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Introduction 
This short pack provides background to Quick Reads, information about the 2014 campaign, useful web 

links, and suggestions for how you might use and promote Quick Reads 2014. If you have any particular tips 

and suggestions for how to make the most of the Quick Reads titles, then please let us know (contact 

details can be found on page 9) and we will add these to the pack. 

About Quick Reads 2014  
Quick Reads are bite-sized books by big-name authors and celebrities.  They are perfect for engaging 

people with reading as they are short and use clear language but still have fast-paced, brilliant storylines.  

They are easy to read and there is a great range of titles to choose from. Galaxy is once again sponsoring 

Quick Reads.  

 

Once again the Quick Reads titles are very varied, with something for everyone. The six 2014 titles are: 

 

 A Cruel Fate by Lindsey Davis (Hodder & Stoughton) 

 Black Out by Emily Barr (Headline Review) 

 Four Warned by Jeffrey Archer (Pan Books) 

 Hidden by Barbara Taylor Bradford (Harper) 

 Rules for Dating a Romantic Hero by Harriet Evans (Harper) 

 The Escape by Lynda La Plante (Simon & Schuster) 
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The 2014 titles 
 

A Cruel Fate by Lindsey Davis (Hodder & Stoughton) 

As long as war exists, this story will matter. 

Martin Watts, a bookseller, is captured by the king’s men. Jane Afton's brother Nat is taken 

too. They both suffer horrible treatment as prisoners-of-war. 

In Oxford Castle jailer William Smith tortures, beats, starves and deprives his helpless 

victims. Can Jane rescue her sick brother before he dies of neglect? Will Martin dare to 

escape? 

Based on real events in the English Civil War, Lindsey Davis retells the grim tale of Captain Smith's abuse of 

power in Oxford prison – where many died in misery though a lucky few survived. 

 

About the author Lindsey Davis is best known for her twenty volume mystery series about Roman 

detective Marcus Didius Falco, and her new series about his adopted daughter, Flavia Albia. 

She has also written Rebels and Traitors, an epic novel set during the same time as A Cruel Fate. 

 

Black Out by Emily Barr (Headline Review) 

You wake up in a strange room, with no idea how you got there. 

You are abroad, in a city you have never visited before. 

You have no money, no passport, no phone. 

And there is no sign of your baby. 

What do you do? 

 

About the author Emily Barr is the well-loved and bestselling author of Backpack, the original backpacking 

novel, and many other highly acclaimed novels. A former journalist, she has travelled around the world and 

written columns and travel pieces for the Observer and the Guardian. After living in France, Emily and her 

husband (whom she met backpacking) settled in Cornwall with their three children. To learn more about 

Emily and her novels, you can visit her website www.emilybarr.com. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.emilybarr.com/
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Four Warned by Jeffrey Archer (Pan Books) 

A Quick Read from the number one bestselling writer and author of Kane and Abel. 

These four short stories from a master storyteller are packed full of twists and turns. 

In ‘Stuck on You’, Jeremy finds out exactly the best way to steal the perfect ring for his 

fiancée. 

Albert celebrates his 100th birthday, and is pleased to be sent The Queen's Birthday 

Telegram. He is, however, confused as to why his wife isn't sent her telegram. 

In Russia, businessman Richard plots the ideal way to murder his wife. He begins to have a clever idea when 

his hotel warns him: Don't Drink the Water from the taps. 

And as Diana, a busy single mother, drives to have dinner with friends, she realises that a black van is 

following her. Soon terrified for her life, she does whatever it takes to stick to the warning given to drivers: 

Never Stop on the Motorway…  

Every reader will have their favourite story – some will make you laugh, others will bring you to tears. And, 

as always, every one of them will keep you spellbound. 

About the author Jeffrey Archer, whose novels and short stories include Kane and Abel, A Prisoner of Birth 

and Cat O’ Nine Tales, has topped the bestseller lists around the world, with sales of over 270 million 

copies. He is the only author ever to have been a number one bestseller in fiction (fifteen times), short 

stories (three times) and non-fiction (The Prison Diaries). The author is married with two sons and lives in 

London and Cambridge. 

Hidden by Barbara Taylor Bradford (Harper) 

Drama, heartbreak and new beginnings. This is a gripping story from a master storyteller. 

On the surface, Claire Saunders has it all. She has a rewarding career in fashion and a 

talented concert pianist daughter. Her loving husband is one of the country’s most trusted 

diplomats. 

But every now and again, she has to plaster her face in heavy make-up and wears 

sunglasses. She thinks she’s hidden her secret from her best friends, but they know her too well. 

Can her friends get her out of harm’s way and protect her from a man who is as ruthless as he is charming 

and powerful? And along the way, can Claire learn to stop protecting the wrong people? 
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About the Author Barbara Taylor Bradford has written twenty-nine novels. Her debut novel, A Woman of 

Substance, was an international bestseller. Barbara’s books have sold more than eighty-five million copies 

in more than ninety countries and forty languages. Ten mini-series and television films have been made of 

her books. In 2007 Barbara was awarded an OBE by the Queen for her services to literature. 

 

Rules for Dating a Romantic Hero by Harriet Evans (Harper) 

Do you believe in happy endings? 

Laura Foster used to be a hopeless romantic.  She was obsessed with meeting her own 

Prince Charming until she grew up and realised real life doesn’t work like that. 

Then she met Nick. A romantic hero straight from a fairytale, with a grand country estate 

and a family tree to match. 

They’ve been together four years now and Laura knows that what really matters is the 

two of them, not everything else around them. She can’t imagine ever loving anyone the way she loves 

Nick. 

Now, though, people are openly asking when they’ll hear wedding bells, and Nick is keeping secrets from 

Laura. She’s starting to feel she might not be ‘good enough’ for his family. 

Can an ordinary girl like Laura make it work with one of the most eligible men in the country? 

 

About the Author Harriet Evans is the author of seven previous novels: Going Home, A Hopeless Romantic, 

The Love of Her Life, I Remember You, Love Always, Happily Ever After and Not Without You. She lives in 

London with her family. 

 

The Escape by Lynda La Plante (Simon & Schuster) 

Colin Burrows is desperate. Recently sent to prison for burglary, he knows that his four 

year sentence means that he will miss the birth of his first child. With his wife’s due date 

fast approaching, he had hoped that the prison authorities would allow him to be present 

for the birth, but they have said no. 

Sharing a cell with Colin is Barry Marsden. Unlike most of the inmates, Barry actually likes 

prison life.  He has come from a very difficult family and been in and out of a series of 

foster homes. In prison, he has three meals a day and he has discovered a talent for drawing. So he is upset 

that he will have to leave on parole soon. 
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Sad to see his cellmate looking depressed, Barry hatches a plan to get Colin out of jail for the birth. It’s a 

plan so crazy that either it will fail and get both men in deeper trouble, or it might just work. 

Bestselling author Lynda La Plante’s exciting tale of one man’s escape from jail is based on a true story. 

 

About the Author Lynda La Plante is a Number One bestselling author. Born in Liverpool, she went to 

drama school and worked in theatre before becoming a television actress. She then turned to writing – and 

made her breakthrough with the hit TV series Widows. Her novels have all been bestsellers worldwide. Her 

script for Prime Suspect won many awards, and Above Suspicion, The Red Dahlia and Deadly Intent have 

been hugely successful for ITV in recent years. Lynda La Plante was awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday 

Honours List in 2008. She joined the Crime Thriller Writers’ Hall of Fame in 2009.Visit Lynda at her website: 

www.lyndalaplante.com 

Follow her on Twitter: @LaPlanteLynda 

 

There is also a variety of Quick Reads books available from previous years. Please visit the Quick Reads 

website (http://www.quickreads.org.uk) for full details of the new and backlist titles. 

 

Quick Reads in libraries       

Since the launch of Quick Reads in 2006, 3.1 million books have been loaned through libraries.* Libraries 

are not only a great place to promote the new titles but they also stock the backlist Quick Reads titles.  

 

You can buy the Quick Reads 2014 titles from your library supplier. If you ordered Quick Reads promotional 

material (A3 posters, poster-booklets and bookmarks) through the Reading Agency shop, you can use these 

to make attractive face-out displays of the books. If you would like to print additional posters at different 

sizes, you can download the poster here: http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2014-titles-

announced.html  

You can also download the Quick Reads logos from this page. 

 

*PLR figures 2012 

 

 

 

http://www.quickreads.org.uk/
http://shop.readingagency.org.uk/
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2014-titles-announced.html
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/news/quick-reads-2014-titles-announced.html
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Displays 

Here are some of the ways in which you can promote the Quick Reads books: 

 Create a dedicated Quick Reads display using the six new titles. Make sure that the display is 

prominently positioned in your library. Consider making use of foyers as well as creating a display in 

council or other partners’ premises, such as colleges or children’s centres. 

 Use the backlist titles. Libraries are the only places where a range of backlist titles are available so 

why not add these to your display too? 

 Keep things fresh. We will alert you to news as the initiative progresses which you can use to 

refresh your display boards.  

 Display books in multiples and ‘face-out’. Again, you will need to keep an eye on refreshing the 

display.  

 Use shelving and tables. Consider putting reservation cards on the display for books not 

immediately available. 

 Designate and timetable members of staff to refresh the displays at intervals every day to ensure 

that they look suitably full and active. 

  

 

 

Staff briefing session        

If you are working with frontline staff to promote Quick Reads, you may want to consider running a 

staff briefing session in which you could: 

 

 Provide background to Quick Reads 2014, including its aims, the 2014 titles and PLR figures 

 Encourage staff to tell readers about Quick Reads 2014 

 Suggest staff bookmark the Quick Reads website (http://www.quickreads.org.uk/) 

 Encourage staff to make face-out displays of the books  

 Suggest staff review a Quick Reads title each and make a display with the review  
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Events 

Launching Quick Reads in your library is a great opportunity to organise events. Here are some ideas of 

simple community events:  

 

Hold a late-night opening with wine/nibbles – organise an evening with a party feel where you offer wine 

and nibbles, plus activities like Quick Reads recommendations, or a discussion of the 2014 titles. 

 

Panel discussion – bring together people who have read different Quick Reads – reading group members, 

library staff, local councillors or other people from the community – and hold a discussion about the 

different titles. Conclude it with a vote for the readers’ favourite Quick Read. 

 

Work with another local organisation, such as a local further education college, to organise an event. You 

could, for example, hold library induction sessions at one of your branches, introducing new library  

members to the 2014 Quick Reads, and the range of library stock and reading activities.  

 

You could also try to inform high-profile figures from the community, or local council members, of events,  

and link events to the Six Book Challenge (see below) / World Book Night.  

 

Reading groups       

Why not get reading groups for adult learners or emergent readers to read one of the new Quick Reads 

titles together? We would love to hear what reading groups think of each title, and will publish a selection 

of reviews on Reading Groups for Everyone: www.readinggroups.org. Please email 

rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk with your reviews. 

 

In the back of each Quick Read there will be some questions to help with reading group discussions.   

Six Book Challenge 
Quick Reads continue to be the most popular titles with participants in the Reading Agency’s Six Book 

Challenge. A new Six Book Challenge website has recently been launched, where you can add your reviews 

to Quick Reads titles: http://sixbookchallenge.org.uk/ Six Book Challenge materials are available to order 

from the Reading Agency Shop.   

 

http://www.readinggroups.org/
mailto:rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk
http://sixbookchallenge.org.uk/
http://sixbookchallenge.org.uk/
http://sixbookchallenge.org.uk/
http://www.readingagency.org.uk/shop
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World Book Night 

 

World Book Night takes place on 23 April 2014 and is a great chance for readers who have tried and 

enjoyed Quick Reads to read something new. In 2014 the World Book Night selection includes four Quick 

Reads titles – Four Warned by Jeffrey Archer, one of this year’s titles, and three titles from previous years.  

 

If you’d like to apply to be a Community Giver, visit the World Book Night website: 

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/apply-to-be-a-giver.  

 

Quick Reads online     

 Visit the Quick Reads website – www.quickreads.org.uk  

 If possible, bookmark the site and ensure that staff are familiar with it. 

 Follow Quick Reads on Twitter: @Quick_Reads 

 Place the web address and Twitter username on a display board so that it is visible to library 

visitors. 

 Use your own intranet to make colleagues aware of the initiative. 

 Put a link on your library website.  

 If you have the facilities to record readers talking about their favourite book, please  

do so, and email a link to rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk.  

 If you have access to a digital camera, please send images of your displays, readers holding their 

favourite book, and Quick Reads events to the above email address. 

 Make a stop-motion trailer for one of the books using Instagram 

 

Please see Simon Wallace’s article about what he has done to promote Quick Reads in libraries: 

http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-in-southend-libraries.html 

 

Media profile          

Quick Reads has already been well covered in the media. Below is a snapshot of the coverage to date:   

http://www.thebookseller.com/news/archer-and-taylor-bradford-pen-quick-reads.html 

http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/sites/default/files/learningrep-winter2012.pdf 

(pages 14–17) 

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/apply-to-be-a-giver
http://www.quickreads.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/Quick_Reads
mailto:rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/tips/quick-reads-in-southend-libraries.html
http://www.thebookseller.com/news/archer-and-taylor-bradford-pen-quick-reads.html
http://www.unionlearn.org.uk/sites/default/files/learningrep-winter2012.pdf
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To maximise the media profile of what you are doing, you may wish to consider some of the 

following approaches: 

 

 Keep an eye out for good news stories, such as innovative ways of giving the books or an original 

event. 

 Negotiate with your local newspaper to run a feature on Quick Reads. 

 Organise a slot on a local radio station which will feature stories about how Quick Reads have 

introduced reading to readers. This could be combined with the Six Book Challenge or World Book 

Night.  

 Keep a press pack – this is a great way to monitor the coverage you are getting for your work. 

 

What next?  

Quick Reads can be promoted throughout the year, through the Six Book Challenge and other initiatives, 

such as World Book Night. World Book Night takes place on 23 April 2014 and is a great chance for readers 

who have tried and enjoyed Quick Reads to read something new. In 2014 the World Book Night selection 

includes four Quick Reads title – Four Warned by Jeffrey Archer, Hello Mum by Bernadine Evaristo, The 

Perfect Murder by Peter James and Today Everything Changes by Andy McNab. If you would like to get 

involved in World Book Night, you can still register to be a community giver. Visit 

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/be-a-community-book-giver to apply.  

 

Evaluation           

We would love to hear more about what you did to promote Quick Reads. Please email 

rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk a short description of any activity you ran around Quick Reads, along 

with photos or videos.  

 

Key contacts 

For queries about Quick Reads, please contact marian.keen-downs@readingagency.org.uk or 

rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk  

For queries about the Six Book Challenge, please contact: genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk 

For queries about World Book Night, please contact: rose.goddard@readingagency.org.uk  

http://www.worldbooknight.org/about-world-book-night/be-a-community-book-giver
mailto:rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:marian.keen-downs@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:rose.vickridge@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk
mailto:rose.goddard@readingagency.org.uk

