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Join Up and Join In
Newly appointed Children’s Laureate Julia Donaldson and author

 Michael Rosen rally support for libraries’ 2011 Summer Reading Challenge

Official Launch date: Monday 18th July

The Reading Agency’s Summer Reading Challenge, run with libraries, is the UK’s most successful reading promotion for 4-11 year olds. Last year 760,000 children participated nation-wide with libraries and schools working closely together to recruit the children. This is a crucial time for library users and the newly appointed Children’s Laureate Julia Donaldson and author Michael Rosen are leading the call to families and children across the UK to Join Up and Join In The 2011 Summer Reading Challenge.  The Reading Agency has been selected as the only national reading partner for the Cultural Olympiad next year and as part of the 2012 Summer Reading Challenge the aim is to boost participation numbers nationwide to 1,000,000 children.

The Summer Reading Challenge showcases the very best of modern library support for young readers, combining an incentivised challenge, support from expert staff, assistance from teenage volunteers and most importantly – it works nation-wide to make the serious business of reading, fun, social and inclusive.  To take part, all children have to do is Join Up at their local library and Join In the challenge of reading six books of choice over the summer holidays when reading normally ‘dips’. Every child in the country is entitled to a library card from birth, and once a child joins their local library and joins the challenge – all free - staff and trained volunteers work with them to make reading fun.
Julia Donaldson, UK Children’s Laureate says: 

“The Summer Reading Challenge will ensure that during the long summer break, thousands of children head for their local library to take part in this fantastic programme. There they'll benefit from the enthusiasm and expertise of our librarians, helping them to choose just the right book to take home to read. I'm a proud supporter of libraries. They will make this summer holiday one to remember.”

Michael Rosen, Patron of the Summer Reading Challenge and former UK Children’s Laureate says:

“If there’s one thing families do this summer holiday, it should be joining the library to take part in the Summer Reading Challenge. It’s a fantastic, free activity that every child should have the chance to take part in – it could change their lives. Schools can’t be the sole focus of our efforts as a nation to ensure all young people grow up to be skilled readers – libraries are crucial and the Challenge is a massive opportunity to understand, champion and join in what libraries do for young readers and their families.”
Children who use libraries are twice as likely to be above average readers. This annual scheme has led to children increasing their reading range and confidence and to increased children’s borrowing rates every year for the last six years. There is more and more evidence showing that children who read for pleasure have better life chances than those who don’t, and that reading for pleasure is more important than wealth or class as an indicator of success at school and in getting a job. (OECD and Oxford University).  

For the second summer running, The Reading Agency will also be coordinating Summer Reading Challenge volunteering opportunities in a growing number of local libraries around the UK. These are for young people aged 12-25 years; the work is supported by the John Laing Charitable Trust.  Around 3000 young people are expected to volunteer 
Miranda McKearney, Director, The Reading Agency says:

“If ever there was a year to get involved in your local library, it’s this. Children across the UK can now  sign up for The 2011 Summer Reading Challenge. I encourage all parents, teachers and volunteers working with children to take the two small but necessary steps: Join Up at your local library by getting a library card and then Join In the Summer Reading Challenge. Once you are a member of your library, it is all laid on for you. Why not join in the 2011 Summer Reading Challenge and then in  2012 and be  part of the Cultural Olympiad?”

The theme of the 2011 Summer Reading Challenge is ‘Circus Stars’ and The Reading Agency provides collectable materials and incentives, with rewards and awards for every child participating, which encourages them to share their experience of reading and ultimately – to read for pleasure. This year’s guest illustrator is Nick Price. An interactive Circus Stars (www.circus-stars.org.uk) website links children with top authors and illustrators, and gives them space to share their reading experiences. There are also large print Summer Reading Challenge materials available for visually impaired children, thanks to the support of the RNIB National Library Service. Also available in a variety of languages are special “family leaflets“  full of advice and support on how to take part over the summer.
For further information please contact Fiona McMorrough or Jessica Axe 
at FMCM on 0207 405 7422 or fionam@fmcm.co.uk ; jessica@fmcm.co.uk
Notes to editors: 

· The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more. It specializes in helping libraries make more social impact through reading. It is funded by the Arts Council and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council. (www.readingagency.org.uk)
· 97% of UK library authorities are taking part in this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. See www.summmerreadingchallenge.org.uk for professional support materials. For more information about Summer Reading Challenge volunteering opportunities for young people, please visit: 
www.readingagency.org.uk/young/volunteering
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