McNab's start in life was tough. He grew up in South London with 

foster parents, and poverty on all sides. Andy attended seven schools in as many years, 

disillusioned and in remedial classes. Before long his life was one of petty crime. By the age of 

sixteen he was in juvenile detention. 

Recruited into the Army from there, it soon became clear that he had the reading age of an 

eleven year old. The next six months in the Army education system changed the course of his life forever. 

Today Everything Changes is the inspiring story of when life changed for the better for now bestselling 

author Andy McNab. 

 

About the author During the Gulf War Andy McNab led the famous Bravo Two Zero SAS patrol. He left the 

army in 1993, and now lectures to security and intelligence agencies in the USA and the UK. 

Andy McNab has written about his life in the army and the SAS in the bestsellers, Bravo Two Zero, 

Immediate Action and Seven Troop. His recent fiction books have been equally successful. This is his 3rd 

Quick Read following the hugely successful The Grey Man and Last Night Another Soldier. Andy McNab is 

also the 2013 ambassador for the Reading Agency’s Six Book Challenge.  

 

 Love is Blind by Kathy Lette (Black Swan) 

When Jane decides to move to the Australian outback in search of a husband, her sister 

Anthea thinks she’s mad. But the sisters have never seen eye-to-eye. Anthea is slim, beautiful 

and has a perfect life and fiancé. Jane has always felt like the ugly duckling in comparison. 

But when Anthea tries to save Jane from this latest crazy plan, she ends up taking a walk on 

the wild side herself… A sexy, funny and heartwarming adventure – curl up and enjoy this 

fabulous Quick Read from Kathy Lette. 

 

About the Author Kathy Lette first achieved success as a teenager with the novel Puberty Blues, 

which was made into a major film. After several years as a newspaper columnist and television 

sitcom writer in America and Australia, she wrote ten international bestsellers including Mad Cows 

(which was made into a film starring Joanna Lumley and Anna Friel), How to Kill Your Husband and 

Other Handy Household Hints, and To Love, Honour and Betray. 
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Wrong Time, Wrong Place by Simon Kernick (Arrow Books) 

You are hiking in the Scottish highlands with three friends when you come across a girl. 

She is half-naked, has been badly beaten, and she can’t speak English. 

She is clearly running away from someone. 

 

Do you stop to help her? Even if it means putting your friends’ lives – and your own – in terrible danger? 

 

About the author Simon talks both on and off the record to the Met’s Special Branch and the Anti-Terrorist 

Branch, to hear first hand what happens in the dark and murky underbelly of UK crime. 

His recent number one bestselling books include The Last 10 Seconds and The Payback. 

Relentless was the bestselling thriller of the year 2007. 

 

A Dreadful Murder by Minette Walters (Pan Macmillan) 

 

Based on a true story...Caroline Luard is shot dead in broad daylight in the grounds of a large 

country estate. With few clues available, her husband soon becomes the suspect . . . But is he 

guilty? Bringing to life the people involved in this terrible crime, bestselling author Minette 

Walters uses modern detective skills to attempt to solve a 100-year-old crime. 

About the author Minette Walters has written 12 novels and has won the CWA John Creasey Award, the 
Edgar Allan Poe Award and two CWA Gold Daggers for Fiction. 

Her previous Quick Read, Chickenfeed, was voted the 2006 Quick Reads Readers’ Favourite. 

A Sea Change by Veronica Henry (Orion Books) 

 

Jenna is known as The Ice Cream Girl. 

She doesn’t mind the name one bit. After all, there are far worse jobs than selling ice creams 

by the sea. Then one hot summer’s day, everything changes and Jenna faces the most difficult 

decision of her life. 



Quick Reads 2013 ideas pack 
 

4 

 

Craig spends as much time as he can at the beach hut in Everdene he rents with a few of his mates. It’s the 

perfect break from his stressful job, and he loves to surf. But one weekend he notices a girl on the beach – 

for all the wrong reasons. 

 

For Jenna and Craig, it’s a chance meeting which could change their lives forever... 

 

About the author Veronica began her career as a secretary on The Archers before turning her hand to 

scriptwriting. She has written for some of our best loved television dramas, including Heartbeat and Holby 

City and writes escapist fiction with an edge. 

 

Doctor Who, The Silurian Gift by Mike Tucker (BBC Books) 

 

'My new Fire-Ice will solve all the problems of the planet!' 

The world is on the brink of crisis. As fuel runs short, society begins to break down. One man 

seems to have the answer. But is it too good to be true? The Doctor arrives at an old oil 

refinery near the South Pole, concerned by claims about this new form of energy. He soon 

discovers something huge and terrifying is stalking the refinery. It brings death and 

destruction in its wake. The battle has begun for planet Earth. 

 

A thrilling, all-new adventure, featuring the Doctor as played by Matt Smith. 

 

About the author Doctor Who Quick Reads are always among the bestselling titles of the series, with I am a 

Dalek reaching 69K copies. Mike Tucker is a visual effects designer who, after 20 years at the BBC, now runs 

The Model Unit out of Ealing Studios. He is the author of previous Doctor Who novels The Nightmare of 

Black Island and Snowglobe 7.  

 

There is also a variety of Quick Reads books available from previous years. Please visit the Quick Reads 

website (http://www.quickreads.org.uk) for full details of the new and backlist titles. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.quickreads.org.uk/
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Quick Reads in libraries       

Since the launch of Quick Reads in 2006, 3.1 million books have been loaned through libraries.* Libraries 

are not only a great place to promote the new titles but they also stock the backlist Quick Reads titles.  

 

You can buy the Quick Reads 2013 titles from your library supplier. If you ordered Quick Reads promotional 

material (A3 posters and/or bookmarks) through the Reading Agency shop, your library supplier will be 

dispatching this with your book deliveries. Please use the posters and bookmarks to make attractive face-

out displays of the books. If you would like to print additional posters at different sizes, you can download 

the poster here: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html 

You can also download the Quick Reads logos from this page. 

 

*PLR figures 2012 

 

Displays 

Here are some of the ways in which you can promote the Quick Reads books: 

 Create a dedicated Quick Reads display using the six new titles. Make sure that the display is 

prominently positioned in your library. Consider making use of foyers as well as creating a display in 

council or other partners’ premises, such as colleges or children’s centres. 

 Use the backlist titles. Libraries are the only places where a range of backlist titles are available so 

why not add these to your display too? 

 Keep things fresh. We will alert you to news as the initiative progresses which you can use to 

refresh your display boards.  

 Display books in multiples and ‘face-out’. Again, you will need to keep an eye on refreshing the 

display.  

 Use shelving and tables. Consider putting reservation cards on the display for books not 

immediately available. 

 Designate and timetable members of staff to refresh the displays at intervals every day to ensure 

that they look suitably full and active. 

  

 

http://shop.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html
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Staff briefing session        

If you are working with frontline staff to promote Quick Reads, you may want to consider running a 

staff briefing session in which you could: 

 

 Provide background to Quick Reads 2013, including its aims, the 2013 titles and PLR figures 

 Encourage staff to tell readers about Quick Reads 2013 

 Suggest staff to bookmark the Quick Reads website 

 Encourage staff to make face-out displays of the books  

 Suggest staff review a Quick Reads title each and make a display with the review  

     

Events 

The launch of Quick Reads on 14 February is a great opportunity to organise events. Here are some ideas of 

simple community events:  

 

Hold a late-night opening with wine/nibbles – organise an evening with a party feel where you offer wine 

and nibbles, plus activities like Quick Reads recommendations, or a discussion of the 2013 titles. 

 

Panel discussion – bring together people who have read different Quick Reads – reading group members, 

library staff, local councillors or other people from the community – and hold a discussion about the 

different titles. Conclude it with a vote for the readers’ favourite Quick Read. 

 

Work with another local organisation, such as a local further education college, to organise an event. You 

could, for example, hold library induction sessions at one of your branches, introducing new library  

members to the 2013 Quick Reads, and the range of library stock and reading activities.  

 

You could also try to inform high-profile figures from the community, or local council members, of events,  

and link events to the Six Book Challenge (see below).  
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Reading groups       

Why not get reading groups for adult learners or emergent readers to read one of the new Quick Reads 

titles together? We would love to hear what reading groups think of each title, and will publish a selection 

of reviews on Reading Groups for Everyone: www.readinggroups.org. Please email 

judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk with your reviews. 

 

In the back of each Quick Read there will be some questions to help with reading group discussions.  You 

can also find the questions here: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-

announced.html.  

 

We will shortly be updating this pack with links to a more detailed reading group pack for 2013, as well as 

links to resources from previous years.  

 

Six Book Challenge 

Quick Reads continue to be the most popular titles with participants in the Reading Agency’s Six Book 

Challenge. For 2013 there’s an extra bonus with Andy McNab acting as Ambassador for the Six Book 

Challenge as well as telling his life story in his third Quick Read, Today Everything Changes.  Six Book 

Challenge materials featuring a call to action from Andy McNab are available to order from the Reading 

Agency Shop.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.readinggroups.org/
mailto:judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/practitioners-guides/six-book-challenge.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/practitioners-guides/six-book-challenge.html
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/shop
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/shop
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Quick Reads online      

 Visit the Quick Reads website – www.quickreads.org.uk  

 If possible, bookmark the site and ensure that staff are familiar with it. 

 Follow Quick Reads on Twitter: @Quick_Reads 

 Place the web address and Twitter username on a display board so that it is visible to library 

visitors. 

 Use your own intranet to make colleagues aware of the initiative. 

 Put a link on your library website.  

 If you have the facilities to record readers talking about their favourite book, please  

do so, and email a link to judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk.  

 If you have access to a digital camera, please send images of your displays, and  

events to the above email address. 

 

Please see Simon Wallace’s article about what he has done to promote Quick Reads in libraries: 

http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-in-southend-libraries.html 

 

Media profile          

Quick Reads has already been well covered in the media. Below is a snapshot of the coverage to date. We 

will also alert you to any other news coverage around the launch itself. 

 

http://www.thebookseller.com/news/mcnab-lette-and-kernick-be-%C2%A31-quick-reads.html 

 

http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/non-food/quick-reads-book-scheme-unveils-2013-author-line-

up/233137.article 

 

http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/sites/default/files/learningrep-winter2012.pdf 

(pages 14–17) 

 

You can download a Quick Reads press release template from here: 

http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html.  The press 

http://www.quickreads.org.uk/
mailto:judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-in-southend-libraries.html
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/mcnab-lette-and-kernick-be-%C2%A31-quick-reads.html
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/non-food/quick-reads-book-scheme-unveils-2013-author-line-up/233137.article
http://www.thegrocer.co.uk/fmcg/non-food/quick-reads-book-scheme-unveils-2013-author-line-up/233137.article
http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/sites/default/files/learningrep-winter2012.pdf
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2013-titles-announced.html
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release is generic but has ample space for you to write about what is happening in your library. 

Please use this to generate interest in your Quick Reads events and activity. 

 

To maximise the media profile of what you are doing, you may wish to consider some of the 

following approaches: 

 

 Keep an eye out for good news stories, such as innovative ways of giving the books or an original 

event. 

 Negotiate with your local newspaper to run a feature on Quick Reads. 

 Organise a slot on a local radio station which will feature stories about how Quick Reads have 

introduced reading to readers. This could be combined with the Six Book Challenge. 

 Keep a press pack – this is a great way to monitor the coverage you are getting for your work. 

 

What next?  

Quick Reads can be promoted throughout the year, through the Six Book Challenge and other initiatives, 

such as World Book Night. World Book Night takes place on 23 April 2013 and is a great chance for readers 

who have tried and enjoyed Quick Reads to read something new. In 2013 the World Book Night selection 

also includes a Quick Reads title – Last Night Another Soldier by Andy McNab. If you would like to apply to 

give this away, you still can, until 23 January 2013. Visit http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-

book-night/apply-to-be-a-giver to apply.  

 

Evaluation           

We would love to hear more about what you did to promote Quick Reads. Please email 

judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk a short description of any activity you ran around Quick Reads, 

along with photos or videos.  

 

We will also be circulating a short evaluation survey in January 2013. 

 

Key contacts 

For queries about Quick Reads, please contact judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk 

For queries about the Six Book Challenge, please contact: genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk 

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/apply-to-be-a-giver
http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/apply-to-be-a-giver
mailto:judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:judith.shipman@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk

