Groundbreaking citywide ‘Big Read’ launches

[bookmark: _GoBack]Readers across Birmingham will get the chance to read and review Before I Go To Sleep, the award-winning debut novel from author SJ Watson, thanks to the ground-breaking Birmingham Big City Read initiative, which launches today (7 December 2011).

The Birmingham Big City Read has been created by The Reading Agency’s Reading Partners consortium, which transforms the way that publishers and libraries work together, in partnership with Birmingham City Council and publishers Transworld. It will see 1,000 copies of Before I Go To Sleep distributed free via Birmingham’s 39 public libraries including its mobile, housebound and prison services – from today and throughout December and January. This will enable a wide range of people to read the book, share their views and post reviews on a special webpage, which launches today on Birmingham Libraries’ website at www.birmingham.gov.uk/bigcityread

Social media discussions by readers of Before I Go To Sleep are also supported by twitter.com/BirminghamReads, Twitter hashtag #birmbigcityread and Facebook page www.facebook/com/BirminghamBigCityRead 

Reading groups can also, from today, talk about the book via a special web page on the Reading Groups for Everyone website at www.readinggroups.org/birminghamcityread
 
The Birmingham Big City Read will culminate in February, when SJ Watson will meet readers of Before I Go To Sleep at a special event to be held at the Birmingham Library Theatre (date to be confirmed).

Before I Go To Sleep tells the story of Chrissie, who, after surviving what she believes was a car crash, has developed a form of amnesia which has left her able to store memories for only 24 hours. Every morning when she wakes she has forgotten the circumstances of her life and must relearn them from scratch. The novel takes the form of a journal she is encouraged to keep by a doctor: it becomes a lifeline to her past, in a dazzling, very literary thriller. It has received widespread accolades from fellow writers; has become an international bestseller and earlier this year won the Crime Writer's Association Debut Dagger Award and The Crime Thriller of the Year award at the Galaxy British Book Awards.

Author SJ (Steve) Watson, originally from Stourbridge, says: "I am delighted that readers in the area will have the opportunity to read my book through the Birmingham Big City Read. It's very exciting to be involved in what feels like a very big reading group discussion.”

The Reading Partners consortium creates successful and exciting events and activities for readers. It is led by The Reading Agency, the independent charity working to inspire more people to read more.  Reading Partners involves the whole UK public library network and 40 major adult publishers. A children’s version of the scheme was set up in May 2008 involving 12 children’s publishers, The Publishers Association and the main children’s library bodies.

For more media information please contact:
Debbie Hyde, Oasis Media
debbie.hyde@oasismedia.co.uk or 07956 320 486

Notes to editors:
· The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more. It is funded by the Arts Council and the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council. It has a formal partnership with public library services, nearly two-thirds of which support the Six Book Challenge each year www.readingagency.org.uk
· For more information about The Reading Agency’s Reading Partners project visit www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/reading-partners
· For more information about The Reading Agency’s Reading Groups for Everyone website where readers can find a reading group to join; get ideas and tips; register their own reading group and get free materials from publishers see www.readinggroups.org/
· SJ Watson is also judging Reading Groups for Everyone's exciting competition for a reading group to win eight iPads. To enter, reading groups must make a video review of a crime or thriller novel from the shortlist for this year's Galaxy National Book Awards Crime & Thriller of the Year (www.galaxynationalbookawards.com). It doesn't have to be long – up to one minute – but it has to be entertaining.  The deadline for entries is 16 January 2012. For more information, visit www.readinggroups.org
· For more information about the work of Birmingham Libraries see www.birmingham.gov.uk/libraries
· For more information about publishers Transworld see www.booksattransworld.co.uk/
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