
worldbookday.com @WorldBookDayUK 
#worldbookday

facebook.com/worldbookdayuk

About World Book Day
BACKGROUND

World Book Day was designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and 
is marked in over 100 countries around the globe.

World Book Day is a partnership of publishers, booksellers and interested parties who work together 
to promote books and reading for the personal enrichment and enjoyment of all.  A main aim of 
World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is to encourage children to explore the pleasures of books 
and reading by providing them with the opportunity to have a book of their own. Another aim is to 
get all children who aren’t already members of their local library to join.

To mark the day, school children are entitled to receive a World Book Day £1 Book Token (or 
equivalent €1.50 Book Token in Ireland). The Book Token can be exchanged for one of the specially 
published World Book Day £1 Books, or is redeemable against any book or audio book of their choice 
costing £2.99 or more at a participating bookshop or book club. 

PR TOOLKIT
for libraries
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About National Book Tokens

National Book Tokens are the perfect gift for book lovers everywhere and are the only gift cards 
sold and accepted in bookshops across the UK and Ireland, including all the major chains and local 
independents. As proud sponsors of World Book Day, National Book Tokens supports lifelong 
learning and improving literacy and access to reading for everyone. Visit nationalbooktokens.com 
for more information.

PARTNER INFORMATION

About The Reading Agency
The Reading Agency is an independent charity working to inspire more people to read more. It 
specialises in helping libraries make more social impact through reading. It runs big programmes 
and partnerships across the whole library network. The biggest of these is the Summer Reading 
Challenge. The Reading Agency is funded by the Arts Council (readingagency.org.uk).

About Book Aid International
Book Aid International increases access to books and supports literacy, education and  
development in sub-Saharan Africa. It has sent over 30 million books to partner libraries since 1954; 
two thirds of the books they send are for children. UK schools have a natural empathy with Book Aid 
International’s work and give their support by fundraising each year on World Book Day.  
For fundraising and educational resources for children, teachers, parents and libraries visit  
bookaid.org/worldbookday. 
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Using Template Media Materials
Many schools, stores and groups will already have a relationship with their local media and are  
regularly in touch to keep them updated on news and events. For those who aren’t, the following 
materials and tips have been created to help you publicise your World Book Day celebrations.  
Templates can be copied from this PDF toolkit and pasted into a Microsoft Word document (or 
similar) to adapt as required.

PRESS RELEASE

The template press release (refer to p.8) has been produced to help you generate media coverage for 
your World Book Day activities. It provides an example of the information that can be included, and 
should be amended with details of the activity you are planning or have undertaken for issue to local 
news desks.

Wherever possible your press release should be accompanied by eye-catching photography that 
really helps bring the story to life for the readers of your target media outlet(s). Your picture should 
have a caption to include details of the event, why you are doing it (to celebrate World Book Day!) 
and the people who are in it, with ages and areas/addresses where appropriate, e.g.:

 
CRESSIDA COWELL, author of the  
How to Train Your Dragon books, helps 
Year 3 pupils at Emmer Green Primary 
School in Reading get their World Book 
Day celebrations underway with a special 
story writing lesson.

http://www.worldbookday.com
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Photo call alert/ diary notice
The template photo call alert has been produced to help you invite photographers and 
journalists from your local newspaper and other media outlets to your event. It can be issued 
alongside press releases to news desks (see above) or sent as a stand-alone diary notice to 
picture desk editors where these exist at local print titles.

The template can also be edited for issue to local broadcast station planning teams where you 
have available spokespeople who are prepared to be interviewed about the event taking place 
either in a studio or recorded ‘down the line’. In some instances, broadcast journalists may wish 
to attend to capture audio, interviews and vox pops with those attending.

The alert should include concise information about the specific activities taking place (based 
on a summary of the information from your press release), and highlight details of any VIPs 
attending your event, e.g. authors, local dignitaries, celebrities.

Key messages
If you are using the template materials or creating your own, please remember to include the 
key World Book Day messages to help ensure as many children as possible swap their special  
£1 Book Tokens for a free book, and join the library:

●

●

World Book Day aims to encourage 
children to explore the pleasures of 
books and reading.

School children are entitled to receive 
a World Book Day £1 Book Token (or 
equivalent €1.50 Book Token in Ireland).

●

●

The World Book Day £1 Book Token can 
be exchanged for one of the specially
published World Book Day £1 Books or is
redeemable against any book or 
audio book costing £2.99 or more at a 
participating bookshop or book club. 

Library joining forms are available to 
download from the World Book Day 
website, to ensure that every child who is 
not already a member of the library joins 
on World Book Day.

http://www.worldbookday.com
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Creating your own press release
If you’d prefer to start a press release from scratch, the following step-by-step tips will help you 
through the drafting process:

It’s good to come up with a catchy and concise headline for your release. This should be written
in bold and in a larger font than the main body of the release. Sub-headings can also be used to 
highlight key aspects of your story, for example if a VIP guest is attending your event. These
should again be in bold, but in a slightly smaller font than the headline.

The first paragraph should sum up your release in a couple of short sentences maximum,
with the remainder of the release body elaborating on it. A good rule is to use the ‘5 Ws’: who,
what, when, where, why. This allows journalists to quickly see what your story is about at a
glance—the more interesting you can make the first paragraph the more likely they are to read
to the end of the release.

Wherever possible, the length of your press release should be no more than two pages. Avoid
using very long sentences and paragraphs, repetition, fancy language and jargon. Ensure the
release is grammatically correct and doesn’t contain any spelling mistakes.

Include a quote from your spokesperson, and/or if possible, one from any VIP guests scheduled
to attend. This can be used to add colour to the story and allows busy journalists to complete
an article without the need for a follow-up interview.

Insert a ‘call to action’ in the main body of the release—the information that you want the
public to take away from any article they read, e.g. a website address they can visit to find out
more about your event, or a phone number to call to let you know they would like to attend.

The main body of your press release should be followed by a ‘Notes to editors’ section, to
include contact details and information about your library, and that or World Book Day (refer to
the ‘About World Book Day’ information on page 1). Contact details should include a name,
telephone number and email address for any enquiries relating to your story.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

http://www.worldbookday.com
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SIX TIPS for selling your story to local media

Take advantage of the messaging about getting every child to join the library and use this 
as a way to form partnerships with the local media. You can work with them on a library 
membership drive.

Contact your local newspaper or radio station and ask to speak to someone on the news 
desk of the relevant publication or programme. Contact numbers can usually be found 
within the papers or online (visit mediauk.com or BT.com if individual titles don’t have 
their own websites).

Be sure to ask for the name of the person you speak to, or if they refer you to someone else 
on the publication, that person’s direct dial telephone number and email address. This will 
help you to get your story to the right person and means you can follow up directly with 
them after sending information out.

Give a concise pitch (30 seconds maximum) to explain who you are, where you are calling 
from and what the headline of the story is, e.g. ‘[Date here] is World Book Day and to mark 
the occasion, we will be hosting a special Read-a-thon charity event with local author 
[author name here] to raise money for [charity/beneficiary name here].’

Send journalists the press release pasted into the body of an email, and include one or 
two  example pictures of your event as low-resolution attachments (if they are too high-
resolution they might bounce back or clog up a journalist’s inbox —they will ask for larger 
versions if they want to use them). Use your headline for the subject field of your email. 
Where possible, do not post or fax across press information as this will likely go unopened 
and/or straight into the  recycling bin!

Be mindful of journalists’ deadlines before making your call. People on evening papers 
will most likely be on deadline around late morning and won’t have time to talk or will 
disregard what’s being offered: likewise, reporters on daily morning titles will have little 
time to speak towards the end of the working day.

 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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Social Media
Social media (sites such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube) offers other channels for getting 
information about your World Book Day activity out—particularly among tech-savvy younger 
people. If you have a Facebook page, Twitter feed or YouTube channel, make sure to post 
updated content about your celebrations and to also link in with World Book Day’s own. Why 
not mark World Book Day itself by changing your Facebook avatar or Twitter icon to display 
the cover of—or character from—a children’s book you love. 

FACEBOOK
Upload video, audio and images from your activities to your Wall and encourage teachers/parents/
customers/members of your group who are also on Facebook to share their World Book Day 
experiences, talk about their children’s favourite stories and share tips for making story time fun. 

You can ‘like’ World Book Day (UK & Ireland)’s Facebook page by visiting facebook.com/
worldbookdayuk. Join in the conversation on our Wall and help us to raise awareness of World Book 
Day to new and existing fans, by commenting on and sharing our updates and suggesting our page 
to your Facebook friends.

TWITTER

Share your World Book Day news and event information by tweeting about it and uploading 
pictures, and encourage your followers to share details of their own celebrations and talk about their 
favourite children’s books.

You can follow World Book Day on Twitter at twitter.com/WorldBookDayUK, join in the 
conversation, post replies to get dialogues started and ‘retweet’ to help raise awareness about the 
Day to others. Help us get trending by using the hashtag #worldbookday.

WBD TV
Visit World Book Day TV worldbookday.com/wbdtv, where you’ll find a selection of our favourite 
videos including book trailers, author interviews, Storytime Online, video books and The Biggest 
Book Show on Earth. Links to these can be shared on your Facebook page and Twitter feed along 
with the hashtag #worldbookday.
 

http://www.worldbookday.com
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WORLD BOOK DAY COMES TO (insert Library name) 
WITH SPECIAL STORYTIME EVENT

Local (author/Mayor/insert name) joins celebrations
£1 Book Token for every child to exchange for free World Book Day title 
Get every child to visit the library on World Book Day

(Insert your library name) in (insert area) is holding a special event with (insert VIP guest name 
as appropriate) on (insert date) to celebrate this year’s World Book Day, highlighting the joys of 
reading to local children.

The library is one of thousands across the UK and Ireland marking the occasion by showing 
how magical sharing stories can be. Special activities on the day include (summarise activities 
here).

(Insert full details in one to two following paragraphs).

(Spokesperson name), (title) at (library name) said, “We can’t wait to get budding readers 
buzzing about World Book Day. Children who use libraries are twice as likely to be above 
average readers. Our event is a fun way to get local children’s imaginations fired up and 
encourage them to become avid readers.”

World Book Day aims to help children explore the pleasure of books and reading by providing 
them with the opportunity to have a book of their own, and encouraging them to join the library.

To mark the day, all school children are entitled to receive a World Book Day £1/€1.50 (delete as 
applicable to UK/ Ireland) Book Token. It can be exchanged for one of the specially published 
World Book Day £1 Books, or is redeemable against any book or audio book of their choice 
costing £2.99 or more at a participating bookshop or book club.

To find out more about the (insert library name) event, visit (insert website address) or call 
(insert number). 

For the latest news and updates about World Book Day, visit worldbookday.com.

For further information (Insert your contact details here—name, phone number, email address)

WORLD BOOK DAY
TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE
(Insert date here) 
 

Insert your 
logo here

(cut and paste this template into a word document)

●

●

●
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NOTES TO EDITORS
About (insert library name)

(Insert library information here)

ABOUT WORLD BOOK DAY
World Book Day was designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of books and reading, and 
is marked in over 100 countries around the globe. World Book Day is a partnership of publishers, 
booksellers and interested parties who work together to promote books and reading for the 
personal enrichment and enjoyment of all.  A main aim of World Book Day in the UK and Ireland 
is to encourage children to explore the pleasures of books and reading by providing them with the 
opportunity to have a book of their own.

To mark the day, school children are entitled to receive a World Book Day £1 Book Token (or equivalent 
€1.50 Book Token in Ireland) supplied by National Book Tokens Ltd. The £1 Book Token can be 
exchanged for one of the specially published World Book Day £1 Books, or is redeemable against any 
book or audio book of their choice costing £2.99 or more at a participating bookshop or book club. 

ABOUT NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS
National Book Tokens are the perfect gift for book lovers everywhere and are the only gift cards 
sold and accepted in bookshops across the UK and Ireland, including all the major chains and local 
independents. As proud sponsors of World Book Day, National Book Tokens supports lifelong 
learning and improving literacy and access to reading for everyone. Visit nationalbooktokens.com 
for more information.

ABOUT BOOK AID INTERNATIONAL (schools to include as appropriate)
Book Aid International increases access to books and supports literacy, education and development 
in sub-Saharan Africa. It has sent over 30 million books to partner libraries since 1954; two 
thirds of the books they send are for children. UK schools have a natural empathy with Book Aid 
International’s work and give their support by fundraising each year on World Book Day. For 
fundraising and educational resources for children, teachers, parents and libraries visit  
bookaid.org/worldbookday. 
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WHO: (Use this line if applicable to highlight event VIPs)

WHAT: (Library name) marks World Book Day with a special
  event for (add details of who the event is for, e.g. pupils, local
  children, etc.), as part of a nationwide celebration of reading.

WHEN: (Day, date, month, year) at (time)

WHERE: (Insert full address)

BACKGROUND:
To celebrate this year’s World Book Day, (insert your library name here) will be (insert full 
details of your event in one or two short paragraphs, including details of activities taking place 
and incentives for those attending, e.g. free books, activity packs, etc.)

World Book Day aims to encourage children to explore the pleasure of books and reading by 
providing them with the opportunity to have a book of their own, and encouraging them to join 
the library. To mark the day, all school children are entitled to receive a World Book Day £1/ 
€1.50 (delete as applicable to UK/ Ireland)  Book Token. The Book Token can be exchanged for 
one of the specially published World Book Day £1 Books, or is redeemable against any book or 
audio book of their choice costing £2.99 or more at a participating bookshop or book club

AVAILABLE:
Photography of children from (insert library area) taking part in (insert activity) as part of 
their World Book Day celebrations
Photography of children and library staff  with their £1 World Book Day Book Tokens 
and/or copies of the £1 World Book Day books (delete as appropriate)
Photography of special guest (insert name) reading with children from (insert name of
library area)

To confirm attendance or for further information: 
(Insert your contact details here – name, phone number, email address)
 

WORLD BOOK DAY
TEMPLATE DIARY NOTICE/ 
PHOTO ALERT

Insert your 
logo here

●

●

●

(cut and paste this template into a word document)


