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Running the Rugby League World Cup 2013 Six Book Challenge  
The Rugby League World Cup 2013 (RLWC2013) Six Book Challenge is designed to engage sports fans in 
reading for pleasure.  It is a ‘special edition’ of the national Six Book Challenge run by The Reading Agency 
which has been created in partnership with the Rugby League World Cup taking place in October and 
November 2013.  The scheme offers participants the opportunity to read six books of their choice (or 
magazines, match reports, poems or even digital games) and record their reading in a diary.  Those who 
complete the Challenge get a certificate signed by England rugby player Jamie Jones-Buchanan and the 
chance to win free tickets for a game in this autumn’s Rugby League World Cup (see page 2).  
 
The primary aim of the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge is to encourage less confident readers to get into a 
reading habit.  Other aims might be: 

 To raise awareness of the range of resources offered by public libraries 

 To celebrate all kinds of reading by all kinds of readers  

 To support people’s skills development so that they become more enthusiastic readers 

 To signpost participants to other learning opportunities in colleges and the community 

Target audience 
The Six Book Challenge is most often used with adults who are not confident readers.  But it is also a great 
way for people of all ages to get ‘back into reading’ and to challenge themselves to read something new.  
We are working with RLWC2013 to reach rugby league and other sports fans who might not have picked up 
a book for a long time or do not consider themselves to be ‘readers’.   This can include whole families who 
might want to take part in the Challenge together, each reading a book or two to complete the scheme.   It 
can also be linked to use of the Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge which launches in public 
libraries in mid July (mid June in Scotland).  
 
Our new partnership with the RLWC2013 opens up the opportunity for working with local professional and 
amateur clubs and sports fans in local communities using rugby league as a ‘hook’.  Thirty public library 
services in the north of England are part of a special project called Try Reading funded with an award of 
£199,700 from the National Lottery supported £6 million Grants for the arts libraries fund.  This will include 
over 150 events with a sporting theme, including author talks, writing workshops and drama events, 
between April and November 2013, alongside use of the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge.  Keep an eye on a 
special new digital platform at www.tryreading.org  for news about this. 
 

How does it work? 
The RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge can be run by any organisation that wants to use our specially branded 
materials to reach rugby league and other sports fans.   These include reading diaries, certificates and 
publicity items such as leaflets, posters and bookmarks, available in packs to cater for 50 participants from 
the Reading Agency Shop at www.readingagency.org.uk/shop   This may be a public library service but can 
also be a college, workplace, community group or a sports club, though it will be important to have easy 
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access to a wide range of attractive reading materials.  Prisons may also want to take part, especially if their 
sports department encourages prisoners to play rugby league.    
 
Several public libraries already have extensive experience of working with sports clubs to engage new 
audiences – see separate case study from Warrington on page 3.  Please also see general guidance for the 
Challenge at http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/practitioners-guides/six-book-challenge.html 
 

When? 
The RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge was launched on Saturday 9 February at Leeds Central Library at an 
event attended by our champion Jamie Jones-Buchanan and supported by fans from his team the Leeds 
Rhinos and from the Bramley Buffaloes.  Nearly 40 families and individuals signed up to take part in the 
Challenge including Jamie himself and Ronnie the Rhino.   
 
PRIZES! We’ve created a special extended prize draw deadline of Friday 13 September for participants and 
organisations involved in the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge.  People who complete the RLWC2013 Six Book 
Challenge using our specially branded materials through public libraries, colleges and workplaces will have 
a chance to win free tickets for a winner and guest at the opening match (26 Oct, Cardiff), semi-finals (23 
Nov, Wembley), final (30 Nov, Old Trafford) and a game at each host location in England and Wales.  
Organisations running the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge with at least 40 participants have the chance to 
win a visit from author Tom Palmer and his Rugby Reading Game – see 
http://www.tompalmer.co.uk/index.php?page_id=59 for more information. 
 
Entry forms for both prize draws are at http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/practitioners-guides/six-
book-challenge.html    
 

Publicising the Challenge 
Partnership with RLWC2013 means that the Six Book Challenge is being given good exposure through rugby 
league networks and it should be included in match programmes during the year with signposting to public 
libraries.  So please reinforce this high-level publicity by making sure that the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge 
is visible in your organisation, eg  prominent  displays in libraries, college foyers and workplace canteens. 
We have provided extra posters in each pack to help you with this – 5 x A3 and 5 x A4 posters featuring a 
call to action from Jamie Jones-Buchanan.   
 

Celebrating the Challenge 
Launches and award ceremonies are an important way to raise the profile of the Six Book Challenge and to 
showcase your achievements.   Let us know when you are planning an event as we may be able to arrange 
for the RLWC trophy or a top player to be present to give it a boost.  
 

Recording data 
The main deadline for data for the Six Book Challenge 2013 is Friday 5 July in order for us to have headline 
results for the year.  We would like you to tell us how you are doing by this date although we realise you 
may well be continuing to run the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge until September.   But we will also run a 
special survey with an autumn deadline in order to collect full data from the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge. 
 

For further information about running the RLWC2013 Six Book Challenge please contact  
Genevieve Clarke  genevieve.clarke@readingagency.org.uk  0871 750 2104 / 07500 010 620 
or Daniel Colagiovanni   daniel.colagiovanni@readingagency.org.uk   
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Case study 

 
Libraries and Rugby League in Warrington 

 
Warrington Livewire, which provides the library service in Warrington, has linked with Warrington Wolves 
as part of their community programme for eight years.    
 
Benefits for Wolves - new audiences for rugby league; a way of working in the community;    
personal development opportunities for players.   
 
Benefits for the library service – increased awareness of the library offer; incentives and prizes for readers; 
high-profile local partnership; player support in the form of powerful local role models.   
 
Livewire has developed a Rugby Reading Champions scheme targeted particularly at dads and lads in 
deprived areas who may be reluctant readers or struggle with literacy, numeracy and IT.  This takes the 
form of six weekly sessions involving quizzes, games, book buying, a stadium tour, ICT, reading challenges, 
players as role models.  Incentives include free tickets, presentations on the pitch and articles in 
programmes.  It has resulted in a higher profile for the library offer, enhanced stock and rising issues as well 
as improved skills, confidence and motivation for the participants.  “I’m going to miss the sessions and the 
group,” commented one parent.  “I’ve really enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere and fun we’ve had.”  Another 
said: “I’ve been motivated to read by being involved in this project and by being inspired by some of the 
youngsters.” 
 
The scheme has also led to other activity such as involvement of the Wolves in a project called Real Men 
Read with players acting as role models for reading work with children’s centres.  
 
Warrington Livewire has also been a firm supporter of the Six Book Challenge since its launch in 2008 and 
received a bronze award from The Reading Agency in 2012 for achieving 78 completers.  Livewire staff link 
with the local college, adult and family learning, ESOL, children’s centres, HMP Risley and workplaces such 
as the local hospital to reach people at all levels of literacy.  The special RLWC2013 materials will give them 
an extra tool to engage sports fans who may not be confident readers.  
 
Lessons learnt  

- Attention from players makes people feel special.  

- Reading recommendations from players are powerful. 

- Informality and fun are key ingredients.  Families enjoying themselves together – not like school.  

Mix of activity and mutual support within the group. 

Challenges  
- Hard to get dads to events -  family activity still thought of as something led by mums.  

- Difficult to get parents to think about their own reading for pleasure – they need more support and 

encouragement than the children.   

- Timing of events crucial in order to get the right audience.   

Contact:  Jan Puzylo, Development Librarian – Reading, Warrington Livewire 
Tel:     07730075968          jpuzylo@livewirewarrington.org  
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