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Chatterbooks group at Ballyhackamore Library, Belfast 

Sarah (age 10) and her mother Valerie Nicholson from Belfast are big supporters of the 2009 Ballyhackamore library’s Chatterbooks group. 

Valerie says: "We first heard about Chatterbooks about a year ago, when my daughter had been to the library with her childminder and brought home a leaflet about it. Sarah was already an avid reader, but I thought it’d be good for her to be talking about books and reading with other children who also loved books, and for her to listen to other children’s opinions on books – it can be difficult at with her age group to get them to consider other viewpoints.

The Chatterbooks group that Sarah goes to meets once a month and there are about eight other children aged between eight and 12 who attend. They meet in the library where and the staff use the Chatterbooks resources that are devised and supplied by The Reading Agency to encourage the children to talk about the Chatterbooks books they have read that month. “I think it’s lovely that Chatterbooks has given her a sense of ownership of her local library – she’s comfortable going in because she goes in to do something that she enjoys, and she can now chat on informal terms with the staff there.”

“I also think that it’s encouraged her to read more widely and it’s a wonderful, calm, relaxed after-school activity.”

From Sarah’s point of view: “Chatterbooks is really fun – you get to talk about books and read different books. I like it very much. There are really nice people in the library. I’ve made some new friends at the group, and they are so funny.

“I’ve been reading Cloud Busting by Malorie Blackman, which I would never have thought of reading. 

“Chatterbooks is about really friendly people. You should come along because it’s fun.”
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