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A Good Place to Hide  Peter Grose 

A Notable Woman Jean Lucey Pratt 

A Place of Refuge Tobias Jones 

Another Bloody Saturday Mat Guy 

In Pursuit of Butterflies Matthew Oates 

In Search of Mary Bee Rowlatt 

In The Kingdom of Ice Hampton Sides 

Jeremy Hutchinson's Case Histories Thomas Grant  

Judy: A Dog in a Million Damien Lewis 

Just Mercy Bryan Stevenson 

Late Fragments Kate Grosse 

Safe Passage Ida Cook 

Spirals in Time  Helen Scales 

Take Six Girls  Laura Thompson 

The Fish Ladder Katherine Norbury 

The Lightless Sky  Gulwali Passarlay 

The Missing of the Somme Geoff Dyer 

Toast & Marmalade Emma Bridgewater 

Where Memories Go  Sally Magnusson 

Read on to find out more about each title!  



A Good Place to Hide by Peter Grose 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The astonishing little-known story of how a whole 

village defied the Nazis at the height of the French 

occupation - and saved 5000 lives. 

In the upper reaches of the Loire lies an isolated plateau 
and the secluded village of Le Chambonsur- Lignon. The 
whole village was honoured with the distinction of 
Righteous Among Nations by the people of Israel. How 
they earned this is one of the great modern stories of 
heroism and courage. 
 
The community pulled off the astonishing feat of saving 
the lives of 5000 men, women and children whose very 
existence was deemed to be unpalatable to the Nazi 
occupiers and their Vichy stooges. They achieved this 
through a long-running battle of nerves. It took an 
extraordinary cast of characters to pull it off: the 
unswerving pacifist pastor; the glamorous female SOE 
agent with a wooden leg who armed and trained the 
Resistance on the Plateau; the 18-year-old Latvian 
Jewish typewriter repairman who forged 5,000 sets of 
fake papers; the 15-year-old schoolgirl who risked her 
life running suitcases stuffed with money for the 
Resistance.  

 

‘A story resonant in our days, the age of refugees and a grand narrative in its own right, all told with 

absorbing skill. Peter Grose’s tale of the astounding rescue village of Chambon is a tale of the practical 

deliverance of the hunted from the Nazis. A book to cherish and recommend!’ Thomas Keneally, author of 

Schinder’s Ark  

‘Peter Grose’s book stands out as a complete story about life on the Plateau during World War II. Peter uses 

only facts to tell a true story. He is one of those rare raconteurs who can write a history book that reads like 

a novel.’ Nelly Trocmé, eyewitness and daughter of Andre and Madga Trocmé.  

 

Peter Grose is a former publisher at Secker & Warburg, a former literary agent at Curtis Brown, and was 

until recently the chairman of ACP (UK). He is the author of two highly acclaimed books on WW2. 

 



A Notable Woman by Jean-Lucy Pratt 
 
 

 

The extraordinary journals chronicling one 
ordinary woman's life: a fascinating slice of 
British social history 
 
In April 1925 at the age of fifteen, Jean Lucey Pratt 

started a journal that she kept until just a few days 

before her death in 1986, producing over a million 

words in 45 exercise books.  

She wrote – legibly, in fountain pen – about 

anything that amused, inspired or troubled her, but 

there were three things that concerned her most: 

men, work and cats.  

What emerges is a portrait of a truly unique, 

spirited woman and writer. Never before has an 

account so fully, so honestly and so vividly 

captured a single woman's journey through the 

twentieth century. 

 

 

 

 

 

Immensely poignant … Jean’s diaries are utterly enthralling: intimate, occasionally barbed, 
frequently funny and filled with her hopes and dreams, friendships and love affairs. It is a life laid 
bare in all its passion and anger, love and longing, sadness and acceptance. An extraordinary 
project - The Sunday Times 
 
“What makes Jean's journals special is the intimacy and frankness of her account of a life seen 
from the inside... As a record of the individual's dreams set against the cramped reality, Jean's 
journals are timeless. She leaps out of her own pages, free as she never was in life: you want to 
protect her, and simultaneously to slap her and cheer her on. It's very funny, occasionally sobering 
and shot through with acute insights. Who would have imagined that the life of a Buckinghamshire 
bookseller would make you want to turn the pages so fast?” - Hilary Mantel 
 
Jean Lucey Pratt was born in 1909 in Wembley, Middlesex and lived much of her life in a small 

cottage on the edge of Burnham Beeches in Buckinghamshire. She was a trainee architect, she 

was a publicist, she gardened, she took in lodgers, she read copiously, she wrote criticism, and in 

later years she ran a bookshop. But above all, she kept track of her life in the most lyrical of ways, 

from the age of 15 until just a few days before her death in 1986. 



A Place of Refuge by Tobias Jones 
 
 

 

Five years ago, Tobias Jones and his wife set up a 
woodland sanctuary for people in a period of 
crisis in their lives.  
 
Windsor Hill Wood quickly becomes a well-known 

refuge, and a family home is transformed into a 

small community. Most people arrive because of a 

desperate need - bereavement, depression, 

addiction or homelessness - while others come 

simply because they are dismayed by modern life. 

 A Place of Refuge is the story of an evolving 

community, the characters and conflicts. As the 

seasons turn in the bustling woodland, an ever-

changing group of people try to share their money, 

their meals and ideals. Encountering both violent 

antagonism and astounding generosity, the family 

open up not only their house, but also themselves, 

to the most demanding of judgements and 

transformations.  

 

 

 

 

 

‘For all its harrowing accounts of broken lives, this is an enjoyable book. The challenges this honest 

if foolhardy man sets himself are remarkable; his successes modest, but real.’ - Philip Hoare, Mail 

on Sunday 

‘The book raises some knotty questions about idealism. Many of us would agree with Jones’s 

diagnosis of the ills of society, but very few of us would pretty much single-handedly set about 

finding the cure.’  - The Guardian 

 

Tobias Jones is the author of four non-fiction books, Blood on the Altar, The Dark Heart of Italy, 

Basilitica and Utopian Dreams; and the Castagnetti crime trilogy, The Salati Case, White Death and 

Death of a Showgirl. He has worked as a journalist in Britain for the London Review of Books, the 

Independent on Sunday and the Observer; and in Italy, producing two political documentary series 

for the Italian state broadcaster RAI 3. He lives at Windsor Hill Wood in Somerset with his wife and 

three children where he runs a working farm refuge. 



Another Bloody Saturday by Mat Guy 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A heartfelt journey beyond fame, glamour and 
wealth.  
 
Football game attendance has dwindled in recent 

years, with people favouring all-you-can-watch 

television packages and the magic of experiencing 

the atmosphere of a match is often lost through 

the screen. 

Mat Guy celebrates the colourful world of football 

as he journeys into the very soul of what makes 

these matches so special to him — and the 

dedicated fans who keep the clubs alive. 

It is a book celebrating all that is great with the 

game of football, as seen through the eyes of clubs 

and fans rarely bothered by satellite television 

cameras and the riches of the elite game, a vibrant 

world of humour, warmth and friendship far more 

priceless than the wealth of the Premier League. 

 

“This amazing story is a must-read for any walk of life, not just football fans.” - Nick Westwell, 

Chairman of the Official Accrington Stanley Supporters Club 

 

Mat Guy lives in Southampton with his wife and, if he were allowed, a cat that would probably be 

called Stanley. Mat has supported Southampton and Salisbury since a young boy and has written 

about football for The Football Pink and STAND Magazine, as well as on his own blog ‘Dreams of 

Victoria Park’. When not fretting about promotion and relegation in the Faroe Islands football 

league, Mat enjoys open-water swimming and taking part in endurance swims across the country. 



In Pursuit of Butterflies by Matthew Oates 
 
 

 

Matthew Oates has led a butterflying life.  

 

Naturalist, conservationist and passionate lover of 

poetry, he has devoted himself to these exalted 

creatures: to their observation, to singing their 

praises, and to ensuring their survival. Based on 

fifty years of detailed diaries, In Pursuit of 

Butterflies is the chronicle of this life.  

Oates leads the reader through a lifetime of 

butterflying, across the mountain tops, the peat 

bogs, sea cliffs, meadows, heaths, the chalk downs 

and great forests of the British Isles. Full of 

humour, zeal, digression, expertise and anecdote, 

this book provides a profound encounter with one 

of our great butterfly lovers, and with a half-

century of butterflies in Britain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Oates is a naturalist, writer and poet who has been obsessed by Britain’s butterflies 

since he was at school. Intimately acquainted with all of Britain's native species, he has made 

particular studies of the Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Mountain Ringlet and Duke of Burgundy. But no 

butterfly has entranced him so much as the elusive, beautiful Purple Emperor – a butterfly we 

now understand much better thanks to his detailed and tireless observation. Since 1992 Matthew 

has worked for the National Trust, where he is currently National Specialist for Nature. Matthew 

has written widely for newspapers and magazines, and is a regular writer for the Nature Notes 

column in The Times.  

 



In Search of Mary by Bee Rowlatt 
 
 

 

The Mother of all Journeys 

Bee Rowlatt embarks on an extraordinary 

journey, with toddler in tow, in search of the life 

and legacy of the first celebrity feminist: Mary 

Wollstonecraft.  

From the wild coasts of Norway to a witch’s coven 

in California, via the blood-soaked streets of 

revolutionary Paris, Bee learns what drove her hero 

on, and what’s been won and lost over the 

centuries in the battle for equality. 

On this biographical treasure hunt Bee discovers 

the correct way to wear a glittery thong, why you 

should never visit Paris with a baby, and the perils 

of being rebirthed by a naked hippy with giant 

breasts.  

 

Along the way she finds a new balance between 

her career and babies, and between the showgirl 

she once was and the demands of motherhood. 

She also learns the importance of celebrating the 

radiant power of love in all our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"It’s brilliantly funny, poignant and important... Laugh, cry and be moved by the original feminist 

adventure with the brilliant Bee Rowlatt as your fun-loving friend." Shami Chakrabarti 

 

“Rowlatt’s passion for Wollstonecraft leaps out of every page, the intervening centuries disappear: 

it’s as if they are on a journey together.” TV historian Dan Snow 

 

Bee Rowlatt is a writer, journalist and broadcaster. She is a regular contributor to The Daily 

Telegraph and has reported for the World Service, Newsnight and BBC2. The co-author of the 

best-selling Talking about Jane Austen in Baghdad (Penguin 2010) as well as one of the writers 

featured in Virago’s 2013 anthology Fifty Shades of Feminism, Bee won the K. Blundell Trust award 

for In Search of Mary. She has four children and lives in London. 



In the Kingdom of Ice by Hampton Sides 
 
 

 

The age of exploration was drawing to a close, yet 

the mystery of the North Pole remained.  

Contemporaries described the pole as the 

‘unattainable object of our dreams’, and the urge 

to fill in this last great blank space on the map grew 

irresistible. In 1879 the USS Jeannette set sail from 

San Francisco to cheering crowds and amid a frenzy 

of publicity. The ship and its crew, captained by the 

heroic George De Long, were destined for the 

uncharted waters of the Arctic. 

But it wasn’t long before the Jeannette was 

trapped in crushing pack ice. Amid the rush of 

water and the shrieks of breaking wooden boards, 

the crew found themselves marooned a thousand 

miles north of Siberia with only the barest supplies, 

facing a seemingly impossible trek across endless 

ice. Battling everything from snow blindness and 

polar bears to ferocious storms and frosty 

labyrinths, the expedition fought madness and 

starvation as they desperately strove for survival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ‘A brilliant exposition of narrative non-fiction: moving, harrowing, as gripping as any well-paced 

thriller but a lore more interesting because it is also true’ The Times  

‘Tells the extraordinary story of this little known expedition in Hampton Sides’ well-honed style – 

meticulous research shoring up a fast-paced narrative.’ Financial Times  

‘[Sides] has mined all the primary material, including extensive journals and medical logs carried 

home by survivors, and he quotes judiciously, interweaving the narrative with heartbreaking 

extracts from letters written by De Long’s young wife’ Spectator 

 
 Hampton Sides is the bestselling author of the histories Hellhound on his Trail, Blood and Thunder and 

Ghost Soldiers, and an award-winning editor of Outside magazine. He lives in New Mexico with his 

wife, Anne, and their three sons. 



Jeremy Hutchinson’s Case Histories by Thomas Grant 
 
 

 

Born in 1915 into the fringes of the Bloomsbury 

Group, Jeremy Hutchinson went on tobecome the 

greatest criminal barrister of the 1960s, '70s and 

'80s.  

From the sex and spying scandals which 

contributed to Harold Macmillan's resignation in 

1963 and the subsequent fall of the Conservative 

government, to the fight against literary censorship 

through his defence of Lady Chatterley's Lover and 

Fanny Hill, Hutchinson was involved in many of the 

great trials of the period - cases that changed 

society for ever, and Hutchinson's role in them was 

second to none. 

In the year that Jeremy turns 101, the paperback 

edition of Case Histories provides a definitive 

account of his remarkable life and work, a dazzling 

reflection of the century he has lived. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

'Throughout a long career, Jeremy Hutchinson's brilliant and stylish advocacy achieved success in 

cases that looked unwinnable' Helena Kennedy QC 

‘A fascinating episodic cultural history of postwar Britain’ Ben Macintyre, The Times 

‘A compelling read…the most enlivening of case books’ Guardian 

 

Thomas Grant QC is a practising barrister and author. He lives in Sussex and London. 

 



 Judy: A Dog in a Million by Damien Lewis 
 
 

 

The Heartwarming Story of WWII’s Only Animal 

Prisoner of War 

Whether she was dragging men to safety from the 

wreckage of a torpedoed ship, or by her presence 

alone bringing inspiration and hope to men living 

through the 20th century's darkest days, Judy was 

cherished and adored by the British, Australian, 

American and other Allied servicemen who fought 

to survive alongside her.  

Judy's uncanny ability to sense danger, quick-

thinking and impossible daring saved countless 

lives. It was in recognition of the extraordinary 

friendship and protection she offered amidst the 

unforgiving and savage environment of a Japanese 

POW camp on the Sumatran ‘hell railway’ that she 

gained her formal status as a POW. 

Based on interviews with the few living veterans 

who knew her, and extensive archival research, 

Lewis reveals how Judy's unique combination of 

courage, kindness and fun repaid the honours she 

received, including the Dickin Medal, ‘The Animal 

VC’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dog of war whose sixth sense saved hundreds of British lives - Mail on Sunday 

One of the most famous animals of the Second World War - Daily Express 

Damien Lewis has spent twenty years reporting from war, disaster and conflict zones around the 

world. He has written a dozen non-fiction and fiction books, topping bestseller lists worldwide, 

and is published in some thirty languages. Several of his books are being made into feature films 

and have been produced as plays for the stage. Damien Lewis is the co-author of the bestselling 

It's All About Treo and author of the Sunday Times No.1 bestseller Zero Six Bravo, both published 

by Quercus. 

 



 Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
 
 

 

The US has the highest rate of incarceration in the 

world. One in every 15 people born there today is 

expected to go to prison. 

For black men this figure rises to one in three. And 

death row is disproportionately black. 

Bryan Stevenson grew up poor in the racially 

segregated South. His innate sense of justice made 

him a brilliant young lawyer, and one of his first 

defendants was Walter McMillian, a black man 

sentenced to die for the murder of a white woman 

– a crime he insisted he didn’t commit. The case 

drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political 

machination, startling racial inequality, and legal 

brinksmanship – and transformed his 

understanding of mercy and justice forever. 

At once an unforgettable account of an idealistic 

lawyer’s coming of age and a moving portrait of the 

lives of those he has defended, Just Mercy is an 

inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of 

justice. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Just Mercy should be read by people of conscience in every civilized country in the world to 

discover what happens when revenge and retribution replace justice and mercy. It is as gripping to 

read as any legal thriller, and what hangs in the balance is nothing less than the soul of a great 

nation.’ – Desmond Tutu, Nobel Peace Laureate 

Bryan Stevenson is the founder and executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative in 

Montgomery, Alabama. He is a widely acclaimed public-interest lawyer who has dedicated his 

career to helping the poor, the incarcerated, and the condemned. Under his leadership, EJI has 

won major legal challenges eliminating excessive and unfair sentencing, exonerating innocent 

death-row prisoners, confronting abuse of the incarcerated and the mentally ill, and aiding 

children prosecuted as adults. EJI has won relief for 115 death-row prisoners illegally convicted or 

sentenced. His work fighting poverty and challenging racial discrimination in the criminal-justice 

system has won him numerous awards. 



 Late Fragments by Kate Gross 
 
 

 

‘I am spending my last days writing this book. I 

am about words. Words are how I understand 

the world – I read, therefore I am.’ 

Kate Gross died on Christmas morning 2014 from 

cancer aged just thirty-six. Ambitious and 

talented, she worked at 10 Downing Street in her 

twenties; at thirty she was CEO of a charity 

working in Africa, married to ‘the best-looking 

man she’d ever kissed’, and the mother of twin 

boys. Aged thirty-four, she was diagnosed with 

advanced colon cancer. 

After her diagnosis, Kate began to write – as a 

reminder that she would create even as her body 

tried to self-destruct. Late Fragments is her 

personal way of making sense of the woman who 

emerged in this strange, lucid, final chuck of life. 

It is a book about the wonder to be found in the 

everyday, what it means to die before your time, 

and how to fill your life with hope and joy even in 

the face of tragedy. It is a book about how to live. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The most honest, beautiful, heart wrenching and eye opening book I’ve ever read.’ - Fearne Cotton 

‘Boy, does [Kate’s] writing have pulse. Clear-sighted and cold-eyed, her sentences are light as 

leaves…here she will be, bold and brave, caught on the page in all her wonderful vitality.’- 5* Mail on 

Sunday 

‘A beautiful and surprisingly joyous look at life from someone who is leaving it. It’s so sad that this 

woman is no longer in the world but the words she left behind have great worth.' - Cathy Rentzenbrink 

Kate Gross read English at Oxford University. She then joined the civil service, advising Tony Blair and 

Gordon Brown. Aged 29, she founded AGI (the Africa Governance Initiative), a charity that works to 

rebuild government in post-conflict Africa, alongside Tony Blair. She stood down as the charity’s CEO 

during her treatment. In 2014, she was awarded an OBE for her charitable work in Africa. Kate died 

peacefully at home on 25 December 2014. She leaves behind her devoted husband Billy and twin sons 

Isaac and Oscar. 



 Safe Passage by Ida Cook 
 
 

 

Ida and Louise Cook were ordinary young English 

women who were born in Sunderland at the turn of 

the 20th century and later moved to London where 

they worked in the civil service.  They were both 

fanatical about opera and saved their hard earned 

wages as typists to travel to New York, Italy and 

Austria to hear their favourite opera singers.  

When Ida became a successful and prolific author 

for Mills & Boon, the sisters found themselves 

moving within operatic circles . During one of their 

frequent visits to Europethe Austrian conductor 

Clemens Klauss alerted them to the fate awaiting 

the Jews in Nazi Germany.  Using the proceeds from 

Ida’s novels, the Cook sisters embarked on 

dangerous undercover missions to pre-war Austria 

and Germany to smuggle those facing deadly 

persecution to safety.  Time and again they risked 

everything to save others and help them rebuild 

their lives in freedom.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The most effective British transporters of Jews out of Germany between 1937 and the outbreak of 

war’- Daily Telegraph 

 

Ida Cook (1904-1986) was a British campaigner for Jewish refugees and the author of 130 romance 

titles for Mills & Boon under the name Mary Burchell.   

In 1965 Ida and her sister Louise were honoured as Righteous Gentiles by the Yad Vashem Martyrs and 

Heroes Remembrance Authority in Israel.  In 2010 they were posthumously named Heroes of the 

Holocaust by the British Government. Safe Passage was first published in 1950 with the title We 

Followed Our Stars. This edition is published to commemorate the 30th anniversary of Ida’s death. 



 Spirals in Time by Helen Scales 
 
 

 

A fascinating slice of marine biology and cultural 

history, revealing the hidden wonders that can be 

held in the palm of your hand. 

Stories of seashells stretch from the deep past into 

the present day. They are touchstones leading into 

fascinating realms of the natural world and cutting-

edge science. Shell-makers (members of the 

phylum Mollusca) are among the most ancient and 

successful animals on the planet. They live 

extraordinary lives in many strange places; they 

create vital food and homes for other animals, and 

across the ages, people have used shells not only as 

trinkets but also as powerful symbols of sex and 

death, prestige and war. 

Spirals in Time tells the story of the seashell. Two 

major themes weave through the narrative: the 

science and natural history of shells and their 

(original) owners, and the cultural importance and 

ways they have been used by humans over the 

millennia. Helen Scales shows how these simple 

objects have been sculpted by fundamental rules of 

mathematics and evolution, how they gave us 

colour, gems, food and money, and how they are 

prompting new medicines and teaching scientists 

how our brains work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helen Scales is a marine biologist based in Cambridge. She has tagged sharks in California, catalogued 

marine life surrounding a hundred islands in the Andaman Sea, and most recently studied the diverse 

fish that live on coral reefs in the South Pacific. Helen is now a freelance researcher and broadcaster 



 Take Six Girls by Laura Thompson 
 
 

 

The Lives of the Mitford Sisters 

The eldest was a razor-sharp novelist of upper-class 

manners; the second was loved by John Betjeman; 

the third was a fascist who married Oswald Mosley; 

the fourth idolized Hitler and shot herself in the 

head when Britain declared war on Germany; the 

fifth was a member of the American Communist 

Party; the sixth became Duchess of Devonshire. 

 

They were the Mitford sisters: Nancy, Pamela, 

Diana, Unity, Jessica and Deborah. Born into 

country-house privilege, they became prominent as 

‘bright young things’ in the high society of interwar 

London. Then, as the shadows crept over 1930s 

Europe, the stark – and very public – differences in 

their outlooks came to symbolise the political 

polarities of a dangerous decade. 

 

The intertwined stories of their lives – recounted in 

masterly fashion by Laura Thompson – hold up a 

revelatory mirror to upper-class English life before 

and after World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘An astute, highly readable and well-assembled book’  - The Observer 

‘Thompson combines a subtle understanding of history with enjoyable crisp, tart insights.’ -  Mail on 

Sunday 

Laura Thompson is the award-winning author of Life in a Cold Climate: A Biography of Nancy Mitford; 

Agatha Christie: An English Mystery (2007) and A Different Class of Murder: the Story of Lord Lucan. 

 

 

 

 

Laura Thompson is the award-winning author of Life in a Cold Climate: A Biography of Nancy Mitford; 

Agatha Christie: An English Mystery (2007) and A Different Class of Murder: the Story of Lord Lucan 

 



 The Fish Ladder by Katharine Norbury 
 
 

 

Part travelogue, part memoir, Katharine Norbury’s 

moving and lyrical story of self-discovery – told 

through journeys on foot along the glittering rivers 

of Britain – is nature writing at its finest. 

Katharine Norbury was abandoned as a baby in a 

Liverpool convent. Raised by loving adoptive 

parents, she grew into a wanderer, drawn by the 

landscape of the British countryside. One summer, 

following the miscarriage of a much-longed-for 

child, Katharine sets out – accompanied by her 

nine-year-old daughter, Evie – with the idea of 

following a river from the sea to its source. The 

luminously observed landscape grounds the 

walkers, earths them, providing both a constant 

and a context to their expeditions. But what begins 

as a diversion from grief soon evolves into a journey 

to the source of life itself, when a chance 

circumstance forces Katharine to the door of the 

woman who abandoned her all those years ago. 

The Fish Ladder has a rare emotional resonance. It 

is a portrait of motherhood, of a literary marriage, a 

hymn to the adoptive family, but perhaps most of 

all it is a meditation on the majesty of the natural 

world. Imbued with a keen and joyful intelligence, 

this original and life-affirming book is set to become 

a classic of its genre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Fish Ladder is a beautiful book. An exquisite example of ‘new nature writing’… A generous, moving 

book and extraordinarily well written too’ - Sara Maitland 

‘She has written a magical and most original first book’ - Michael Holroyd 

Katharine Norbury trained as a film editor with the BBC and has worked extensively in film and 

television drama. She is a graduate of the Creative Writing MA programme at UEA and a doctoral 

candidate at Goldsmiths. She lives in London with her family. The Fish Ladder is her first book. 

 

 

 



The Lightless Sky by Gulwali Passarlay 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘‘I was twelve years old, and there was not a day I didn’t 

live in fear or witness violence and man’s inhumanity to 

man.’ 

Gulwali Passarlay was sent away from Afghanistan by his 

mother at the age of twelve to save his life. Smuggled 

into Iran, Gulwali began a twelve-month odyssey across 

Europe, spending time in prisons, suffering hunger, 

cruelty, brutality and nearly drowning in a tiny boat on 

the Mediterranean. He finally arrived in the UK, no longer 

an innocent child but still a boy of twelve.  

Here in Britain, he was fostered, won a place at a top 

university, and was chosen to carry the Olympic torch in 

2012. Now a young man, he is intent on changing the 

world. The Lightless Sky is the story of an extraordinary, 

and often terrifying, journey. 

 

In Iran Gulwali made a treacherous night-time mountain crossing, only narrowly escaping as he and 

his fellow-travellers were shot at by border guards. In Bulgaria he jumped from a speeding train, 

nearly breaking both his legs. He travelled across the Mediterranean in a broken-down vessel with 

dozens of starving men. In Greece he saw the insanity of a legal system which gave him six weeks to 

leave the country but then sentenced him to jail for three months. In France he spent the coldest 

day of the winter huddled in a telephone box and almost froze to death after the police kicked him 

out of his pitiful shelter. He spent a month in the now-notorious Calais ‘Jungle’. Several times he 

made it to a country only to be deported back to where he had just come from, and had to start all 

over again. 

‘An extraordinary man – achieving against all odds’ – Jon Snow 

‘For a remarkable, moving description of the refugee experience, read The Lightless Sky’ – Vince 

Cable 

 

 

 



The Missing of the Somme by Geoff Dyer 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geoff Dyer’s classic book is republished to mark 

the centenary of the battle of the Somme.  

Head bowed, rifle on his back, a soldier is 

silhouetted against the going down of the sun, 

looking at the grave of a dead comrade, 

remembering him. A photograph from the war, is 

also a photograph of the way the war will be 

remembered. It is a photograph of the future's 

view of the past. 

The Missing of the Somme has become a classic 

meditation upon war and remembrance. It 

weaves a network of myth and memory, photos 

and films, poetry and sculptures, graveyards and 

ceremonies, that illuminate our understanding of, 

and relationship with, the Great War. 

 

 

‘The great Great War book of our time’ – Observer  

 ‘Articulates a response to the Great War which many feel but no one has analysed so scrupulously.’ - 

Spectator 

 

Geoff Dyer is the author of Jeff in Venice, Death in Varanasi and three previous novels, as well as ten 

non-fiction books. Dyer has won the Somerset Maugham Prize, the Bollinger Everyman Wodehouse 

Prize for Comic Fiction, A Lannan Literary Award, the International Centre of Photography’s 2006 

Infinity Award for writing on photography. 

 



Toast and Marmalade by Emma Bridgewater 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plunge in to the world of pottery, family, 

childhood, work, motorway service stations, 

holidays, beaches, markets, recipes, dressing-up 

boxes, patch-working, country&western music, 

picnics, camping and the lost world of telephone 

calls costing 2p… 

 

Emma Bridgewater looks back on her life and 

work, as this wonderful patchwork of stories gives 

a very personal insight in to the inspirations 

behind the unique Bridgewater designs, the 

challenges faced in starting her own business, the 

people, stories and values that have shaped her 

life and work to date and how it all started after a 

failed attempt to find the perfect birthday 

present for her mother… 

 

 ‘Emma's memoir is packed with moving vignettes... The book is also a paean to a childhood love of 

adventure.’ - Harper’s Bazaar 

 ‘Toast & Marmalade is a scrapbook of family recipes and childhood memories of camping trips or 

picnics that shimmer in the late afternoon sun.’ Daily Express 

 

Emma Bridgewater set up her eponymous business in 1985. Today, Emma Bridgewater Ltd continues 

to be owned and run by Emma and her husband Matthew, who are committed to British pottery 

manufacture and continue to contribute designs. The early family life which inspired the Emma 

Bridgewater business took place round the kitchen table, and that is still the focus of Emma and 

Matthew’s life with their four children today. Emma received a CBE for services to industry in the 

Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2013. 

 



Where Memories Go by Sally Magnusson 
 
 

 

“This book began as an attempt to hold on to my 

witty, storytelling mother. Then, as the enormity 

of the social crisis we were part of began to 

dawn, I wrote with the thought that other 

forgotten lives might be nudged into the light 

along with hers. Dementia is one of the greatest 

challenges of our times. I am a reporter. It 

became the biggest story of my life.”  

Regarded as one of the finest journalists of her 

generation, Mamie Baird Magnusson’s whole life 

was a celebration of words – words that she 

fought to retain in the teeth of a disease which is 

fast becoming the scourge of the 21st century. 

Where Memories Go is Sally's words to Mamie: in 

exquisite prose, both moving and funny, a 

daughter attempts to keep her mother’s spirit 

alive by talking to her as dementia begins to 

overwhelm both their lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is impressive that a book that can be so clear-eyed in its reporting can often leave the readers' eyes 

brimming... A brave, compassionate, tender and honest portrait of a mother and family that also 
informs a conversation we all need to be having.’ - Metro 

 
‘I was bowled over by this book. Intensely moving and inspiring, it is as much about living, laughing 
and family life as it is about loss and death. I read it in one sitting and thought about it again and 

again.’-  Joanna Lumley 

 
 

Sally Magnusson is an award-winning journalist and broadcaster. She has presented numerous 
programmes for the BBC on both television and radio, including Breakfast News, Reporting Scotland, 

the Daily Politics, Panorama and Songs of Praise. A regular presenter on BBC Scotland, Sally is married, 
has five children and lives near Glasgow. This is her eighth book. Since her mother’s death, Sally has 

gone on to establish a charity, Playlist for Life (www.playlistforlife.org.uk), aimed at encouraging access 
for every person with dementia to a playlist of personally meaningful music from their past life. 

 


